Climbing Class at Mt Erie
At Mount Erie with the WAC Basic Climbing Class. Couldn't have
asked for better weather or a better group of such enthusiastic students.
And the bald eagles flying overhead where an added bonus.
Here's Aarthi pulling off a textbook rappel of the nose -
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WASHINGTON ALPINE CLUB
Incorporated 1916
MEMBER OF: Federation of Western Outdoor Clubs,

Washington Trails Association. Washington Environmental
Council. Washington Wilderness Coalition.
MidFORC Coalition

Looking Ahead!
WAC Calendar
May 7 > Board Meeting
May 12/13 > Nathan Hale ( exclusive use )

The primary objective of this club is to encourage the healthful
enjoyment of the great outdoors, to preserve its natural beauty
and to promote good fellowship among all lovers of nature.
PO Box 352 Seattle, WA 98111
www.washingtonalpineclub.org
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May 16 > Guye Cabin: Open House, BBQ, Work Party
May 29-31 > Alpine Climbs II
June 6-7 > Mount Baker Climb
June 13 > Guye Cabin: Open House, BBQ, Work Party

June 27-28 > Environmental Science Class
July 11 > Guye Cabin: Open House, BBQ, Work Party
July 19/21 Born to Run running Camp ( exclusive use)
July 31/Aug 02 >Snoqaulmie Pass Trail Runs

Aug 8 > Guye Cabin: Open House, BBQ, Work Party
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Randy Oakley
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Susan Ashlock, Alex Ford
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Join the WACLIST on Yahoo!
If you want to get mail on the WAC email list, join the yahoo
group at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/waclist/

Post message: waclist@yahoogroups.com
Subscribe: waclist-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
Important: You must be a current member! We have to approve
you before you can join. All we see is your email address unless
you tell us more. Please put your name in the comment section.
As much as we love you all, we haven't memorized your email
addresses, and if we can't figure out who you are from your
email address alone, then we'll deny your request.
If this happens to you just apply to join the group again and in
the comment section, tell us your name.
Does the WAC have your good email address?

Please update your info on the website:

You can check these things on the WAC website.
Please go to www.washingtonalpineclub.org

www.washingtonalpineclub.org

If your address changes please let us know!

MOVING?
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President’s Corner May 2015
May is here and we are enjoying lengthening days of sunlight, and
warmer temperatures although not necessarily drier weather. The snow
is all but melted out at the Cabin, so many of the Trailheads normally
buried in snow until July are already snow free and hikeable. The ski
areas are all long closed. The best skiing is on the volcanoes. Mount St.
Helens, Camp Muir, Mount Baker, and Mount Adams are all fantastic
trips on spring corn. Above Paradise up to Camp Muir on a clear day is
wonderful – but each turn has to be earned by some hard work booting
or skinning up. The volcanoes will beckon well into the summer.
Have you ever wondered how many members are in the WAC? This
year we have 499 members! The Club is very successful with all the
activities and classes that we do. Thank you for your ongoing support of
your time and dues each year. We really appreciate you! The WAC
plays a vital role each in the community with its classes and fellowship
activities.
Our 2015 Climbing Class will be on Snoqualmie Pass the next two
weekends and will base out of Guye Cabin for climbs of The Tooth,
Lundin, and other alpine summits. We have a very strong group of students this year, and we have an excellent group of instructors! Our class is unique in that we limit the class to 32 student s to
ensure the optimum student to teacher ratio.
For the fourteenth year in a row the WAC participated in the Olympic Wilderness Beach Cleanup. Lead this year by John Sargent there were 12 participants this year with the most perfect beautiful weather. Working as a team and emphasizing fun they
easily made the Hoh River beaches look like humans had never set foot on them before. We expected to see Captain Cook
sail by looking for the Northwest Passage like he did some 500 years ago! It is a fantastic feeling to take an opportunity to
“give something back” and enjoy the amazing beauty and wilderness at the Pacific Ocean in the Pacific Northwest. Everyone
came back with good stories and new experiences! Thanks to everyone who helped out.
How do you get in touch with other WAC people? It’s easy and there are several ways. Our excellent Washington Alpine Club
web page is one. Everything you want to know about the WAC is there! You can find out what is happening in the club, find
members email addresses and phone numbers, check trip reports, and see upcoming events. We also have the WAC’s Facebook page. It takes a bit of work but networking within the WAC is a great way to meet people and have fun. Get to know the
WAC community.
Our Club has one of the most active, collaborative, dedicated and progressive Boards ever. Everyone is working hard for the
best interest of the Club. We continue to work to reduce expenses, keep the Club overhead at a minimum, and make things
easier for those that come after us. We continue to work on updating the Club Constitution, and evolving the Club from a
501C7 to a 501C3 status. If you can help or have comments please contact us. We are also working on updating our website
with new technologies to make it easier to manage our Club and for members to network. Many other people work very hard
and put in hours to keep the WAC moving forward. Did you know that there are well over 100 people that help with our classes
each year? Almost that many people help out at Guye Cabin during the work parties each summer.
New this year we’ll have the Cabin open one weekend a month in conjunction with the work parties. The first one will be on
May 16. This is your chance to spend the day, or overnight and enjoy the beauty of summer. You can also choose to participate in the work party. We have two special tasks this year- the pumphouse and the Drying Room furnace both need attention.
If you help with either of these please let us know. The second work party will be June13. On the right day we’ll do some
touchup painting outside of the Cabin, and work on landscaping. There is also trail work to do at the bridge, north of the br idge,
and beyond. And yes, firewood to haul, cut, split and stack for next winter. I’m sure we will come up with some other fun stuff
to do. Later we’ll fire up the grill and have a potluck cookout of burgers and stuff. Come on out and visit the Cabin, and bring
some food and drink to share. Build some memories at Guye Cabin! We will have these open houses and work parties each
month into October. Again, this is a great opportunity to visit the Cabin in the summer and/or stay overnight. If you are up to do
a hike or climb stop in afterwards to visit or eat.
What is it that makes the WAC so special? I think about that often. Certainly a lot has to do with our long outdoor history, our
steadfast commitment and laser focus on conservation and education, and our wonderful Guye Cabin. Mostly it is simply the
amazing spirited people in the WAC. You, our members, your family and friends, are what make our Club truly extraordinary,
and fun! Thank you all!
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The Naked Mountaineer by Steve Sieberson
If you’re looking for an enjoyable book on climbing and travel, you can’t do better than The Naked
Mountaineer – Misadventures of an Alpine Traveler. Released in late 2014 by the University of Nebraska
Press, the tales of mountain obsession and travel mishaps will be a welcome addition to your collection
of alpine literature.

Author Steve Sieberson, a longtime Seattle attorney and WAC member in the early 1990s, displays a gift
for storytelling and a self-deprecating sense of humor that set The Naked Mountaineer apart from the
typical heroic mountain expedition book. A few examples of his misadventures:
On the Matterhorn, a mountain he had worshipped since childhood, Sieberson battles his own doubts, but
then he encounters an eccentric British climber whose massive ego and love of naked selfies send the
narrative spinning in an entirely different direction.
At the top of Mt. Vesuvius, after subsisting for three days on nothing but Dutch cookies, Sieberson realizes that he has traveled all the way to Italy for a zero-visibility climb whose entire elevation gain is six
hundred feet.

Sieberson develops an epic case of
travelers distress
in a rain forest as
he struggles to the
top of Borneo’s
13,435’ Mount
Kinabalu. He survives the experience, but questions
whether it might
be time for him to
grow up.
While the book is
as much about
travel as mountain
craft, there is plenty of climbing to
go around. Intriguingly, Sieberson
writes of being one
of the last people
to ascend Mount St. Helens before its 1980 eruption, and one of the first to summit when the peak reopened in 1987. In another chapter he contrasts an exhausting 44-mile trek to the top of Washington’s
Mount Olympus with a thoroughly pleasant scramble up the original Olympus in Greece.
As for his time in the WAC, Sieberson explains that he joined to learn Telemark skiing in a midweek
class at Snoqualmie Summit in 1990. “It was often raining, but we convinced ourselves that we were
having fun,” he recalls. “The course must have been a success,” he adds, “because today, at the age of
66, I am still an avid free-heeler.”
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WAC President Mike Mahanay was an early reviewer of the book, and in his blurb on the book’s back
cover Mike writes:
From Western Washington to Italy to Indonesia, this is a fun and delightful book. For anyone
who has traveled or wished to travel to remote places, Steve Sieberson’s The Naked Mountaineer gives an entertaining and humorous account of his mountain adventures and the characters he met along the way.
Sieberson was also fortunate to have a
foreword written by legendary Mount
Rainier guide Lou Whittaker. The two had
never met, but Whittaker cheerfully consented to support a fellow writer/climber.
He loved the book, and he comments:
The Naked Mountaineer captures the essence of what lures us into the mountains .
. . . I have read countless mountain books,
but I literally couldn’t put this one down.
Steve is an explorer and a climber, but
more important, he is a great storyteller. .
. . With so much philosophy and humor in
this book, I could have read another dozen
chapters.
A decade ago Sieberson left Seattle to pursue a new career as a law professor at
Creighton University in Omaha. “There’s
a negative and a positive to this,” he notes.
“I miss the Northwest and my beloved
mountains, but I do visit during school
breaks, and now I have time to write the
stories I have been carrying in my head for
so many years.” A sequel about a summer
of climbing in the British Isles is in the
works.
The Naked Mountaineer is available at
independent bookstores and from all major online booksellers. Sieberson will do a
reading and signing at the downtown Seattle REI store on the evening of July 15.

You can learn more from his author webpage: www.stevesieberson.com
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Climbing Class at Mount Erie
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Guye Cabin– Looking Ahead
Summer at the
Cabin
The snow is gone from
Guye Cabin! It already
looks like the end of June
at the pass, so now is the
time to get an early start
on hiking, climbing, running, and biking in the
Cascades.
We'll have the Cabin open
for general use one weekend each month. This is a
perfect time to stay overnight, visit the Cabin, have a BBQ lunch, or even help with the summer chores.
See the date belowThis will give you an appreciation of all the hard work that goes into keeping Guye Cabin operating, and
give you the chance to see what Snoqualmie Pass is like in the summer.

Using the Cabin
The dates below are perfect to use the Cabin even if you don’t do the work party. If you want to schedule
the Cabin for an event with friends or family, just check the calendar on the website to see if your date is
free. The Cabin is a perfect place for retreats, camps, classrooms, birthdays, anniversaries, vacations, reunions, or just to get away from it all.

Work Parties: all the Guye Cabin Work Party dates are on the website!
We’ll do a lunch or BBQ each day. Come for day or stay overnight! Most of the tasks anyone
can so but there are some that require special skills. Some of the things we do each year:
 Pumphouse upgrades (Can you help?)
 Drying Room furnace repair ( Can you help?)
 Have fun
 Trail work
 Yard work
 Collect, buck, split, and stack wood for next winter
 Paint (inside and outside)
Dates: (2nd Saturdays of the month)
May 16
June 13
July 11
August 08
October 10

December 2007
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Want to know what is going on in the WAC?
Just log in to the new WAC website!
Please take some time to log in and explore. Everything about the WAC is located here. You can
easily see announcements and upcoming events right on the Front Page!
https://washingtonalpineclub.org/ Can’t get access? Just email us and we’ll get you going!

The Washington Alpine Club
PO Box 352
Seattle WA 98111
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