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Franklin Falls
Almost unknown to the WAC is the winter wonderland of Franklin
Falls! Only a mile from the Cabin, Franklin Falls is right in our back yard.
The falls change every week as the temperature goes up or down.

Book of the month
The New American Road Trip
Mixtape

When your life plan explodes,
The trail is packed snow so snowshoes and/or micro spikes are necessary. Witness snow-blanketed trees, the almost frozen South Fork of the
Snoqualmie River, and the very breathtaking frozen waterfall.

you ask yourself the big questions: What do I really need in
life? How can I make my life a
work of art? Should I buy a
house? Have kids? What is a
life? Part ballad to the ro-

mance of the road and part
heart-searching treatise on
the American Dream, this is
Leonard's raw, often hilarious,
barstool storytelling at its
best.
Author: Brendan Leonard
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Looking Ahead

Incorporated 1916
MEMBER OF: Federation of Western Outdoor Clubs, Washington Trails Association. Washington Environmental Council. Washington Wilderness Coalition. MidFORC Coalition
The primary objective of this club is to encourage the healthful enjoyment of the great outdoors, to preserve its natural
beauty and to promote good fellowship among all lovers of
nature.

To stay the most current just check the calendar on the
website!
https://washingtonalpineclub.org/current/calendar?
month=dec&yr=2015
•

in—March 4-5
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Basic Climbing Class Instructor Training at Guye Cab-

•

Basic Climbing Class Instructor Meet & Greet—Feb 23
at the REI Flagship Store, 7:00 PM

Join the WACLIST on Yahoo!
If you want to get mail on the WAC email list, join the yahoo
group at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/waclist/
Post message: waclist@yahoogroups.com
Subscribe: waclist-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
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MOVING?
Please update your info on the website:

www.washingtonalpineclub.org

Fall is the time to renew your membership in the WAC for
another year. These rainy days and long nights make it super easy to do! Just look yourself up in the members section
to see when your membership expires. https://
washingtonalpineclub.org/renew-your-membership
Thanks for supporting your club! Remember you membership dues and any additional contribution are tax deductible!
You can also pay by check. Please send your check today
made out to “WAC”, to:
Washington Alpine Club
c/o Dave Wilson
3629 Whitman Ave. N
Seattle, WA 98103
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President’s Corner
Winter has been with us for about two months now and it has
been a very fine winter indeed. There’s been lots of snow for
all of us skiers, snowboarders and snowshoers. We have also
seen some excellent quality snow as conditions were cold for
quite some time giving us real powder snow rather than the
“cascade powder” we often get. I’ve seen lots of reports from
people about their fabulous days skiing in the backcountry.
There was even some ice out at Franklin Falls that I was able
to partake in, quite a rarity around here.
There is currently a lot of activity in our WAC classes. The
backcountry ski class has been meeting for a couple of weeks
now and have completed their basic training with avy transceivers that was conducted at the cabin last weekend. This
weekend they are doing their first bc ski tour. Our wed night ski classes
and our x-c ski classes are also underway
Things are also ramping up for the 2017 basic climbing class. Students
have been picked and instructors have their Meet and Greet Feb 23 at
REI. Please try to attend if you plan on helping out this year. There will
be a new instructor training at the cabin March 4.
The Wilderness First Responder Class is also coming up soon. That
class will take place at the cabin March 31, April 1&2, and then April
8&9.
Some of you using the cabin may have noticed the fire hose is gone.
Rob Miller took a close look at this and realized it was not even hooked
up to anything and really wasn’t functional either. The Board decided it
was best to remove the hardware as we didn’t want anyone trying to
use it in a real fire plus it took up space. Rob and Mike Mahanay did
the work to take the system out. Thanks to both of them. There will be
more on this in the March Bulletin.
Some of you may know the WAC helped support getting a toilet at the
Vantage climbing area. Those of you who have gone over there know it
is insufficient given the number of people using the area. We have
signed on with a number of other organizations to try to get a second
toilet there as it is greatly needed. Approval has not been received yet
but when it does, we will let you know. The WAC will donate to this
cause as we did for the first one.
I hope you are all enjoying our wonderful snow and hope to see some of
you out there.
By Ira Rushwald
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Guye Cabin Update
Water Test
We recently had the water tested at the Cabin for lead and other bad
things. The results came back this week and our water meets or exceeds
the standards in all areas. Here is the link to the report:
https://washingtonalpineclub.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Cabin-water-testresults-Jan-2017.pdf

Usage
The Cabin is seeing record usage this year, at least in the modern era. It
was open continually the last two weeks of December and is seeing lots of
use each Sat night. Friday nights are less busy. Lots of people are coming
or the day too!
We have an ever-growing awesome group of wonderful people keeping the
Cabin in good order. The Cabin is organized and extra clean. Please be
sure to help us out by parking only in our area, keeping the kitchen & dining
room clean, doing some chores, hauling the trash and recycles home, and
shoveling snow. It very important this year to keep the path to the Cabin
open and the snow off both the front and back steps. Everyone should allow 30 minutes to help out. Don’t know, or unsure what to do? Ask someone! The Cabin is open from Friday afternoon until about 3:00 pm Sunday
afternoon.
Guye Cabin is a true mountain lodge, and it is evident that the WAC has a
very strong winter division. Always watch the kids and be careful outdoors.
(There is ice, as well as tree wells and cornices.) Be sure to be respectful of
the other folks, and follow the Cabin rules to ensure everyone has a good
time. Be responsible and educate your guests and they will have an even
better time. Yes, all guests and kids need to do a chore too! There is always something to do!
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Basic Climbing Class Update
Instructors for the 2017 Basic Climbing Class will soon be asked to sign-up to volunteer for the different intown and field outings planned for the class! Feel free to follow the link below:
https://goo.gl/forms/TFJrRffsCV5NAca72

Training for NEW instructors at the Guye Cabin will take place on March 4th and 5th.
•

Saturday March 4th: the living room will be used from 8:00 to 12:00.

•

Sunday March 5th: the living room will be used from 8:00 to 10:00.

Training will take place outdoors for the rest of both days.

If you are planning to volunteer as a returning or brand-new instructor this year, DON’T MISS the official
Instructor Meet & Greet on February 23rd at the REI Flagship Store in Seattle at 7:00 PM.

Backcountry Ski Class
It has come to my attention that not everyone in the WAC knows what our backcountry ski class is all about so
I thought I’d take this opportunity to give you some information that will help your understanding.
The backcountry ski/splitboard class is basically an AIARE I class plus more. Students attend lectures in Seattle on avalanche safety learning why and how avalanches occur, types of snow conditions that cause them,
terrain features that cause them, how to conduct stability tests, etc.
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These classes are currently taught by avalanche professionals from NWAC.
We also have four trips planned to the mountains to learn these skills. The first one is a weekend at the cabin
where students learn how to use their avalanche beacon to locate single and multiple burials, how to probe and
how to shovel quickly. Time is of the essence in these scenarios. They also learn how to build emergency
snow shelters.
Two-day trips are then conducted where we apply the skills learned in the lectures. In addition, good skinning
techniques are shown and how to do a kickturn, which must be practiced to become proficient. Finally, we
have an overnight ski trip where all the above are applied plus learning how to snow camp.
By the end of this class students have the basic knowledge and skills to head into the backcountry with some
confidence but it is recommended they still go out with experienced people for some time to gain further
knowledge and skills for backcountry travel.
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