A Great Backcountry Class
Volume

The 2015 WAC Backcountry Travel is well underway! The
winter may be disappointing, but the students are digging in,
literally: The wetter, heavier, and icier snow is closer to the
consistency of avalanche debris piles and therefore makes for
better beacon practice than piles of powder. (Or that's what
we're telling ourselves anyway.)
We spent the first weekend up at Guye cabin building snow
shelters, practicing map and compass navigation, and, of
course, lots of avalanche rescue practice. We practiced as solo
rescuers, pairs, and even large groups with role-playing
"bystanders" trying to add to the simulated chaos.
More information on Page 5.

We have a new website!
www.washingtonalpineclub.org

, Issue

Washington
Alpine Club
PO Box 352
Seattle, WA 98111

Inside this issue:
Contact Info

2

Looking Ahead

2

President’s Corner

3

New Website

4

Backcountry Class

5

Ouray Trip

6

Guye Cabin

7

Nostalgia

8

Page 2
WASHINGTON ALPINE CLUB
Incorporated 1916
MEMBER OF: Federation of Western Outdoor Clubs,
Washington Trails Assn. Washington Environmental
Council. Washington Wilderness Coalition.
MidFORC Coalition
The primary objective of this club is to encourage the healthful
enjoyment of the great outdoors, to preserve its natural beauty
and to promote good fellowship among all lovers of nature.
PO Box 352 Seattle, WA 98111
www.washingtonalpineclub.org
Board Of Trustees
President
1st VP
2nd VP
Treasurer
Secretary
Ex-Officio Pres

Looking Ahead!
WAC Calendar
Now > Time to renew your membership
March 3/4/5/6 > Physics Trip
March 13/14 > BSA Troop 282
March 28/29 > Ski Patrol Race ( Snow permitting )
April 3-5 > Wilderness First Responder Class
April 11-12 > Wilderness First Responder Class
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April 18 > Olympic Beach Cleanup
March - June > Basic Climbing Class
May 16 > Guye Cabin Work Party
June 13> Guye Cabin Work Party
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MOVING?
Please update your info on the website:

www.washingtonalpineclub.org

Join the WACLIST on Yahoo!
If you want to get mail on the WAC email list, join the yahoo
group at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/waclist/
Post message: waclist@yahoogroups.com
Subscribe: waclist-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
Important: You must be a current member! We have to approve
you before you can join. All we see is your email address unless
you tell us more. Please put your name in the comment section. As much as we love you all, we haven't memorized your
email addresses, and if we can't figure out who you are from
your email address alone, then we'll deny your request.
If this happens to you just apply to join the group again and in
the comment section, tell us your name.
Does the WAC have your good email address?
You can check these things on the WAC website.
Please go to www.washingtonalpineclub.org
If your address changes please let us know!
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President’s Corner March 2015
Winter was a little weak and a little slow out of the gate this
year, and then it rolled over and gave it up entirely! There is
very little snow at Snoqualmie Pass and the ski areas have
been closed for some time. Stevens, Crystal, Mount Baker,
Mission Ridge remain open but snow pack is low. Some of
the best skiing is above Paradise at Mount Rainier. Guye
Cabin currently has a snowpack of about 1 foot.

The 2015 Climbing Class will be underway this month.
Thanks to the co-chairs and all the volunteer Instructors who
work so hard to organize and teach this and other WAC classes!
There are several Cabin events in March and April. Please
check the calendar in the Bulletin or on the website for dates.
Just a reminder- the first weekend in April is Sahalie the
Mardi Gras. There will be very limited parking that weekend.
As the ski season looks like it will be finished early this year start making your plans to visit Guye
Cabin in Spring & Summer. Already most of the I90 trails are hikeable. Many people say that
Snoqualmie Pass is even more appealing in the summer! At these times you will find the Cabin is
generally quiet and relaxed. We will do some work parties starting in May. We’ll do a few Cabin
improvements and will focus on Trail work and firewood. The Cabin is a great place to meet new
friends and renew old friendships!
April 25/26 is the 16th annual Olympic Beach Cleanup, our yearly service trip. The winter storms,
unfortunately, bring a new delivery of flotsam and jetsam to our beaches. Will there be debris from
the Tsunami this year? Started as a grass roots effort by our good friend Jan Klippert, the coastal
clean now goes all the way from the Long Beach Peninsula to Cape Flattery. The WAC portion is
Hoh Beach. Come join the fun! We have participated since the second year and each year it has
been even more fun than the year before! It makes everyone feel good to know they help cleanup
the only wilderness coastline in the lower 48. Come on out on April 19, to where the cold glacier
water from Mount Olympus meets the Pacific Ocean! You can come for the day, or overnight.
Sign up with John Sargent.
What is the Washington Alpine Club? An all volunteer grass roots local community organization
that supports outdoor recreation and each other. It is a huge effort to run our organization. There
are over 200 people that play key roles in teaching, organizing, and motivating students on a
yearly basis. They do this for no reason other than the satisfaction it brings them to see others
experience the wonders of the Pacific NW and grow in skills and confidence!
A long standing tradition, the WAC began in 1893 helping to create Mount Rainier National Park,
and is stronger than ever with 500 members! Most of them actually know each other. Do you
know someone who would be a good fit for the WAC? Please take some time and introduce them
to some of the many benefits our unique Club has to offer, and get them online to sign up! They
will thank you for it!
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New WAC Website
Have you seen the new website?
Please take some time to log in and explore. Everything about the WAC is located here.
You can easily see announcements and upcoming events right on the Front Page!
https://washingtonalpineclub.org/

The Bulletin is produced by members of the WAC
Do you have a story or photo you would like to share? Please send it in to us.
Climbing Hiking Biking Skiing Partners
Many folks are looking for skiing, hiking, biking, and climbing partners. The Yahoo Waclist is a very effective way of looking for someone on short notice. Participating in Club events is also an excellent way
of making new friends and finding long term partners.

December 2007
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A great backcountry class
(Continued from page 1)
For our first outing we relocated to Mt. Rainier where we followed carefully charted
paths to minimize avalanche risk. Skiers got plenty of skinning practice and turns.
Snowshoers reveled in the extremeness of their craft. Most teams dug snow pits to examine the snowpack. And we made it to the parking lot just as it started to rain! A big
thanks to all of the instructors for their time and energy!
Special thanks to co-chairs Susan Ashlock and Will Kruse and to the weekend
organizers:
Weekend #1: Megan Garner and Kara Lagerloef
Weekend #2: Amanda Goodin and Gerhard Schneider

December 2007
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A group of WACers go

Ice Climbing in Ouray
A group of about 10 of us WACers headed to Ouray, Colorado, for 4 days of ice climbing from Jan 29 - Feb 1.
Ouray is in southern Colorado surrounded by high mountains and has an ice park less than 5 minutes from town.
The ice park began in the 1990's when a water pipe that
ran along a narrow gorge (about 100 ft deep) was leaking
and created ice formations that some people started
climbing. They eventually expanded this by putting in a
separate water system with sprinkler heads they would
turn on every late afternoon to create new ice for the following day. Now the ice park is a center for ice climbing
in the U.S. and holds an annual festival in January that
brings in the top ice/mixed climbers in the world.
Our group arrived Wednesday evening and we were on
the ice early Thursday morning. Ouray is a wonderful
place for new and experienced climbers as most of the
hundreds of climbs can be top-roped or can be lead if
one desires. Some routes have anchors already set up
and some use trees, but they are all easy to set up.
It wasn't very crowded that Thursday so we headed to
the usual busy Schoolroom and set up 5-6 ropes which we then climbed all day, sometimes figuring
out ways to make the routes more challenging. We also traded ropes with some others there so we
could climb on their rope and them on ours (a common occurrence in the park).
At the end of the day we headed back to the motel, put on our bathing suits, grabbed some beer,
and headed to the hot tub where we spent the next hour or so. Then a quick walk into town (one
block away) for some dinner. This was repeated each day of the trip. You just can't get much better
than that: drive 5 minutes, hike 5-20 minutes, climb all day, hike out, jump in a hot tub with some
beer, and then off to dinner. It's pretty sweet.
We climbed at different areas each day and had to split up some
days as there wasn't enough room in some areas to set up 6
ropes as it got much more crowded as we got into the weekend.
Routes range from WI2 to WI5 and there are also mixed climbs
for those who wish to expand their skills.
People on this trip were: Ira Rushwald, Dave Wilson, Fred Slater,
Chelsea Sweetin, Heather Whitney, Pat O'Brien, Nadia Hakki, Pat
Beurskens, Jenni Conrad, and Guy Oram.
There's usually a trip every year to Ouray by some group of
WACers as those going tends to vary. So if you want to jump on
board next year, just get in touch and we will be able to direct you
to whoever is planning on heading down.
(Write-up by Ira Rushwald)

December 2007
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Guye Cabin– Looking Ahead to Work Parties
Work parties beginning in May
Most will be the second Saturday or second
Sunday of each month (of course, just look
on the website to be sure). The first one
will be Saturday, May 16. The second is
Saturday, June 13.

Normal Summer work
Firewood: Chainsaw rounds, split wood
Trail work/yard work
Paint/repair outside cabin
We have the Cabin Trails or you can go up the
PCT North. The Forest Service also leads snowshoe trips on the weekends up the PCT. Just
contact them for more information.

All the Guye Cabin Work Party dates
are on the website!

A Big ThankYou
We would like to thank all our volunteers for helping us for the last year (and years
past). Working together we have made the WAC into something very special. We certainly appreciate the continuing support of those who have already contributed.

But we would especially welcome anyone who has not yet contributed in the past to
take a volunteer job to help our devoted "regulars". We would like to get to know you
better and we could really use your help. Volunteering with the WAC can be very rewarding and provide an additional avenue to finding interesting things to do with the
club.

December 2007
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Nostalgia
Ski Patrol Race from Snoqualmie Pass to Stampede Pass
Seattle P-I, March 4, 1940 - "Alpine Patrol Scores Ski Triumph in Upset"
The Washington Alpine Club patrol of Carlton Greenfield, Al Wilson and Grant Lovegren won in 5 hours, 13
minutes. Conditions were described as slushy. The Seattle Ski Club patrol was second and the Washington
Ski Club third. The Ptarmigan Climbing Club entered a team (Calder Bressler, Ray Clough and Will Thompson) that finished sixth.
Seattle P-I, March 10, 1941 - "Alpine Skiers in Patrol Win"
The Washington Alpine Club team of Grant Lovegren, Al Wilson and Carlton Greenfield repeated their victory in a time of 5:27:55. The going was made tougher than expected by hard crusted snow. Second place was
taken by the army ski patrol team from the 41st Division, Lee R. Zerba, Donald H. Brown and Raymond Osborn. The Mountaineers team took third. "The Seattle Ski Club, many times winner of this race, failed for
the first time to enter a patrol."
http://www.alpenglow.org/ski-history/notes/news/news-patrol-race.html#snews-1940
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