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Ice Climbing in Ouray
A group of about twelve of us went to Ouray, Colorado for 3-4 days of ice
climbing in late January/early February this year. For a number of us this
has become a winter annual trek. Ouray is a very small town in southwest
Colorado nestled in the mountains at about 6500 ft. It’s about an hour’s
drive from Telluride but most people fly into either Montrose (40 min) or
Grand Junction (2 hours).
We always stay at the same place, the Comfort Inn, as we’ve gotten to
know the owners who are very nice. There is a free self-serve breakfast,
chocolate chip cookies in the late afternoon, and best of all, a very nice
hot tub.
Our days were typically, go to breakfast at 6:30-7:00 AM, be out the door
by7:30-8:00, drive 5 minutes to the climbing area and then hike in. Now
the hike in was usually 5 minutes so not too bad. Depending on which
climbing area you go to, the hike can be up to about 25 minutes, still very
manageable. We were climbing in an ice park, not backcountry waterfalls.
The ice park is a natural, narrow ravine with water pipes running along the
top with sprayers. When it is cold enough they turn these sprayers on in
the evening to create new ice for the next morning. (continues on page 5)

Book of the month
Dead Mountain
In February 1959, a group of
experienced hikers in the Russian Ural Mountains died mysteriously on an elevation known
as Dead Mountain. This gripping work of nonfiction delves
into the mystery through unprecedented access to the hikers' journals, government case
files, interviews, and the author's retracing of the hikers'
fateful journey in the Russian
winter. Here for the first time is
the real story of what happened that night.
Author: Donnie Eichar
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Looking Ahead

Incorporated 1916
MEMBER OF: Federation of Western Outdoor Clubs, Washington Trails Association. Washington Environmental Council. Washington Wilderness Coalition. MidFORC Coalition
The primary objective of this club is to encourage the healthful enjoyment of the great outdoors, to preserve its natural
beauty and to promote good fellowship among all lovers of
nature.

To stay the most current just check the calendar on the
website!
https://washingtonalpineclub.org/current/calendar?
month=dec&yr=2015


Cabin open each weekend thru ski season!
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MOVING?
Please update your info on the website:
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It is time to renew your membership
Fall is the time to renew your membership in the WAC for
another year. These rainy days and long nights make it super easy to do! Just look yourself up in the members section
to see when your membership expires. https://
washingtonalpineclub.org/renew-your-membership
Thanks for supporting your club! Remember you membership dues and any additional contribution are tax deductible!
You can also pay by check. Please send your check today
made out to “WAC”, to:
Washington Alpine Club
c/o Dave Wilson
3629 Whitman Ave. N
Seattle, WA 98103
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President’s Corner
Winter has settled in to spring conditions as of February. Some rain,
soft slushy snow, and secret pockets of power if you know where to find
them. The snow pack is currently about 6 feet- still tons of snow and it
will last well into spring. Quite a change from our 1 foot of base last year
at this time. On the Bluebird days many folks are heading to the Muir
snowfield above Paradise to enjoy the high elevations snow and fantastic views.
We want to thank everyone for renewing their membership for another
year. That WAC does lots of great things that introduce and teach people the skills they need to be safe and successful in the mountains. We
could not do this without your ongoing support. Thank you!
We would like to thank all our volunteers for helping us for the last year
(and years past) with our classes and Cabin. Working together we have
made the WAC into something very special. We certainly appreciate the
continuing support of those who have already contributed. Do you a
special skill or free time to help? We would like to get to know you better
and we could really use your help. Volunteering with the WAC can be
very rewarding and provide an additional avenue to finding interesting
things to do with the Club.
The 2016 Climbing Class will be underway this month. Thanks to the co
-chairs and all the volunteer Instructors who work so hard to organize
and teach this and other WAC classes!
There are several Cabin events in March and April. Please check the
calendar in the Bulletin or on the website for dates. Just a reminder- the
last weekend in March is Sahalie’s annual end of season Mardi Gras.
There will be very limited parking that weekend.
As the ski season looks like it will be finished early this year, start making your plans to visit Guye Cabin in Spring & Summer. Already most of
the I90 trails are hikeable. Many people say that Snoqualmie Pass is
even more appealing in the summer! At these times you will find the
Cabin is generally quiet and relaxed. We will do some work parties
starting in May. We’ll do a few Cabin improvements and will focus on
Trail work and firewood. The Cabin is a great place to meet new friends
and renew old friendships!
April 23/24 is the 17th annual Olympic Beach Cleanup, our yearly service trip. The winter storms, unfortunately, bring a new delivery of flotsam and jetsam to our beaches.

Started as a grass roots effort by
our good friend Jan Klippert, the
coastal clean now goes all the way
from the Long Beach Peninsula to
Cape Flattery. The WAC portion is
Hoh Beach. Come join the fun! We
have participated since the second
year and each year it has been
even more fun than the year before!
It makes everyone feel good to
know they help cleanup the only
wilderness coastline in the lower
48. Come on out on April 23, to
where the cold glacier water from
Mount Olympus meets the Pacific
Ocean! You can come for the day,
or overnight. Sign up with Mike.
Also in April is the Wilderness First
Responder Classes. There are two
classes- each over two weekends.
We urge everyone in the WAC to
be trained in first aid and this is a
great opportunity. All the info is at
Wilderness First Responder Classes
What is the Washington Alpine
Club? An all volunteer grass roots
local community organization that
supports outdoor recreation and
each other. It is a huge effort to run
our organization. There are over
200 people that play key roles in
teaching, organizing, and motivating students on a yearly basis.
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President’s Corner
(continued)
They do this for no reason other than the satisfaction it brings them to
see others experience the
wonders of the Pacific
NW and grow in skills and
confidence! A long standing tradition, the WAC
began in 1893 helping to
create Mount Rainier National Park, and is stronger than ever with 500
members! Most of them
actually know each other.
Do you know someone
who would be a good fit
for the WAC? Please take
some time and introduce
them to some of the
many benefits our unique
Club has to offer, and get
them online to sign up!
They will thank you for it!

First aid lecture in action

Wilderness First Responder classes coming up!
The WAC would like to remind everyone of the upcoming Wilderness First
Responder (WFR) classes. It is best to register early for the best prices. If
you're active with the club or think taking this class would make you more of
an asset to the WAC, we are offering partial tuition waivers for those qualified. Get in touch with Pat Beurskens for details or fill out the grant application on the WAC website. Links below:
WFR April 1-3 & 9-10
WFR April 15-17 & 23-24
From the website:
Distance Learning Project (DLP) courses are designed for students who are
motivated to study at home and who are unable to attend a 9 day standard
WFR. Registered students will prepare for the course with our online study
website*, text books, case studies and online testing. The 5 day practical
skills session will focus on hands on skills and review of the pre-course study
through case studies and simulations. All students must pass the online tests
before attending the practical skills session.
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Ice climbing in Ouray
(continued)
Unfortunately it wasn’t cold enough to do that when
we were there as late afternoon temps were in the
30s. So no new ice, but still plenty of ice for us to
climb.
Being 12 of us we set up 5-6 ropes in an area, rappelled or walked to the bottom and began climbing
a route. We then just moved to another route as
the day went on climbing all of them, doing variations on them to spice things up, and generally
having a hell of a good time. We ended most days
fairly early heading back to the Inn for a long sit in
the hot tub with beer and/or manhattans. Then it
was off to dinner and more beer. The younger
crowd (which I am not a part of) then went off to the
tavern for even more beer.
As I mentioned, this has become a ritual as it is so
much fun and so easy to do: short hike, climb at
any level you wish, jump in the hot tub, have dinner, and then do it all over again day after day.

Ice climbing!

What could be more fun.
Join us next year if you wish.
By Ira Rushwald

Enjoying a well deserved dinner
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WAC Winter Backcountry Class is done
Be safe out there and always be sure to make your own decisions

Backcountry class group
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Everest Icefall Doctors back on the mountain
The Everest climbing season is in full swing now, as the famed Icefall Doctors have made their way to base
camp to train and start setting up the treacherous route to Camps 1 and 2.
The first groups of climbers are getting ready to leave for Nepal in a few weeks, and everyone will be eager to
hear about the first ascents after two years of tragedies.

Icefall Doctor training gear, photo courtesy of Phunuru Sherpa (Lead Guide)

Training for the 10 Icefall Doctors is organized this year by the Khumbu Climbing Center and the Sagarmatha Pollution Control Committee, with support from the Petzl Foundation.
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The Enchantment permits
changed this year
Starting this year, the limited entry overnight permit season for the Enchantment Permit Area will increase by six weeks to help manage increased visitor use and resulting resource damage at this popular destination. Permits for overnight stays will now be required from May 15
through October 31.
The regular lottery window is now closed but those who didn’t get a permit
have another chance to get it in the morning of April 1st. At around 7am,
those permits that were not confirmed will be released on a first come first
served basis.
More information here: http://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/okawen/passespermits/recreation/?cid=fsbdev3_053607

The Washington Alpine Club
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