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Basic Climbing Class Update




Book of the month

Applications for 2016 opened Dec 1st and will close Jan 25th.
Instructor Meet and Greet Tuesday Feb 9th at Odfellows 6pm-10pm
New Instructor training begins Mar 12th at Guye Cabin

Endurance: Shackleton's
Incredible Voyage

The goal of the WAC Basic class is to introduce technical mountaineering
skills required to travel safely over snowfields, glaciers, and high-angle
rock. That is the explicit statement coming from the WAC Basic home
page. What is not mentioned are many of the other positive opportunities
for growth that come along with this class; confidence, leadership, teamwork, fitness and friendship.

The miraculous journey of
the polar explorer in Antarctica. Part of the story is an unreal feat of mountaineering;
the rest relates the difficult
times he and his 27-person

The class begins with us being taught about what a crampon is; not how
to strap it on and use it, but literally what is and what it is used for.
Roughly fourteen weeks later we finish the course with summiting Mt.
Baker. What happens in between those two events is a learning experience that enables us to interact with the wilderness in a different way.

crew endured as they made
their way to the last unchartered continent between 1914
and 1915.
Author: Alfred Lansing

Since the summit of Mt. Baker, the students have taken their skills to the
mountains, leading their own trips and ticking off objectives from their own
lists. (continues on page 4)
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Looking Ahead

Incorporated 1916
MEMBER OF: Federation of Western Outdoor Clubs, Washington Trails Association. Washington Environmental Council. Washington Wilderness Coalition. MidFORC Coalition
The primary objective of this club is to encourage the healthful enjoyment of the great outdoors, to preserve its natural
beauty and to promote good fellowship among all lovers of
nature.

To stay the most current just check the calendar on the
website!
https://washingtonalpineclub.org/current/calendar?
month=dec&yr=2015


Cabin open each weekend thru ski season!

PO Box 352 Seattle, WA 98111



Wilderness Remote First Aid Dec 4/5/6

www.washingtonalpineclub.org



New Snow Dinner Dec 12



Bulger 100 (WA 100 higest) Presentation Dec 12



Wed night ski lessons start Jan 6



Lyn G group Jan 9/10



Backcountry Class at Cabin Jan 30/31



Snoqualmie Loppet Jan 31



Ski Patrol Race Feb 12/13



Climbing Class New instructor Training March 12/13



Wilderness First Responder Classes April Weekends
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MOVING?
Please update your info on the website:

www.washingtonalpineclub.org

Fall is the time to renew your membership in the WAC for
another year. These rainy days and long nights make it super easy to do! Just look yourself up in the members section
to see when your membership expires. https://
washingtonalpineclub.org/renew-your-membership
Thanks for supporting your club! Remember you membership dues and any additional contribution are tax deductible!
You can also pay by check. Please send your check today
made out to “WAC”, to:
Washington Alpine Club
c/o Dave Wilson
3629 Whitman Ave. N
Seattle, WA 98103
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President’s Corner
Everyone is very optimistic about this year’s ski season and all the ski
areas are open with the exception of Snoqualmie. There is only about 4
inches of snow at the pass and Guye cabin. More than enough for hiking,
snowshoeing and play, but not yet enough for the skis! Doerte and I just
returned from Whistler and it was fabulous! With the clear weather the last
few days lots of people were up at Paradise and the Muir Snowfield. Not
to worry, more snow will come soon enough.
The New Snow Dinner is Sat Dec 12, at 6 pm! This year we will be over
the top with food and fun! Of course the Cabin will be open all day. This
year we are honored to have Gino and Kathy Amodei prepare prime rib
roast. Everything else will be specialty potluck. Please bring your best
specialty salad, vegetable, casserole, soup, appetizer or dessert. Can’t
cook? Bring flowers, juice, pop, or drinks! Cost? Only 5 bucks donation
per person! (13 and above) Bring some cans or packaged food to donate
to a local food bank. You can even donate money to the food bank if that
is easier.
For entertainment after the dinner Joshua Ricardi will give a special
presentation of his completion of the Bulger 100 (The highest 100 peaks
in WA). If you are a climber you’ll definitely want to see this! Many folks
will be up for the weekend to ski, snowshoe, or just relax and have fun.
Are you ready to improve or learn a new discipline? The WAC Telemark
and Randonee class is currently taking applications on the website. Don't
delay, as the class is quickly filling up. Open to skiers of all abilities. It will
start January 07 and runs six consecutive Wednesday evenings, at
Snoqualmie Pass West. Thanks to Randy Oakley for organizing this on
every year! All the info is here - https://washingtonalpineclub.org/classes/
telemark-and-randonee-skiing-class
Amanda Goodin, Colbi Cannon, Kyle Zinter been busy putting the WAC
Backcountry Travel Class together. Applications for the Basic Climbing
class are open through January 25th. Just check the website.
It is time to renew your membership! Remember your dues and any donation you make are tax deductible! Please go to the website and check to
see if you are current. If not you can renew very easily at https://
washingtonalpineclub.org/renew-your-membership The site will automatically tell you your membership status and allow you to renew, pay Cabin
fees, or pay for classes. Go to the Washingtonalpineclub.org when you
read this and renew. If you don’t have email, we’ll send a notice in the
mail.
The 2016 Board of Directors is committed to serving you for another year.
We are honored and proud to a part of the WAC. This is a very special
year for the WAC as 2016 is our 100 year anniversary! Hopefully we can
do something special this year!

The Washington Alpine Club has a
great history going back over a century now, to 1916. For its 100 year existence the WAC has always been an
eclectic collection of climbers, hikers,
peak baggers, families, skiers, and
lovers of the outdoors. I enjoy talking
to everyone in the WAC to get that
sense of the past as we look toward
the future. Please feel free to call me
or any of the Board or Chairs if you
have something you would like to suggest or have us address. We are here
for you!
The WAC is recession proof & the
best value of any Outdoor Club anywhere for over 100 years! The WAC
Community offers members a wide
variety of classes, conservation, service, leadership, fun, and fellowship
opportunities. Small and intimate,
grassroots, community based, with a
ridiculously inexpensive membership
fee, we've always been, and still are
100% volunteers and people just like
you!
The great charm of this holiday season is that it is not a particular place
or time or thing but a spirit of warmth,
generosity, and good will that is always welcome everywhere. The WAC
embodies the holiday spirit year
round!
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Snowshoe
routes in the
Snoqualmie
Pass Area
Amabilis Mountain:
This trip starts at Exit 63
(Cabin Creek). Park on
south side. 8 miles 2,100'
gain 4,554' high point
Commonwealth Basin:
This trip starts out near
the Exit 52 interchange.
Park in the parking lot for
the Summit West ski area
Cross the road & walk
west. along the snow
bank underneath the I-90
overpass. As the road
bends past the overpass,
you need to walk up the
snow bank to get into the
Pacific Crest North parking lot area. 6.5 miles
2,100' gain 4,900' high
point
Kendall Peak Lakes:
Take Exit 54 off I-90. Go
north underneath I-90
straight ahead to the Gold
Creek Sno-Park. This
route heads up F.S. Rd.
9090 straight ahead on
the west side of Gold
Creek Valley and up towards Kendall Peak
Lakes. Good views of
Rampart Ridge, Alta Mt.
& Chikamin Ridge, Mt.
Catherine, and Mt. Rainier from the top! 7-9 miles
1,700' gain 4,400' high
point

Group photo of the 2015 Basic Climbing Class

Basic Climbing Class Update (continued)
Below are some of peaks summited, walls climbed and areas visited due
to an accumulation of knowledge gained through the class.
Successful Summit Bids
Mt. Rainier

Black Peak

Tower

Ingalls Peak

Glacier Peak

El Dorado

Golden Horn

Prusik Peak

Mt. Shuksan

Mt. Daniel

Mt. Baker

The Tooth

Mt. Adams

Snowfield

McClellan Peak

Mt. Logan

Kendal Peak

To bring this to a close, it is important to note that we learned a lot about
mountaineering and had a healthy dose of learning about ourselves.
Without the dedication of the folks that put on the class, we may have
continued to stare at our Mt. Rainier through the car window without ever
taking a shot at the summit.
Cheers to parking lot beers!
By Brannely Turpen
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We could use volunteers to help
with setup, greeting folks, etc.
After dinner we’ll do a slide show
of the 50 highest peaks in WA! in
the Fireplace Room.
Okay, how much this time??
Once again, we are asking for a
mere five dollar minimum donation each to cover the costs of
the main course! That will be a
lot of food and fun for five bucks!
Guye Cabin

Questions or need more information?

Annual Snow Dinner

Email mikemahanay@gmail.com

Our Annual New Snow Dinner at Guye Cabin will be Saturday, December
12, 2015 at 6 pm.
The New Snow Dinner is an annual event to welcome in the Winter Ski
Season and encourage the white fluffy stuff to finally start to fall! This is
one of the biggest events of the year at the Guye Cabin, the heart and the
soul of the Washington Alpine Club!
Come up to our beautiful Guye Cabin for the day and play at Snoqualmie
Pass! Tour the Cabin. Inspect all the new projects done over the summer.
Or just socialize, read a book, play chess, spent the day playing outdoors
or just relax! Come early! Stay late!
This is an excellent time to spend the night! Spend the weekend! Bring
your family, friends, and guests! Get signed off to open and close the
Cabin if you have fulfilled your volunteer commitment. As always, we are
expecting a big turnout so make your plans now! You won't want to miss
this one!
We always have a volunteer do the main course! This year Gino and
Kathy will do the main course of Prime Rib!
We’ll also have plenty of great food for vegetarians. Everything else will
be specialty potluck. Please bring your very best side dishes of salads,
appetizers, vegetables, deserts, or drinks. Dinner will be a 6 pm sharp!
Annual snow dinner spread
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Snowshoer at Mount Rainier

Snowshoeing
Do you have snowshoes taking up space, collecting dust, and not being used? Please donate them to
the WAC at Guye Cabin. We use them as loaners and you can rest assured they will be put to good use! We
currently have 12 pair available for borrowing but we could use more!

Forest Service led trips
New to snowshoeing? Guided Forest Service snowshoe walks on Snoqualmie Pass offer a chance to experience winter’s beauty while learning about snowshoeing and winter ecology. This moderately paced walk meanders through extraordinary old growth forest that opens to occasional views of surrounding snow-capped peaks.
The walks are held January through March each year. They generally last 90 minutes. Group size is limited to
20 people and reservations are required. Children under the age of 10 cannot be accommodated.
Snowshoes are provided for all walks. In order to offset the costs of the program, a $10 donation per person is
suggested. Please dress for winter weather; hats, gloves, sturdy, waterproof boots, and insulating layered clothing are recommended.
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Snowshoeing without snowshoes in Gothic Basin
The forecast for Thanksgiving weekend was gorgeously sunny, so we set out to explore Gothic basin with the
possibility of scrambling to the top of Gothic Peak.
We started sometime between 8:30 and 9:30 am at 25 degrees F. There had been recent snowfall and the hoar
frost on nearby vegetation was beautiful to see. We discussed the avalanche danger that hoar frost creates for
backcountry explorers when new snow falls on top of it, and we urge everyone to be careful this month!
The trail is in great condition, with a one mile stretch of slippery ice that adds a good challenge for foot placement. There was deep snow in places close to the basin, but we didn’t have to put on snowshoes.
Even though the trail entry on WTA warns you that the road is closed due to washouts, we found it to be very
open up to the Barlow Pass trailhead. We encountered several parties along the way, with a pair of backpacking
buddies enjoying a prime camping spot.
If you want to head out there now or at the end of the winter season, check out WTA’s page for Gothic Basin:
http://www.wta.org/go-hiking/hikes/gothic-basin

Ira Rushwald enjoying the view east of Gothic Basin
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Snoqualmie Loppet—Feb 07
A winter highlight! Come join the 6th annual 35K “Citizen’s Race” from Hyak to
Cabin Creek.

Ice Climbing in Ouray,
CO!
Pat O’Brien has invited WAC

We ride the lift up as soon as they open, ski the Mount Catherine Loop, do the

members to join him on an ice

long flat Iron Horse Trail, a short loop through the Troll Hagen, then a loop around

climbing adventure from Janu-

Cabin Creek to the finish.

ary 28th to February 2nd. It is

There is a Half Loppet option that begins and ends at Hyak. For the full Loppet

not a class, just an opportunity

you’ll need to be an intermediate Nordic skier (Classic or Skate) Sign up on Facebook- https://www.facebook.com/events/254301984754494/

for people to get together and
learn/improve their skills on top
rope routes. Contact Pat for
details.

The Washington Alpine Club

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

PO Box 352
Seattle WA 98111
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