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WASHINGTON ALPINE CLUB
Incorporated 1916
MEMBER OF: Federation of Western Outdoor Clubs,
Washington Trails Association. Washington Environmental
Council. Washington Wilderness Coalition.
MidFORC Coalition
The primary objective of this club is to encourage the healthful
enjoyment of the great outdoors, to preserve its natural beauty
and to promote good fellowship among all lovers of nature.
PO Box 352 Seattle, WA 98111
www.washingtonalpineclub.org
Board Of Trustees
President
1st VP
2nd VP
Treasurer
Secretary
Ex-Officio Pres

Mike Mahanay
Pat O’Brien
Susan Ashlock
Dave Wilson
Elden Altizer
vacant

Winter Division
Telemark Ski
Back Country

Oct 10 > Open House and Work Party
Oct 10/11 Environment Science Class
Oct 18 > Open House and Annual Meeting
Wed Ski Class enrollment coming soon
Winter Backcountry Travel Class enrollment

coming soon
Nov 5 > Board Meeting
Nov 26/29 > Thanksgiving at the Cabin

Dec 4/5/6 > Wilderness First Aid Class
December 19 > New Snow Dinner
Dec 25 > Christmas at Guye Cabin
Pat O’Brien
Jennifer Louie, Kyle Zinter
Chelsea Sweetin, Tim Dardis

The WAC is on Facebook

Randy Oakley
Susan Ashlock, Alex Ford

Property & Membership
Cabin Chair
Mike Mahanay
Work Party
Mike Mahanay
Membership
Dave Wilson
Publicity
Kay Ishi
Cabin Supply
Tami Sargent
Public Relations
Bulletin Editor
Conservation
Circulation
By Laws

WAC Calendar

Dec 3 > Board Meeting

Directors
Eli Holmes
Ira Rushwald
Jiri Pertold
Joanna Hingle
Pat Beurskens
Alpine Division
Climbing Class
Co-chairs

Looking Ahead!

Amber Casali
Mike Mahanay
Dave Mitchell
Ira Rushwald

MOVING?
Please update your address on the website:

www.washingtonalpineclub.org

Join the WACLIST on Yahoo!
If you want to get mail on the WAC email list, join the yahoo
group at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/waclist/
Post message: waclist@yahoogroups.com
Subscribe: waclist-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
Important: You must be a current member! We have to approve
you before you can join. All we see is your email address unless
you tell us more. Please put your name in the comment section.
You can update your info on the website:
www.washingtonalpineclub.org
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President’s Corner October 2015
Wow! Did you see the total lunar eclipse last Sunday! We were so
lucky to have perfect visibility so everyone could enjoy the spectacular event. After the hot dry summer and fires, we were happy to
see some rain in September and move to more seasonal fall weather. There was little rain, warm temperatures, and sunny skies almost every day. Ideal weather for being on the mountains! At
home, I am ready to get a nice fire going in the fireplace!
The days are shorter and the mornings are much cooler. Right now
is the time to take that trip to the high country to see the larches in
their stunning yellows. Other fall colors abound, the bears and marmots are finally getting very sleepy, and the rhubarb at the Guye
Cabin garden is done for another year. Pumpkins are ripe and orange and will soon be turning into jack-o-lanterns at Snoqualmie
Pass. Looking up from Guye Cabin the alpine meadows are alive
with yellows, reds, and orange colors.
October is the time to renew your membership. Take a minute to
log on to the website and see if you are up for renewal. Help the
WAC by renewing for multiple years online via the website. You’ll save money and time. If you need any help accessing
the website or your information please let me know and I will help. We are wrapping up 2015 with a very healthy 517
members. With our new 501(c)(3) status, membership dues and monetary donations are tax deductible!
The WAC Winter Forecasting Department is predicting a bit drier and warmer for the fall, but we do know the Godzilla
El Nino will arrive and the snows will start to come this month. The ski areas will open soon after. Don’t forget to pick up
your annual ski pass this month. The price will go up at the end of October. It only takes 7 days to pay for the pass. If
you or the kids ski, or are enrolled in lessons, then the pass might work for you.
The Intermediate Climbing Class wrapped up last weekend. They enjoyed perfect weather for the entire class. We
couldn’t have better co-chairs! Thanks to everyone who organized the weekends and everyone who volunteered to help
out with this class.
Guye Cabin is ready for the winter! At the work party last weekend we had over 30 people bucking and splitting wood
and stacking it inside. We also did lots of trail work, as well as cleaning inside and out. To name just a few, thanks to
Dale Ott, Gene, Lyn, Archie, Curt, Diane, Dave Mitchell, Elden, Phil, Jeff Wright, Ralph and Virginia, Dennis and Axel,
Roger, Luke, and Mark- as well as assorted guests and friends!
Thanks to the more the 60 people who participated in the work parties over the summer! This translates to over 500
hours of volunteer work done at Guye Cabin! Thank you all! Your support is very much appreciated!
The WAC is fortunate that we are a 100% volunteer organization. Folks participate because they are motivated to teach
others, help out, and do the right thing. Motivation is having the encouragement to do something. It comes from deep
inside. We are lucky to be involved with this wonderful group of like-minded people that love the outdoors.
Sunday, October 18 is our Annual Meeting at Guye Cabin. As always, we will have an array of great food (specialty
potluck) and fun. We’ll have an Open House beginning at 10:00, Potluck at 12:00, Group Photo at 1:45, Meeting at
2:00. If you can’t come, be sure to send your proxy vote.
The New Snow Dinner will be December 19 at 6:00 pm. In keeping with a 83-year tradition, we are looking for someone, or a team, to organize the entrée. It can be anything you want, and you are reimbursed, so please give me an
email or call soon if you would like to lead this dinner. (There have been several wishes for pulled pork!)
Outdoor activities tend to foster independence, self-reliance, and critical thinking. In this wonderful time between summer and winter, please visit the highlands, come out and meet your old friends, and make some new friends at one of
the many WAC events.
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Obituaries
Jim Brown was born December 1, 1934, in Seattle and died March 29,
2014 in Bellingham, WA of natural causes.
He was a graduate of Cleveland High School. He was a lifelong volunteer; a Boy Scout, a member of the Ski Acres Ski Patrol, the Washington
Alpine Club, Seattle Mountain Rescue, and the Seattle Sailing Association. Jim was a great skier. He ran and taught the WAC ski classes for a
few years and did back country touring, which was then called Winter
mountaineering. In recent years he was a valued participant with many
groups including the Skagit and Anacortes chapters of the Hearing Loss
Association of America, the Out of Sight Skagit County Low Vision Support Group, San Francisco Pelican
Viking Fleet III, and the Skagit Unitarian Universalist Fellowship where he was faithful, rain or shine, traveling the miles to church on his bright yellow Cab Bike.
He worked for Seattle City Light and Seattle Engineering Dept. then retired to a home he built himself in
Skagit County. He loved to travel and took thousands of photos of his many adventures. He instilled a love of
the outdoors in all of his kids. He became passionate about bread making after he traded a digital camera for
his first bread machine.
He is survived by daughters Jennifer DeShong, of Carson, WA, and Blythe Brown of Kodiak, AK, sons Ian
Brown of Ellensburg, WA, Murray Brown of Carson, WA, and Hugh Brown, of Hood River, OR; six grandchildren, two great-grandchildren, ex-wife Jo Brown of Kodiak, AK, and their spouses and extended families.
He was predeceased by his son, Keith and brothers Larry and David. Remembrances or donations may be
made to any of the volunteer organizations he so passionately supported.
Peter Steele was born on January 11, 1926 near Vermillion, Alberta. He was
the second of four children born to Maude Florence (Elmhirst) and Erastus
Lyman Steele.
Having gone to a one-room schoolhouse, and with no high school education, Peter served in the Royal Canadian Air Force, including a brief stint in England at
the end of WWII. He went on to earn a B.S. in Dairy Bacteriology at the University of British Columbia and an M.S. in Agriculture at Washington State College. Upon graduating, Peter moved to Seattle and became a US citizen. He
worked for 34 years at Carnation Fresh Milk and Ice Cream Company where he
held positions including Quality Control Director and Milk Plant Superintendent. Peter met his sweetheart, Mary Jane Ferguson, at a Skandia folk dance
and they married on July 9, 1960.
An avid mountain climber with the Washington Alpine Club and Mountaineers, Peter summited every major
peak in Washington and Oregon. In the WAC Pete held many leadership roles- including being on the Board
of Directors, Cabin Chair and Dance Chair. He is mos famously remembered for starting the climbing class.
He was a dedicated skier through age 86 and served on the volunteer ski patrol at Ski Acres for 15 years. He
also thoroughly enjoyed square dancing, camping, travelling, and tinkering with mechanical/electrical inventions in his home shop.
After living a fulfilling life, Peter passed away June 29, 2015 surrounded by his loving family. He is survived
by Mary Jane, his sister Barbara McGillvray of Surrey, BC, his daughter Diane (Dick) Sine of Bigfork, MT,
his son David (Danielle) Steele and daughter Dana (Michael) Korch, both of Seattle, and his adoring grandchildren: Benjamin, Elena, and Annalise Korch; Tara and Emmett Steele; Kim McKeown, and Michael and
Stephen Sine. He was predeceased by his sister Patricia Megaw of Vernon BC and brother Ken Steele of Edmonton, AB.

December 2007
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Guye Cabin– Looking Ahead
October 10: Open House
Open House and maybe a Work Party!
10 a.m.-3 p.m. | Lunch at 1 pm
John Sargent will host the Open House
and if there is anything to do we'll do it!
We will definitely have lunch so if you
are in the neighborhood please stop by.
This is an excellent chance to learn
about Guye Cabin.

October 18: Annual Meeting
Each year the Washington Alpine Club holds an Annual Members Meeting at our historic Guye Cabin.
Everyone is encourage to attend! Old members, new members, wayward members, prospective members,
guests, and family!
We’ll have an open house, potluck lunch, and annual meeting with Club report and election of the Board of
Directors. Tour Guye Cabin and the property. Meet the folks that make up the Club. See old friends and
make some new ones!
Open House: 10 a.m.-12 p.m.
Potluck Lunch: 12 p.m.
Annual Meeting 2-3 p.m.

Nominations for Board of Directors 2016!
Mike Mahanay
Pat O’Brien
Susan Ashlock
Elden Altizer
Dave Wilson
Ira Rushwald
Jiri Pertold
Eli Holmes
Pat Beurskens
Joanna Hinkle

President
Vice President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director

mikemahanay@gmail.com
patobwac@yahoo.com
susan.ashlock@gmail.com
eldenaltizer@msn.com
dw801@yahoo.com
irushwald@gmail.com
pertold@gmail.com
e2holmes@gmail.com
patb4@hotmail.com
johingle@gmail.com
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Guye Cabin Photos
Inner City Outings “Train the Trainer”
More info at:
http://www.seattleico.org/public/home.aspx
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WAC Proxy Form
Please mail your proxy this week!
Note: If you have email you will have received an electronic Proxy already.

WASHINGTON ALPINE CLUB 2015
ANNUAL MEETING PROXY FORM
The Annual Meeting arrives on schedule on October 18, 2015 - always the 3rd Sunday In October.
The event is held at the Guye Cabin.
At the general meeting all WAC members will have a chance to vote on the agenda issues, including voting
in the 2016 Board of Directors.
Can't attend? Well, you can still vote by proxy. Please use this form. Fill it out and give it to someone you know
will be there. Have that person take this form to the meeting. Your proxy form must be physically present at
the meeting. There's no line item provision, so you entrust your vote to any and all issues your proxy will be
voting on.
You can have the secretary act as your proxy. Mail your proxy form so that it arrives no later than Thursday,
October 16th.
WAC Secretary

Washington Alpine Club
PO Box 352
Seattle, WA 98111
Please print your name_______________________________________________________________________________
will vote by proxy at the 2015 Washington Alpine Club General Meeting.

Please sign___________________________________________ Date ___________________

FOLD AND MAIL, or scan and email to the WAC Secretary, Elden Altizer, or any Board member.
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Want to know what is going on in the WAC?
Just log in to the new WAC website!
Please take some time to log in and explore. Everything about the WAC is located here. You can
easily see announcements and upcoming events right on the Front Page!
https://washingtonalpineclub.org/ Can’t get access? Just email us and we’ll get you going!

The Washington Alpine Club
PO Box 352
Seattle WA 98111

First Class

Address Correction Requested
Do not forward
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