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Rainier Summit Fumarole Cave
Expedition
The Washington Alpine Club helped support the Rainier Summit Fumarole
Cave Exploration Expedition this past August. The expedition organization
is part of the “National Speleological Society (NSS)”. The NSS is “dedicated
to advancing the study, conservation, exploration and knowledge of caves.”
A call for volunteers was posted by Eddy Cartaya on the Washington Alpine
Club’s Facebook page. Volunteers were needed to help porter down gear from Rainier’s
summit on August 6th. That
schedule happened to coincide
with a planned summit climb
lead by Robertson Miller. The
offer was made to help carry
gear down from the summit to
Ingraham Flats. The climb was
successful with Scott Hannaman, Abhijit Joshi and Darren
Chromey. At the summit RobGear in the summit crater ready to be
ertson and Scott each loaded
loaded for the trip down to Ingraham
Cave Expedition Gear into their
backpacks for the trip down to
Ingraham Flatts. Also, while at the summit Robertson made radio contact
with Peter Horsman’s climbing team some 5,000 feet lower on the Inter
Glacier. Peter’s team successfully summited the following day.
Robertson received the following e-mail from Eddy Cartaya a few days later:
I want to personally thank all of you for a super successful,
safe, and productive study of the Mt Rainier fumarole glacier cave
systems. This was an enormous group effort to make it possible
for 4 scientists to complete a 5 day study in the summit craters. Everyone gave 110% and everyone got along, which speaks
volumes on how selfless and dedicated everyone was with their
part of this thing. Everyone got down safe and we had no significant injuries. (Be advised we do still have a couple of teams going
back up to summit to get the last few loads of gear we had to
leave, so the work is not even yet totally over.)
You should all be very very proud! The summit of Mt Rainier is
one of the most remote, technical, and brutal places in the continent to base a research camp. When we first proposed this operation to MORA in 2015, we were told it was the biggest and most
ambitious event that has ever been attempted in the history of the
park. With over 100 people involved in over 14 days, and over
1500 pounds (worth over half a million dollars) of gear moved over
10 miles of technical glaciated terrain with nearly 11,000 feet of
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Book of the month
The Carry
Robertson Miller’s new novel dedicated to
Search and Rescue. A private plane piloted by an American war hero with his
family spanning three generations
onboard disappears in the mountains.
After a desperate plea for help from another war hero, a major search and rescue
mission is launched. Meanwhile, a hiker
sets out to climb a 9,415ft mountain on his
own and fails to return causing his fiancée
to report him lost triggering another search
mission. After the National Reconnaissance Office gets involved using a Global
Hawk drone, the two search missions
each make dramatic, unexpected, discoveries. Emotions run high during the dramatic conclusion.
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Looking Ahead
To stay the current just check the calendar on the website!
https://washingtonalpineclub.org/current/calendar

MEMBER OF: Federation of Western Outdoor Clubs, Washington Trails Association. Washington Environmental Council. Washington Wilderness Coalition. MidFORC Coalition
The primary objective of this club is to encourage the healthful enjoyment of the great outdoors, to preserve its natural
beauty and to promote good fellowship among all lovers of
nature.
PO Box 352 Seattle, WA 98111
www.washingtonalpineclub.org
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Is your Contact information up to
date?

Robertson Miller
Mike Mahanay
Dave Mitchell
Ira Rushwald

MOVING?
Please update your info on the website:

www.washingtonalpineclub.org

If your membership is lapsed please renew. Don’t miss out
on WAC benefits. Renewing your membership is quick,
easy and inexpensive: https://washingtonalpineclub.org/
renew-your-membership
Thanks for supporting your club! Remember you membership dues and any additional contribution are tax deductible!

You can also pay by check. Please send your check today
made out to “WAC”, to:
Washington Alpine Club
c/o Dave Wilson
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President’s Corner
What a summer this has been! The weather
has been amazing for pretty much anything
you want to do whether in the mountains, city,
boating, swimming, gardening, biking, etc.,
etc. I don’t think they know whether it is due
to climate change or not but it is not unusual
for us to have extremely nice summers. However, this one did set records for continuous
days without rain.
I’ve seen many posts on Facebook from members of the WAC that I know personally so I
know they are getting out there to do a lot of
climbing and hiking. One notable achievement this summer is by Wayne Begasse. He
becomes the second WAC member to finish the top 100 highest peaks in Washington by
the Bulger List. I was with Wayne when we climbed #100, Storm King, as were two other
WAC members Heather Whitney Fourie and Alli Harmon. This is quite an achievement and
makes Wayne only the 63rd person to do this. Pat O’brien is the other WAC member to
have accomplished this.
There is still one work party at the cabin left this summer for you to participate in. That one
is Saturday, September 16 so it would be great if a few people can come out to help. Also,
the WAC is working with the Washington Climbers Coalition and the Access Fund to clean
up the Tieton climbing area. We will be doing this on Sunday September 24 so again we
need your help. We signed up for 10 people to help out and are short of that number right
now so please help out if you can.
Sunday October 15 will be our annual meeting at the cabin. More details will be coming out
about this later in September. Please mark your calendars so you will be able to attend.
The WAC is a great organization that runs completely on volunteers, without you there
wouldn’t be a WAC. Please consider helping out with various aspects of the WAC whether
it be our classes: climbing, backcountry skiing, or first aid, or becoming a director (we only
meet once a month and not in the summer), helping out at the cabin, or helping to organize
a WAC event.
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Basic Climbing Class Update
Co-chairs have already started planning meetings for the 2018 Basic Climbing Class. The 2017 class was fantastic. We can expect a really strong group of instructors in 2018. Spread the word to your climbing and hiking
friends who may be interested in the class. We’re looking forward to another great group of students.

Wilderness & Remote First Aid Class
It's that time of year again; the nights are getting a bit chillier, leaves are
starting to fall and you just realized you've forgotten most of your wilderness first aid skills! Well, the WAC has you covered. We will be offering
another Wilderness and Remote First Aid course this year. The date is Oct 27 - 29
This course is highly recommended to any instructors in our various classes
we offer and is pretty much required if you're one of my climbing/backcountry partners.
You will learn the basics of caring for a patient in the backcountry in the beautiful setting
of the WAC cabin at Snoqualmie Pass.
We look forward to seeing you all there. Keep an eye on the website as well as the Facebook page for updated details.

Ladybugs at the summit
of Mount Stuart
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Guye Cabin by Mike
Mahanay

Wow! What a fantastic summer
this has been! Guye Cabin has
been open and used more this
summer than anyone's memory.
We will keep this going into the
fall, so make your plans to come
up!
The Cabin Team has gathered
and split enough wood to keep the
Cabin warm for the coming winter,
remodeled the bathrooms, installed new lighting, completed
trailwork, and painted!
This summer we hosted the Chris
Ash Family Reunion, Physics
Class from Nathan Hale School, Cascade Crest 100 Training Runs, Pacific Crest Trail thru Hikers, Cascade Crest Race
Day, Work Parties, and Open Houses!
Thanks to Dale Ott, Mark Hume, Johnny Moeller, Archie Brenden, Segah Sailor, Elden Altizer, Thomas Pope, Marian
Kobel, Dave Mitchell, John Sanford, Marc Galt, John Sargent, the Spencer, and the Gutierrez Family and a host of others for your help at the Open Houses and Work Parties.
A big effort this summer has been hosting the
PCT Hikers. These folks started in the spring and
are almost at the end of their 2600 mile hike from
Mexico to Canada. Thanks to Johnny Stine, Dan
Wood, Segah Sailor, Karen Wiggins, Elden Altizer, Rob Miller, Kyle Johnson, and Tom Pope.
They are still coming and we hope to host them
well into September. Can you help out? You don't
have to be around all the time, just introduce yourself, get them situated and then have fun.
More to come!
September 09/10 Inner City Outings Train the
Trainer
September 16 Last Open House of the Season
October 15 Annual Meeting (Potluck Lunch and
Open House)
October 27/28/29 Wilderness Remote First Aid
Class
December 09 Annual New Snow Dinner

Science at Guye Cabin! Picture is of UW
physicists, a cosmic ray physicist from
Fermi, a couple teachers, and students.
The goal was to compare the cosmic
ray muons at different altitudes. They
started at Guye Cabin and worked their
way back to the UW stopping along the
way to take altitude and cosmic ray
measurements.
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Rainier Summit Fumarole Cave Expedition
<Continued from page 1>
vertical climbing one way…you better believe it’s true. FYI, diligent requests for brief
helicopter support to minimize impact and
personnel risk were made, but denied, despite 2 years of effort and hundreds of pages
of written justification. Thankfully the expedition was blessed with great weather, and
good route conditions
To me, the most exciting thing was to
see that so many people from the area cared
enough about the value of this resource and
project, that they would give up their time,
and risk personal safety to make this study
possible. This alone should convey to the
park and community how valuable this cave
resource and study is!

Expedition high-camp at Ingraham Flats. Note the heavy
smoke in the background that persisted all week.

This was not a recreational trip! This was
an important study that you all volunteered to
support. For some, this was a work trip. For most others, this was a volunteer effort to support some very important objectives. The results will help meet park management objectives, further important science in a number of disciplines, help understand and monitor one of the world’s most dangerous volcanoes, establish a search
and rescue pre-plan, and make it possible to share the
beauty and mysteries of these caves with the public. All this is possible because of all of you!
I am still tallying the numbers and organizations
that contributed to this, but it is most definitely a grass
roots effort, both from the geographical and professional standpoints. I think we had more mountain and cave
rescue organizations represented there than at most
national gatherings! The professional organization
groups is probably even bigger. I was honored to be
with everyone of you on this team…even if your part
was not witnessed by me. We had no “spare people”
or expendable resources. Everything and everybody
There is a lake deep under the ice in Rainer’s crater.
was a critical link to success. No matter where you were
or what you did, you were a critical link in this operation.
My one regret is that there is no way I can adequately thank or acknowledge any of you. You gave far more
than we could ever acknowledge. My hope is that the experience of participation, the photos to come, and the
acknowledgement in future articles and papers will at least offer some satisfaction. I am working to make sure
that every single person who set out to help us is acknowledged. This is a lot of folks, so forgive me if I do not
get it right the first time.
Eddy Cartaya
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To the Washington Alpine Club! - Mick Pearson

We want to welcome you to the Kaf Community!
Thank you for your support and excitement for rock climbing; you are Kaf Adventures.
Your openness to learn and adventure truly fuels this community and reinforces our passion to instruct. We hope you enjoyed the training day, and look forward to climbing with
you again soon!
“ Such a glorious day at Mt. Erie. Thanks to each and everyone of you. It was such a gift to
work with you, and I look forward to spending more time with you in the future. Keep us
in mind for future trainings, social events, and as a resource. I’d love to see photos of you
all climbing epic routes in record time in teams of 3
“
~ Mick
Editors note: After the successful Multi-pitch Rock Climbing class the Washington Alpine Club is in the planning stages
of a Crevasse Rescue course with KAF Adventures. An announcement will be forthcoming.

September 2017—Volume 100, Issue 6

Page 8

Wayne Begasse completes the
Bulger 100
Congratulations to Wayne Begasse for completing
the Bulger Top 100—Washington State’s one hundred highest peaks! Wayne is a 2011 Basic Climbing Class grad. After completing the Basic class
(editor’s note: I remember Wayne was one of the
strongest climbers in the 2011 class) Wayne started knocking out the Bulger list. Along the way he’s
taken many other WAC members to the summits
of Washington’s highest peaks. Wayne’s achievement is a testament to his determination and to
the quality of the Basic Climbing Class.
If you are interested or know others who may be
interested in improving climbing skills consider the
Basic Climbing Class, led by Pat O’Brien (WAC’s
other 100 Highest laureate)
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