New Snow Dinner Dec 20th
Don’t miss this event at Guye Cabin! Bring your family and friends
and enjoy the pass, open house, have dinner, and have fun. This is a
good opportunity to introduce your friends to the Cabin and meet
the diverse group of folks that make up our Club!
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WASHINGTON ALPINE CLUB
Incorporated 1916
MEMBER OF: Federation of Western Outdoor Clubs,
Washington Trails Assn. Washington Environmental
Council. Washington Wilderness Coalition.
MidFORC Coalition
The primary objective of this club is to encourage the healthful
enjoyment of the great outdoors, to preserve its natural beauty
and to promote good fellowship among all lovers of nature.
PO Box 352 Seattle, WA 98111
www.washingtonalpineclub.org
Board Of Trustees
President
Mike Mahanay
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Pat O’Brien
2nd V P
Susan Ashlock
Treasurer
Dave Wilson
Secretary
Elden Altizer
Ex-Officio Pres

Looking Ahead!
WAC Calendar
Now > Time to renew your membership
Now >Telemark/Randonee Class registration is open
Now > Winter Backcountry Class registration is open
November 15/16 > Wilderness First Aid Class at Cabin
December 20 > New Snow Dinner
December 27 > Sargent group for Day use
January 01 > Climbing Class Enrollment Begins
January 07 > Telemark/Randonee Ski Class starts
January 31/Feb 01 > Backcountry Class at Cabin
February 7/8 Backcountry Class at Cabin
April 3/5 > Advanced First Aid

Directors
At Large
Eli Holmes
At Large
Ira Rushwald
At Large
Jiri Pertold
At Large
Joanna Hingle
At large
Pat Beurskens
Alpine Division
Climbing Class
co-chairs
Winter Division
Telemark Ski Randy Oakley
Back Country Susan Ashlock
Property & Membership
Cabin Chairman Archie Brenden
Work Party Mike Mahanay
Membership Dave Wilson
Publicity
Kay Ishi
Cabin Supply Tami Sargent
Public Relations
Bulletin Editor We need one!
Conservation Mike Mahanay
Circulation
Dave Mitchell
By Laws
Ira Rushwald
MOVING ??Update your info on the website

www.washingtonalpineclub.org

April 11/12 > Advanced First Aid
March - June > Basic Climbing Class
April 18 > Olympic Beach Cleanup

Join the WACLIST on Yahoo!
If you want to get mail on the WAC email list, join the yahoo
group at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/waclist/
Post message: waclist@yahoogroups.com
Subscribe: waclist-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
Important: You must be a current Member! We have to approve
you before you can join. All we see is your email address unless
you tell us more. Please put your name in the comment section. As much as we love you all, we haven't memorized your
email addresses, and if we can't figure out who you are from
your email address alone, then we'll deny your request. If this
happens to you just apply to join the group again and in the comment section, tell us your name.
Does the WAC have your good email address?
You can check these things on the WAC website.
Please go to www.washingtonalpineclub.org
If your address chances please let us know!
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President’s Corner November 2014
Everyone is excited to see what this year’s ski season will bring. Cliff Mass
has told us it will be a La Nino this year which could produce some big
storms. We have not had any snow at Guye Cabin so far this fall, which is
somewhat unusual although not unheard of. There has been some on the
peaks around 5000 feet. There is good snow reported on the Muir Snowfield, Mount Baker, and Whistler. Randy Oakley and other have been out in
the backcountry and report some good skiing. Also, Randy has already organized the Wednesday night ski class. Registration is open with discount
passes available.

partners, and community. I am very proud (as
we all are) to be a part of the WAC community!
Have a fantastic winter season!

We recently had an excellent Annual Meeting at Guye Cabin. We had wonderful weather. Eli Homes gave a special presentation about her family’s
canoe trip north of the Brooks Range in Alaska. What an amazing adventure they had! Several people spent Saturday night, and spent Sunday
morning hiking trails, doing a chore, or having fun. Everyone enjoyed the
most delicious food for lunch, while we caught up on old friends that we
hadn’t seen all summer, and some new ones too. Afterwards, we easily had
a quorum for meeting. The WAC has a very high level of involvement by its
members. Old and new, from all aspects of the Club were in attendance. It
was a real treat to meet everyone that attended and see their enthusiasm and interest in our Club. The WAC continues
to be really focused on the future and how we can improve everyone’s experience while maintaining the historical
uniqueness and tradition of the WAC.
The biggest news in the WAC is our new website. Thanks to Dave Wilson for putting in countless hours putting this
together. The best part is that it will allow the WAC to go paperless with online waivers and dues and class payments.
Check it out! www.washingtonalpineclub.org
Our 2014 Board and Chairs have done a fantastic job over the last year. We have a fantastic, motivated, and committed
team managing the WAC and it shows. We want to thank outgoing Director Mike Daly for his years of service on the
Board. I am sure at some point he will return for another stint. We welcome Joanna Hinkle to the Board as our newest
Director. Our Club continues to improve every year. Once again most of our current Directors have agreed to stay intact
for the 2015 year. The 2015 Board of Directors were voted in by the members at the Annual Meeting.
If you have not renewed for 2015 already it is simple to do via our new website. We won’t send out bills, so please
check the website and follow the instructions to pay online. Many people save a little money and pay for multiple years
to make it easier on themselves. Also be sure to include your annual Cabin Fees.
When you run into these folks that guide our Club as it approaches its second century be sure to give them a big
“thank you”! Our club is run 100% by volunteers donating lots of time, energy, money, and effort. We can make the
WAC whatever we want it to be, it just takes folks willing to step up and volunteer as an instructor, lead that first aid
class, climb, outing, snowshoe, ski lesson, cabin repair, or kids hike!
Coming up on December 20, is our annual New Snow Dinner at Guye Cabin. Anyone want to volunteer this year? If you
have an idea for an entrée and want to prepare it for 50 people just let me know! You can do anything you want. As
always, vegetarian selections, salads, veggies, and deserts will be specialty potluck. Yummm! Please join us for a wonderful afternoon, evening, and night at Guye Cabin. We hope to see new members, and those of you that haven’t been
up for a while. With any luck we’ll have some of the WAC musicians on hand for some songs. We’ll also have a slide
show. An evening of great food, lots of fun, meeting old friends, and making some new friends! Cost? Suggested $5
donation per person to cover the cost of the entrée.
What can be better than a Wednesday evening skiing? Randy Oakley has put together the WAC Telemark / randonee
class on Wednesday nights. Our class has been around for over 20 years and is the largest telemark class in the country! It has produced many of Washington’s best backcountry skiers. They are already accepting applications online so
help spread the word. We hope to again have Guye Cabin open on Wednesday nights for the duration of the class, so
plan on some overnights!
November always brings Thanksgiving Day, a WAC favorite, our wonderful national feast day, and one of our most important holidays. On this special day, we all pause for a moment to reflect on the bounty of our lives, and also those
people less fortunate than ourselves. As our Club travels into it’s second century we continue to work to ensure that this
gift to us from the past is preserved and that we take care that it will remain intact for centuries to come, and our children’s children. In many ways this has been a tough year for us. A lot has happened in the last year, but we have many
reasons to be very proud of our club. We are thankful for the natural gifts we have, and most importantly for our friends,
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Can you help the WAC?

Are you interested in developing your leadership skills? Are you ready to be a part of the leadership team that
will lead the Washington Alpine Club into the 21st Century? We have several positions available now.
We need a membership Chair, and a Bulletin editor
Please contact any Board member for more information.
If you have the time, energy, and drive to assist with any of these things
please contact your President – Mike Mahanay at mikemahanay@gmail.com

Telemark Randonee Ski Class
Wed Nights!
Come join the oldest and largest telemark ski instruction program in the US. The program also has classes for Randonee /
Alpine skiers. Develop your skills so you can enjoy the backcountry even more.

Wednesday night Telemark / Randonee lesson program for 2015
This evening program helps you improve your ski descent skills during
uncrowded weeknights. Classes are organized by ability level -- so that
your classmates are skiing at about the same level.
All levels between "never skied" and "advanced" are available.
Location: Summit West -- just across the freeway from the WAC Cabin.
Days/Dates: Wednesdays: Jan 7, 14, 21, 28; Feb 4, 11, 2015.
Times: Lessons run from 7:30-9:30 PM
Lesson cost: $165.00 when you sign up prior to December 1st , after
that $215.00 – Availability may also be limited after December 1st.
Discounted season’s passes may also be purchased along with lessons.
More Info / Sign Up: Contact Randy Oakley @ SkiWeds@gmail.com or 425-736-6493

The Bulletin is produced my embers of the WAC
Do you have a story or photo you would like to share? Please send it in to us.
Climbing Hiking Biking Skiing Partners
Many folks are looking for skiing, hiking, biking, and climbing partners. The Yahoo Waclist is a very effective way of looking for someone on short notice. Participating in Club events is also an excellent way
of making new friends and finding long term partners.

December 2007
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Introducing the new WAC website! Special thanks to Dave Wilson for pulling this together for the past
year. All of our membership information will be managed through the new website. Note that the
wacweb.org website is slated for recycling soon so please update your bookmarks on your phones,
tablets and computers.
Go to www.washingtonalpineclub.org today and create a new password, update your personal information, upload your photo, and link to Facebook and other social media.
Also pay your membership dues and Cabin fee to support us for 2015!

December 2007
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Washington Alpine Club 2014 Incident Report summary
(Basic Climbing Class data)

Author: Joanna Hingle (johingle@gmail.com), with contributions from Susan Ashlock and Jenni
Conrad.
This was our second year recording incidents via an incident report form. The 2014 Backcountry
and Intermediate Climbing Classes were also trained to use the same form this year (for the first
time), but generated no reports. We had good participation from the Basic Class, with 11 reports
filed, though two of them were for the same incident, leaving 10 total incidents reported. The total number of program days for this class is approximately 600 program-days ((30 students + 20
instructors) * 12 days). The number of injuries was 7, compared with 3 in 2013. The injury rate
was 7 / 600, or 12 injuries per 1000 program-days.

Summary data

2013

2014

Accident

2

3

Medical Incident

2

1

Near Miss

6

6

Total

10

10

Report details

2013

2014

Incidents involving rockfall

40%

0%

Percent involving ice axe
arrest station at snow 1

0%

40%

Median number of days between incident and report
filing

3

1

Percent of IRFs that got cochair level feedback

50%

40%

The complete Risk Management Committee report is available on the
Risk Management Committee website https://sites.google.com/site/wacrisk/

December 2007

Page 7

Guye Cabin in the Fall!
Things needed for Guye Cabin:
Historic climbing, skiing equipment, memorabilia,
photos, stories of the WAC. Wooden chairs

Do you have snowshoes that you don’t use

anymore? How about donating them to the Cabin?
We’d like to have enough for people to borrow and
return.

Each weekend is a great time to spend time at the
Pass and the Cabin.

The Annual New Snow Dinner 2014! December 20!
The WAC Annual New Snow Dinner at Guye Cabin will this Saturday, December 13, 2008 at 6 pm. The Cabin will be open
all day so come up as early as you want.
The New Snow Dinner is an annual event to welcome in the Winter Ski Season and encourage even more of the white fluffy
stuff to fall! This is one of the biggest events of the year at the Guye Cabin, the heart and the soul of the Washington Alpine
Club!
Come up to our beautiful Guye Cabin for the day and play! Tour the Cabin. Inspect all the work done by our ace Cabin
Crew. Or just socialize, read a book, play chess, snowshoe up Commonwealth Basin, go Nordic, lift ski, backcountry ski,
relax, or even work on the Cabin!
Come early! Stay late! Spend the night! Spend the weekend! Bring your family, friends, and guests! Make some new
friends! We are expecting a big turnout so make your plans now! You won't want to miss this one!
The Cabin will be open all weekend beginning Friday evening (overnight fees required)
Open House from 2-5.
Dinner at 6 pm sharp!
Slide Show 7 pm
Entertainment following the slide show
We are looking for someone to organize/prepare the main course. This can be anything you want it to be,
(vegetarian is okay too) as long as there is enough for 60-70 people. Chris did a fantastic job last year with port
tenderloin. There will also be plenty of great food for vegetarians. All sides and everything else will be specialty potluck.
Please bring your very best side dishes of salads, appetizers, vegetables, deserts, or drinks. Flowers are good too!
We are looking for volunteers to assist with setup, greeting folks, and entertainment!
Okay, what is the cost for all this great food, and fun? As usual, we are asking for a mere three dollar minimum donation
each to cover the costs of the main entrée.
Questions or need more information? Email Mike
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The 9th annual Green Seattle Day is Saturday, November 8th!
Green Seattle Day is a meaningful way to connect with nature and create a healthy and vibrant community by planting native trees and shrubs in a park near you. The event takes place in 21 parks city-wide. Find a park you love in
the list below (more links coming soon) and register now to help us plan a great event!

The Washington Alpine Club
PO Box 352
Seattle WA 98111
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