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Cabin Fire Suppression System
The first thing I noticed during my initial visit to the WAC cabin
in 2010 was the really cool looking firehose on the wheel in
the main entryway. “Wow, this place is really rustic,” I thought
to myself. Last October, while attending the WRFA First Aid
class, I took another, closer look at the hose and wheel it was
on. I discovered the wheel was damaged and could not be
rotated at all making it impossible to unwind the hose from the
wheel. I later learned the water pipe to the hose was decommissioned in ~2012. The new sprinkler system was installed
in 2003 but the decommissioned hose wheel was never removed. The hose function has been replaced with a modern
sprinkler system described below. So, the decision was made
by the WAC Board to retire the old firehose.

Book of the month
No Barriers: A Blind
Man's Journey to Kayak
the Grand Canyon
Erik Weihenmayer is the first and
only blind person to summit Mount
Everest, the highest point on
Earth. Descending carefully, he
and his team picked their way
across deep crevasses and
through the deadly Khumbu Icefall;

Continued on page 4

when the mountain was finally
behind him, Erik knew he was going to live. His expedition leader
slapped him on the back and said
something that would affect the
course of Erik’s life: “Don’t make
Everest the greatest thing you ever
do.”
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Looking Ahead
To stay the most current just check the calendar on the
website!
https://washingtonalpineclub.org/current/calendar
•

Basic Climbing Class Instructor Training at Guye Cab-

in—March 4-5
•

Peer-to-Peer Training at Guye Cabin—March 11-12

•

Basic Climbing Classroom Instruction each Tuesday
night beginning February 28th and running to June 6th.
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MOVING?
Please update your info on the website:

www.washingtonalpineclub.org

Membership Renewal Time
If your membership is lapsed please renew. Don’t miss out
on WAC benefits. Renewing your membership is quick,
easy and inexpensive: https://washingtonalpineclub.org/
renew-your-membership
Thanks for supporting your club! Remember you membership dues and any additional contribution are tax deductible!
You can also pay by check. Please send your check today
made out to “WAC”, to:

Washington Alpine Club
c/o Dave Wilson
3629 Whitman Ave. N
Seattle, WA 98103
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President’s Corner
I was up in the mountains twice
this past week and winter is still
clearly with us. It was snowing
both days and there is no sign it
is letting up anytime soon. This
of course is good for our snowpack, our glaciers and our spring
climbing season. So many of our
hikes and climbs are easier in
the snow as it keeps the brush
down when going off trail. I suppose for those only going on
trails it’s not so great but usually
for us climbers it’s a good thing.
I’d like to thank everyone who
has renewed their membership
for 2017 and urge everyone who
hasn’t to please do so. The
WAC does a lot of great things
and we cannot do this without
your help. It is very easy to do
online and many people have not
done so yet.
There is going to be a lot of activity at the cabin during the month of March so
please check the schedule. There is New Instructor Training for the basic climbing
class March 4-5, Peer to Peer training March 11-12, and BSA Troop 282 March 1819. There will also be the Wilderness First Responder Class March 31-April 1, and
Apr 7-9. The cabin is still open to anyone who wants to go up there but it will be
busy these days and the living room area may be having classroom sessions in
them during the day.
Our Basic Climbing Class has just started with our first class being held Feb 28 on
Capital Hill. The class runs until mid-June. Thank you to our Co-chairs who have
worked hard to bring this class together. Also, our Backcountry Ski and Snowboard
class has now finished their classes.
By Ira Rushwald
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Cabin Fire Suppression System
Continued from page 1
The hose has been removed from the place
where it stood guard in the main entryway since
1960 (the date stamped on the nozzle). We will
always fondly remember our trusty firehose that,
thankfully, never needed to be called into action.
With the wheel gone there’s more room to move
around in the entryway now where we take our
boots off before entering the living room. The old
damaged wheel has been sent to recycle. We
are considering what to do with the hose itself.
Possibly we may hang it up somewhere for its
historical value.
In 2003 the WAC cabin was equipped with a
modern sprinkler based fire suppression system.
The modern system was installed by Donn
Knox, Les Sargent, Bill Hooper and Dave Mitchell with the assistance from Mike Mahanay.
Dave Mitchel installed smoke detectors and the
alarm system. The equipment is centered in the
ping-pong room outside the restrooms.. The
large pipes and control valves are in the compartment next to the electronic controller. The
system is a “dry” system, meaning the water
pipes that feed the sprinklers throughout the
cabin don’t have water in them. This is to prevent the pipes from freezing in winter when the
heat is off. If heat from a fire causes a sprinkler
to open that will release the air pressure in the pipes. That in-turn, will cause a water valve
in the control compartment to open feeding pressurized water into the pipes to put the fire
out.
There is an air compressor in the compartment that keeps the pipes pressurized. From time
to time you may hear the compressor kick on for a few minutes. This is normal. If, while visiting the cabin, you hear alarms at the control station or notice some other problem please
don’t try to fix it yourself. Instead please telephone one of the numbers that can be found
near the control panel in the ping-pong room. There are instructions on the fire alarm on the
wall near the control box that describe how to silence warnings and reset the alarm. Also,
there is a list of phone numbers with the instructions in case of any serious problem.
Continued on page 8
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Basic Climbing Class Update
Instructors for the 2017 Basic Climbing Class have been asked to sign-up to volunteer for the different in-town
and field outings planned for the class! Feel free to follow the link below:
https://goo.gl/forms/TFJrRffsCV5NAca72
Instructor Meet and Greet was held at REI in Seattle on Thursday, February 23rd. We had a big turnout. We’re
going to have a great group of instructors for this year’s Basic Class.
Training for NEW instructors at the Guye Cabin will take place on March 4th and 5th.
•

Saturday March 4th: the living room will be used from 8:00 to 12:00.

•

Sunday March 5th: the living room will be used from 8:00 to 10:00.

Training will take place outdoors for the rest of both days.

Avalanche Safety Reminder
On January 27th Mike Mahanay and I did some work at the cabin. On the way
home at the end of the day, with Mike driving, I had the rare opportunity to ride
in the passenger seat. Westbound on I-90 I had a really clear view of Granite
Mountain as we passed Exit 47. I could see three separate slab-avalanche
scars on the upper flanks of Granite Mountain. All of them were large, I guess
several hundred feet wide, with their crowns just below the summit ridge and
running all the way down into the
trees. Seeing that reminded me
of the large WARNING sign at
the Granite trailhead, “Area subject to sudden dangerous snow
slides”.

Granite Mountain is particularly
notorious. Tragically, there have
been several avalanche-related
fatalities on Granite in recent
years. Always treat avalanche
hazard on Granite with respect.
My personal advice is to wait a
week after any significant new
snowfall before attempting Granite Mountain. Then, before climbing Granite in snow check the
NWAC web site. Whatever hazard level NWAC has for the general area, it’s
not a bad idea to consider Granite to be one level worse.
Other mountains in the Snoqualmie Pass area have similar risks and require
the same level of caution. I call out Granite because of its popularity with dayhikers. Be safe by being cautious. If in doubt, there’s no shame in a vigorous
Mount Si hike.
By Robertson C. Miller
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Olympic Coast Beach Cleanup April 29/30
The 16th year of this annual event.
“The wildest, the most remote
and, I think, the most picturesque beach area of our whole
coastline lies under the pounding
surf along the Pacific Ocean in
the State of Washington… It is a
place of haunting beauty, of
deep solitude.” William O. Douglas
Jefferson Cove is a beautiful low
tide beach about a mile long. At
the North end is the first ladder
and the route over the big Hoh
Head that eventually makes it’s
way to Third Beach, some 17 miles distant. Hoh Head can never be rounded, even at an extreme low tide. It is 1.5 miles to the low tide beach at the North side of Hoh Head, and 3.5
miles by trail to Mosquito Creek.
You are invited to participate in a grand adventure: to join others in removing debris from of
Olympic National Park beaches. We will again do the Oil City Beach and Jefferson Cove
Beach south of Forks. Every year we
see Bald Eagles, seals, and lots of life
in the tidepools. We will camp at the
Hoh Beach on Saturday evening, about
two miles from the trailhead. It often
takes repeated trips back to the Trailhead to remove the debris. Typically we
have a beach fire and entertainment in
the evening. Unfortunately since we are
in the National Park pets are not allowed.
Continued on next page
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Olympic Coast Beach Cleanup April 29/30
Continued from previous page
I would like firm commitments by April 01, but
of course will take late comers up to the last
minute. The clean up is energized by a partnership of Olympic Peninsula community service organizations, businesses, tribal and government agencies. Volunteers will comb
ocean beaches from Kalaloch South Beach in
Olympic National Park to Hobuck Beach on
the Makah Reservation. Contact Mike Mahanay at mikemahanay@gmail.com to register.
Marine debris will be hauled off the beaches
and piled at trailheads or cache sites for disposal. This community/volunteer effort will
help preserve the natural beauty of this unparalleled Washington wilderness resource.
Beaches easily accessible by car or a short hike are appropriate for a one-day outing. Some
beaches will require a single overnight stay. More remote beaches will require a several day
commitment from volunteers with no-trace wilderness backpacking skills. Emphasis of the
2006 clean up will be on remote, difficult to reach wilderness beaches. Because
of their remoteness, many of
these beaches have never
had a thorough clean up before. Hardy wilderness savvy
volunteers are needed. Debris removal from the cache
sites will occur at a later
date.
WAC volunteers should register at the field operation
site at at the Olympic National Park Ranger Stations at
Port Angeles, or Kalaloch.
Volunteers will record data
about the debris they collect.
The information will provide a snapshot record of the coast and help identify sources of the
debris. The data will be used for oceanographic research of interest to naturalists and marine scientists from the Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary and Olympic National
Park.
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Cabin Fire Suppression System
Continued from page 4
Say good by to the old 1960 fire hose. She was a loyal
friend guarding the entryway for over five decades.
By Robertson C. Miller
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