Olympic Coast Beach
Cleanup, April 25-26
The 14th annual beach cleanup is happening at Oil
City/Jefferson Cove at the end of the month!
"The wildest, the most remote and, I think, the most picturesque beach area of our whole coastline lies under the pounding surf along the Pacific Ocean in the State of Washington . . .
It is a place of haunting beauty, of deep solitude."
—William O. Douglas
Jefferson Cove is a beautiful low tide beach about a mile long.
At the North end is the first ladder and the route over the big
Hoh Head that eventually makes its way to Third Beach, some
17 miles distant. Hoh Head can never be rounded, even at an
extreme low tide. It is 1.5 miles to the low tide beach at the
North side of Hoh Head, and 3.5 miles by trail to Mosquito
Creek.

We have a new website!
www.washingtonalpineclub.org
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Join the WACLIST on Yahoo!
If you want to get mail on the WAC email list, join the yahoo
group at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/waclist/

Post message: waclist@yahoogroups.com
Subscribe: waclist-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
Important: You must be a current member! We have to approve
you before you can join. All we see is your email address unless
you tell us more. Please put your name in the comment section.
As much as we love you all, we haven't memorized your email
addresses, and if we can't figure out who you are from your
email address alone, then we'll deny your request.
If this happens to you just apply to join the group again and in
the comment section, tell us your name.
Does the WAC have your good email address?

Please update your info on the website:

You can check these things on the WAC website.
Please go to www.washingtonalpineclub.org

www.washingtonalpineclub.org

If your address changes please let us know!

MOVING?
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President’s Corner April 2015
Yea- Spring is here! And with it comes the usual unpredictable
weather behavior. Sun, rain, snow- it just can’t make up its
mind. There has even been recent snow in the high country for
the first time in weeks- but not enough to save a ski season.
We certainly can’t call this a warm spring, at least so far. Everyone is switching to climbing, soccer, cycling, running, and other
spring activities.

As we transition to the warmer weather
please keep the WAC in your plans.
The Climbing Class will be going into
June, there will also be work parties
and events at Guye Cabin, and an assortment of climbs, hikes, skis, and
bike rides to participate in!

This winter the Cabin hosted the Snow Dinner, Winter Backcountry Travel Class, Climbing Class Instructors Training, Boy
Scouts from West Seattle and Nathan Hale science students. A
huge thanks is in order to everyone who hosted these groups
and kept the Cabin in great shape over the winter. We really
appreciate you!
The winter is an excellent time to travel away from Washington, and WAC folks are known not to
let the dust settle. They have been seen all over the West this winter. New Mexico, Methow Valley, Ouray for ice climbing, Boulder, Whistler, Colorado, Sun Valley, hut skiing in the Rockies,
Lake Tahoe, and West Yellowstone are just a few of the places we have been to over the last few
months.
As we move into Spring it is time to start putting those Summer Peak lists together. We are anxious to see who completes the Chief Six Peaks this season by climbing the Snoqualmie Peaks.
The WAC Climbing Class is off to a great start! The next two weekends will see the class at Spire
Rock, followed by trips to Snoqualmie Pass, the Nisqually Glacier at Mount Rainier, and then a
climb of Mount Baker. Thanks to everyone who volunteers to make this class a great success
each year! There is no better place in the Pacific Northwest to learn to climb than the Washington
Alpine Club!
Our Club is one of the sponsors for the annual Olympic Coast Beach Cleanup on April 25 and 26.
If you have never been to the Washington Wilderness Coast this is a great opportunity. As always, we are responsible for the Hoh River Beach and Jefferson Cove to the north. Hoh River
Beach is where the Hoh River empties into the Pacific Ocean. If you have been out to our Olympic Coast, you know what a beautiful, wonderful, and wild area it is. Like last year, we’ll camp Saturday night on the beach. Please contact John Sargent or me if you would like to participate in
this event, or have questions about it.
With the warm weather we’ll have Guye Cabin open one weekend each month beginning in May
for overnights, lunch, open houses, and work parties. Again, this year we will have work parties
every month through October. Come on up for the day to stay over, help out, to play, or to hike
the trails. We’ll do lots of trail work this summer and stock up on firewood for next winter. If you
have used the Cabin in the last year, you’ll want to show up and give some love back! This is a
great way to meet some new people in the WAC and invest in the Club’s future. Check the website for the dates. Please email and let me know you are coming or if you have questions.
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Glacier Peak Trip Report by Gerhard Schneider
On clear days, I can see Glacier Peak on my commute from Seattle to Redmond on 520. Its white
flanks are a tease for every ski mountaineer in the area. Its remoteness and approach distance
make it a formidable objective. Having skied four out of five active volcanos in Washington, Glacier
Peak presented an opportunity to complete yet another list. With the mild winter in the PNW the
opportunity came sooner than expected. I had a long weekend in early March and the weather forecast looked promising. Several parties in the weeks prior had very strong winds high up, many of
them turning around unable to reach the summit.
The forecast for my trip looked much better. Three days of
good weather, blue sky, and light winds at summit elevation. I called on all the usual suspects, but nobody was
available. Could I do it alone? After some research and
chatting with a few WAC friends, I came to the conclusion
that the biggest hazard would be the south facing slopes
below White Peak. The steep slopes demand good snow
stability before venturing into them. The good news was
that the avalanche forecast across the region had the danger levels at low. Beyond White Peak, terrain choices
would keep me away from avalanche terrain. I was not concerned about crevasses since higher up
average seasonal snow amounts would have covered them well. Overall it seemed very doable.
Typically the trip is done in 2 – 3 days. Could I do it in less? I would need to be light, so no tent, but
I still wanted enough to stay a few nights if needed. That meant my half sized sleeping bag, down
jacket, light pad, stove, and a shovel. These items add less than 4lbs to my pack, a good compromise
for the ability to stay out in a pinch.
I planned to leave the trail-head at about 4:00PM – I would hike 6-7h, sleep for a few hours and
then push for the summit. This would also put me on the slopes below White Pass after sunset and
provide enough time for the slopes to harden again. For the summit, I was aiming for noon, allowing for enough time to return to White Pass in day light. The initial six miles are flat and lead
through old growth, thick moss, and thick fauna. The trail is in very good shape, with few fallen
trees to overcome. I made a mental note of the beautiful moss which would make a perfect place to
lay down on the way back.
Little over two hours later, I left the forest and started climbing towards White Peak while watching the last beams of sunlight disappear behind the silhouette of Sloan Peak. Shortly after I pulled
my headlamp out; I would only need it for a couple hours until the full moon would rise and light
my path. At about 4,200ft I was able to transition to skis. From there I continued up the summer
trail to about 5,400ft where the terrain steepens. I continued to traverse eastbound towards White
Peak where I ran into an impassible rock band. I had two choices, descend again to go around the
rock band or climb straight up. The slopes had hardened by now and cool air was flowing down the
slopes. Since I would not be able to stay on skis much further, I decided to transition to crampons
and ice axe and climb directly towards the ridge. Step kicking had a positive feel and I set a pace
that I could sustain and would keep me warm. As I was booting up the moon started to rise to the
east illuminating the peaks around me in its cool-white light. I turned my head lamp off and continued upwards until I reached the ridge and was rewarded with the first view of
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Glacier Peak Trip Report, continued
Glacier Peak. With the high contrast from the moonlight it seemed so close. Energized by the
views, swinging my ice axe in my hand like real mountaineers do, and an appropriately dramatic
soundtrack in my head, I continued east across the ridge towards White Peak until I found a good
spot to ski down. A few excellent powder turns later I was in the valley below. With a big smile on
my face I transitioned back to skins and continued to the basin north of White Peak where I was
able to refill my water before heading up towards the White Chuck glacier.
A little while later I found an area with big snow scoops which were created by some mighty
winds. At home, I had just read about the T-cave method for building a snow shelter. Looking at
the snow scoops I was wondering how long it would take to dig the snow shelter. There was no
need to dig down, all I had to do was tunnel in. And it would be useful to know how feasible it is.
Given I was doing well on time and had some energy left I started probing the area. After I determined that I would not immediately hit rock, I started digging. Initially it went very fast and
then the snow got rather hard. I had felt this when I was probing the area, but it did not occur to
me how difficult it would be to dig through it. A snow saw would have been a useful tool in that
situation.
Since I did not need the cave, I eventually gave up and created a platform to sleep on for a few
hours. I boiled some water, crawled into my half sleeping bag, read the Faust I disliked so much
in school, and passed out. I did not bother setting an alarm because I was sure I would get cold in
the half sleeping bag and wake up a few hours later. To my surprise, I slept much warmer than I
expected and passed out for five hours without ever waking up. While I had a really good night of
sleep, I felt now that I was late; after all I was still really far away.
I got myself going in a rush – which is a good way to get over the rather low temperatures. Shortly after waking up I was on my skis again. I climbed towards the north-east via the White Chuck
glacier to the Suiattle glacier. Glacier Peak came into a view again when I reached the high point
of the White Chuck glacier. The sun was rising and bathing the peaks around me in Alpenglow,
creating a stunning scenery with the moon over the peaks to the west now.

I was in awe – but only until I realized
how far away I was still from Glacier
Peak. Rather than staring around it was
time to get the move on. The ski across the
White Chuck glacier reminded me of the
high traverses in the Alps last year – except much less crowded. In fact, I was the
only soul around besides a bear that had
crossed a few hours earlier judging by the
tracks. When I got back home some people were skeptical of my bear track sighting – it may have
been Yeti, who knows. I am no expert. The key ingredient to a high traverse is its flatness. At
most there is a bit of up and down, but not enough to make it worth your while to take skins off.
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Glacier Peak Trip Report, continued
After traversing the White Chuck glacier I climbed east-bound towards the Suiattle glacier and
joined Geraldine ridge towards the false summit. The sun was strong enough now to demand sun
screen and sun hat.
On my way up, I ran into a swarm of ptarmigans in white plumage. This was my first encounter
with these birds. They were alarmed by my appearance and warned all their friends. Further investigation revealed that they love the high alpine. On cold and stormy winter days they have a fascinating method to dig into powder snow to stay warm.
Once high enough I climbed towards the Cool glacier gap. The Cool glacier is more rugged especially
further down where a few really large crevasses were visible. I continued along the north side of the
false summit until I reached the extension of Geraldine ridge. From there I was able to use skis with
ski crampons almost all the way to the summit. I only had to boot a very short section. I reached the
summit shortly after noon.
Some water, food, and a few pictures, and I was ready for the amazing ski descent of the day. The
slopes off the summit are pretty steep, but were by now soft enough to make for good, positive turns.
A few lines of packed powder provided some extra excitement. From there I headed across the icy
north facing slopes of the false summit to the Cool Glacier gap and made my way over to the Suiattle
glacier. By the time I got to the Suiattle glacier it was in prime condition. I carved some extra-large,
then some extra-small turns, making sure every turn would look perfect – you never know when
somebody is going to take pictures from an airplane of your art work. No real ski mountaineer would
want the turns to look crooked or worse.
At White Chuck glacier I transitioned back to skins. From there the race back to White Peak was on.
Given how hard the snow was coming up on the south side of White Peak, I wanted to ski down the
south side of White Peak while the sun was keeping the slopes still soft. Otherwise I was going to
risk having to use crampons and that would be just a waste. I encountered another party coming up
White Peak. A bit of friendly chat about conditions and a quick picture and I was on my way down.
The slopes were getting harder again, but still good enough for some fun skiing. Back at the trail I
ate some food, strapped my skis, and headed out. The hike back was fairly uneventful. I made sure
to make good use of that moss for twenty minutes to give my shoulders a rest from carrying a backpack all day long. It took 30.5h, 37.5mi were covered, 12,780ft climbed, and max speed attained
while carving turns was 25mph.
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Olympic Coast Beach Cleanup, April 25/26
(Continued from page 1)
Jefferson Cove is a beautiful low tide beach about a mile long. At the north end is the first ladder and the route over the big Hoh Head that eventually makes its way to Third Beach, some
17 miles away. Hoh Head can never be rounded, even at an extreme low tide. It is 1.5 miles to
the low tide beach at the north side of Hoh Head, and 3.5 miles by trail to Mosquito Creek.
As we do every year we will do the Hoh Beach and Jefferson Cove Beach south of Forks. Every year we see bald eagles, seals, and lots of life in the tidepools. We even saw Gray whales
on their migration to Alaska from Baja! Our goal this year is 10 volunteers. We would like firm
commitments by April 15, but of course will take late comers up to the last minute.
The clean up is energized by a partnership of
community service organizations, businesses,
tribal and government agencies. Volunteers will
comb ocean beaches from Kalaloch South Beach
in Olympic National Park to Hobuck Beach on the
Makah Reservation. Marine debris will be hauled
off the beaches and piled at trailheads for disposal. This community/volunteer effort will help preserve the natural beauty of this unparalleled
Washington wilderness resource.
WAC volunteers should register at the field operation site at the Forks Information Center, or at the
Olympic National Park Ranger Stations at
Kalaloch.

Please RSVP either John Sargent or Mike Mahanay. All the details are here:
http://www.grandcanyontreks.org/olympic2.htm
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Earth Day, April 22
The weekend of April 22 is Earth Day! This is a time to give a little back to our trails and environment. Many of us are heading to the Pacific Ocean and the only Wilderness Coast in the lower 48 to
pick up debris left by the storms this past winter.
Can’t go? Take some time to take a walk, do a hike, or other outdoor activity, or take a moment to
lend support to your favorite environmental cause to celebrate this magic day.

How the First Earth Day Came About

By Senator Gaylord Nelson, Founder of Earth Day
What was the purpose of Earth Day? How did it start? These are the questions I am most frequently
asked.
Actually, the idea for Earth Day evolved over a period of seven years starting in 1962. For several
years, it had been troubling me that the state of our environment was simply a non-issue in the politics of the country. Finally, in November 1962, an idea occurred to me that was, I thought, a virtual
cinch to put the environment into the political "limelight" once and for all. The idea was to persuade
President Kennedy to give visibility to this issue by going on a national conservation tour.
I flew to Washington to discuss the proposal with Attorney General Robert Kennedy, who liked the
idea. So did the President. The President began his five-day, eleven-state conservation tour in September 1963. For many reasons the tour did not succeed in putting the issue onto the national political agenda. However, it was the germ of the idea that ultimately flowered into Earth Day.
After President Kennedy's tour, I still hoped for some idea that would thrust the environment into the
political mainstream. Six years would pass before the idea that became Earth Day occurred to me
while on a conservation speaking tour out West in the summer of 1969. Suddenly, the idea occurred
to me - why not organize a huge grassroots protest over what was happening to our environment?

At a conference in Seattle in September 1969, I announced that in the spring of 1970 there would
be a nationwide grassroots demonstration on behalf of the environment and invited everyone to participate. The wire services carried the story from coast to coast. The response was electric. It took
off like gangbusters. Telegrams, letters, and telephone inquiries poured in from all across the country.
The American people finally had a forum to express its concern about what was happening to the
land, rivers, lakes, and air - and they did so with spectacular exuberance. For the next four months,
two members of my Senate staff, Linda Billings and John Heritage, managed Earth Day affairs out
of my Senate office.
Five months before Earth Day, on Sunday, November 30, 1969, The New York Times carried a
lengthy article by Gladwin Hill reporting on the astonishing proliferation of environmental events. It
was obvious that we were headed for a spectacular success on Earth Day.
Earth Day worked because of the spontaneous response at the grassroots level. We had neither the
time nor resources to organize 20 million demonstrators and the thousands of schools and local
communities that participated. That was the remarkable thing about Earth Day. It organized itself.
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Guye Cabin– Looking Ahead
Spring at the cabin
The snow is gone from Guye Cabin! It already looks like
the end of June at the pass, so now is the time to get an
early start on hiking, climbing, running, and biking in the
Cascades.
We'll have the Cabin open for general use one weekend
each month. This is a perfect time to stay overnight, visit
the Cabin, have a BBQ lunch, or even help with the summer chores.
This will give you an appreciation of all the hard work
that goes into keeping Guye Cabin operating, and give
you the chance to see what Snoqualmie Pass is like in the
summer.

Using the cabin
If you want to schedule the Cabin for an event with
friends or family, just check the calendar on the website
to see if your date is free. The Cabin is a perfect place for
retreats, camps, classrooms, birthdays, anniversaries,
vacations, or just to get away from it all.

Work Parties: all the Guye Cabin Work Party dates are on the website!
We’ll do a lunch or BBQ each day. Come for day or stay overnight! Some of the things we do
each year:






Have fun
Trail work
Yard work
Collect, buck, split, and stack wood for next winter
Paint (inside and outside)

Dates: (2nd Saturdays of the month)
May 16
June 13
July 11
August 08
September 12
October 10
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Have you seen the new WAC website?
Please take some time to log in and explore. Everything about the WAC is located here. You can
easily see announcements and upcoming events right on the Front Page!
https://washingtonalpineclub.org/

The Washington Alpine Club
PO Box 352
Seattle WA 98111
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