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2018 Basic Climbing Class
Starting soon—The Basic Climbing Class Co-chairs report that planning for this year’s climbing class is going smoothly. Eighty-six prospective students have applied for 32 spots in the class. Student
selections were completed last week
of January. Thanks to the hard work
of our class Co-chairs venues have
been reserved, necessary permits
acquired, books and gear purchased,
and especially great, we have many
excellent speakers lined up for Tuesday night classes, both for students
and Instructors. The Instructor Meet &
Greet is scheduled for Thursday, February 22, 7pm-9pm, at Vertical World
in Ballard.
This year we will introduce “extended
rappel”, a change to the WAC Way for
setting up rappel that we hope will be
more intuitive and easier to do. This
will be demonstrated at the Instructor
Meet & Greet.
Heads up on one important issue. For
the protection of our climbing students
we require each qualified student to have and maintain medical insurance during the class period. This requirement applies to instructors as well. Anyone participating in the class who does not have
medical insurance must inform the Co-chairs.

Charity of the Month

Access Fund
Liberty Bell Project
The Washington Alpine Club is supporting an Access Fund project to rehabilitate trails leading to the Liberty

Bell spires. The Washington Alpine
Club will match the first $1,500 of
member donations.
As climbers, we have a personal
stake in the health of our outdoor
landscapes. Join us in protecting our
outdoor landscapes and the climbing
experience we love. The future of our
sport depends on it.
See page 4 below
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Looking Ahead
To stay the current just check the calendar on the website!
https://washingtonalpineclub.org/current/calendar

MEMBER OF: Federation of Western Outdoor Clubs, Washington Trails Association. Washington Environmental Council. Washington Wilderness Coalition. MidFORC Coalition
The primary objective of this club is to encourage the healthful enjoyment of the great outdoors, to preserve its natural
beauty and to promote good fellowship among all lovers of
nature.
PO Box 352 Seattle, WA 98111
www.washingtonalpineclub.org
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MOVING?
Please update your info on the website:

Please keep your membership upto-date
If your membership is lapsed please renew. Don’t miss out
on WAC benefits. Renewing your membership is quick,
easy and inexpensive: https://washingtonalpineclub.org/
renew-your-membership
Thanks for supporting your club! Remember you membership dues and any additional contribution are tax deductible!
You can also pay by check. Please send your check today
made out to “WAC”, to:
Washington Alpine Club
c/o Dave Wilson
3629 Whitman Ave. N
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President’s Corner
Winter has been with us for about two months
now and it is not the winter we had been hoping
for. While there has been a large quantity of
snow in the last few weeks, the weather has gotten quite warm and as such, the skiing has not
been the best. There was a week of fabulous
skiing but unfortunately for most people, it was
on weekdays and by the time the weekend arrived it had warmed considerably and the snow
in the backcountry was not particularly good.
Each year is different and we never know what to
expect so we just need to take it as it comes
along and enjoy what is available to us. Hopefully February and March will still allow for some fun
skiing/boarding/snowshoeing.
There is currently a lot of activity in our WAC
classes. The backcountry ski class has been
meeting for a couple of weeks now and have
completed their basic training with avy transceivers that was conducted at the cabin last weekend. This weekend they are doing their first backcountry ski tour. Our wed night ski classes are well under
way and there are quite a few WAC people taking these classes at Snoqualmie Pass.
Things are also ramping up for the 2018 Basic Climbing Class. Students have been picked and instructors
have their Meet and Greet Feb 22 at Vertical World. Please try to attend if you plan on helping out this year.
There will be a new instructor training at the cabin March 3-4. Please make sure you have your membership
up to date or you won’t be able to instruct.
The Wilderness First Responder Class is also coming up soon. That class will take place at the cabin March
30-April 1, and then April 7-8.
Many of you are aware the water system at Snoqualmie Pass was out for a period of time recently as there
was a water main break. After a day water was available again but it was not potable. This took another week
which complicated those going to the cabin. It also caused some serious issues with our fire suppression system which resulted in a full day of work by Dave Mitchell with assistance from some others. I would like to
thank Dave and anyone else who assisted in the effort to get this system back on line.
Have you renewed your membership for 2018? Please do so today. You have received numerous emails and
reminders. Please help us out and renew online via the WAC website or send your check in today (it is tax
deductible!) Our awesome Treasurer Dave Wilson says there are over 100 people who have not renewed as
of Feb 01! Are you one? Membership is based on the calendar year-January to January. Not sure if you are
paid up? Just go to the website and look your name up! The WAC is a wonderful organization that provides
opportunities for people of all ages to experience and enjoy the outdoors. To do this we need your help each
year.
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Liberty Bell Needs Climbers’ Support! by Joe Sambataro
The Liberty Bell Group, a cluster of five granite spires at Washington Pass outside Mazama, is home to
some of the most popular and iconic alpine climbing in Washington State, including classic Fred Beckey first
ascents like the Beckey Route on Liberty Bell and the West Face of North Early Winter Spire. Over the last
decade, the area has become increasingly popular among alpine climbers. This rapidly expanding use has
led to deteriorating trail conditions, severe erosion, and unsafe approaches to and from the climbs.
Local climbers first brought
attention to this issue in 2015
and reached out to Access
Fund for help. “Thousands of
climbers come to Mazama
and Washington Pass each
year to climb, hike, ski, and
enjoy this beautiful landscape,” says CB Thomas,
Manager of Goats Beard
Mountain Supplies in
Mazama. “We realized the US
Forest Service would need
additional support to steward
this popular area.”
The Access Fund-Jeep Conservation Team’s professional
trail crew worked alongside
local climbers and North Cascades Mountain Guides in 2016 to complete an extensive assessment of the trail conditions at the Liberty
Bell Group, providing the USFS Methow Valley Ranger District with a proposal for necessary trail restoration,
reconstruction, and trail rerouting to revitalize the area. This assessment helped the USFS complete the necessary environmental review process and approve the project.
“Support at the planning stage helped our staff complete the necessary steps to approve this project,” says
USFS Methow Valley District Ranger Michael Liu. “I look forward to working together to resolve resource and
safety concerns associated with climber access at Liberty Bell.”
The Liberty Bell Conservation Initiative is now shovel-ready. But the project needs $100,000 to cover two
seasons of professional trail crews and supplies to address critical stewardship and conservation needs.
“We are fortunate to have such passionate local climbers and dedicated recreation, conservation, and public
land agency partners in the Northwest,” says Access Fund Northwest Regional Director Joe Sambataro. “If
fundraising is successful, this will be a project we can all celebrate.”
To kickstart the project, The Mountaineers have donated $10,000, the Washington Climbers Coalition
shared $4,000 (awarded from the AAC Cornerstone Grant Program), and the Petzl Foundation has kicked in
$6,000 to bring us closer to our goal.
The Washington Alpine Club will match member donations up to a maximum of $1,500. Click here to
donate: https://washingtonalpineclub.org/product/liberty-bell-conversation-initiative

Northwest Avalanche Center (NWAC)
The Washington Alpine Club supported NWAC with a $500 donation. The Northwest Avalanche Center
(NWAC) is a collaborative effort between the US Forest Service Northwest Avalanche Center and the nonprofit Northwest Avalanche Center, registered 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. The mission of NWAC is to
save lives and reduce the impacts of avalanches on recreation, industry and transportation in the Cascade
and Olympic Mountains of Washington and northern Oregon through mountain weather and avalanche forecasting, data collection and education.
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Cabin Report <by Mike Mahanay >
Wow! What an exciting winter this has been so far! Lots of fun and friends at Guye Cabin!
On January 24 we had a power outage at Snoqualmie Pass that subsequently resulted in a water outage.
The power came back after 2 days, but when the water came back it was under a boil advisory! To add to the
dilemma the power outage set off are fire alarm system. The Fire Department came out and stabilized it.
When Dave Mitchell came up to troubleshoot and resolve the problem the pass was closed due to accidents.
Finally his second attempt was successful.
The boil water order was eventually
rescinded on Wed
evening January
31. Finally everything is back to
normal. 2 days of
no power, 2 days
of no water, 6
more days of boil
water, fire system
out for 6 days.
It was quite the
weekend, almost
three feet of beautiful lite new snow,
and then rain.
Everyone did a
great job at the
Cabin bringing in
fresh water to
drink, boiling tap
water and melting
snow. (No water is
an easy problem
for outdoor people!) . I want to
thank all of the Backcountry Class and Instructors, Archie, Dennis and Ralph, and of course Dave Mitchell for
being the hero of the weekend getting the Fire System back to normal. There were probably others that
helped that I don't know about!
We have had periods of excellent snow, but also periods of rain at the pass this year. Unfortunately the forecast is calling for rain the entire first week of February! We were up today skiing and it was firm wet snow. We
still ran into WAC friends and Outdoor for All Instructors Kay Ishii and Dave Wilkinson on the snow. Last
week we saw Jeff Wright. It is always a pleasure to ski at Snoqualmie Pass!
We have had 288 inches of snow so far this year with about 60 inches on the ground at Guye Cabin. Water
content is about 110% currently! Is Spring coming early this year?
Mike Mahanay
Cabin Chair
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Washington Alpine Club Bylaw Change
The month the WAC Board approved a change to the club bylaws concerning the procedure for electing
board members. Previously the WAC election included a ballet with a complete list of board candidates
and members were asked to simply approve or reject the entire list. Starting next year the procedure will
change as described below. The new system will allow for greater flexibility in choosing board members.
Bylaw change:

Article X

Manner of Election of Officers and the Board of Directors

Section 1.
Ballot
All Officers and Directors shall be elected by ballot.
Members may cast a written ballot in person at the Annual Meeting, by delivering a written ballot to the
Secretary, or by email or other electronic means to the Secretary.
The ballot shall list candidates for each of the named Officers (President, First Vice President, Second Vice
President, Secretary, Treasurer), and for the Directors as a group (list of candidates).
Section 2.
Officers
The named officers shall be elected by simple majority of votes cast for each office.
In case of a tie, the winner shall be determined by lot.
Section 3.
Directors
At-large Directors shall be elected from the slate of candidates.
Each voter may cast a ballot for up to five candidates.
The five candidates receiving the most votes will be seated as Directors.
At-large Directors must be selected on at least ¼ of all ballots cast.
In the case of a tie, the winner shall be determined by lot.
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