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A Tragic Weekend <by Robertson Miller>
February 25th saw two separate avalanche tragedies. First, from the
Seattle Times:
An avalanche has killed a man who was snowmobiling with four friends
in the Central Cascades.
The Kittitas County Sheriff’s Office says Joseph Simenstad, 32, from
Issaquah, died Sunday afternoon in an avalanche that also buried his
wife and others.
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Five snowmobilers from Western Washington were eating lunch at the
base of a slope in an area near Stampede Pass, about 60 miles southeast of Seattle, when the slope above them broke away.
The avalanche fully buried three of them, and partially covered the other two.
The sheriff’s office says Simenstad suffered extensive injuries and
couldn’t be revived. His wife suffered minor injuries. Another man was
unconscious when he was dug out but was revived.

This tragedy was following shortly after by another. Also from the
Seattle Times:
Two Bellevue teenagers who went missing near the Summit at
Snoqualmie were found dead Monday morning, the King County
Sheriff’s Office said.
The male teens, ages 17 and 18, were killed in an avalanche,
said sheriff’s spokesman Sgt. Ryan Abbott. The pair went missing
Sunday amid heavy snowfall and high avalanche danger near a
backwoods area of Alpental-Snow Lake area.

Liberty Bell Conservation
Initiative—This project was described in last month’s Bulletin. To
make your tax deductible donation
that will be matched by the WAC
click here:
https://
washingtonalpineclub.org/
product/liberty-bellconversation-initiative

The teens were supposed to return Sunday night. When they
didn’t come home, their parents called 911 around 9 p.m., Abbott
said.
Search-and-rescue crews were unable to search for the pair Sunday night because of the avalanche danger, he said. The search
was launched around 8 a.m. Monday, using the GPS from one of
the victim’s cellphones to find their general location.
Their bodies were found between 11 and 11:30 a.m., Abbott said.
Both teens were wearing avalanche beacons, he said. Their
names have not been released.
The pass has received about 25 inches of snow in the past three
days.

The Washington Alpine Club helps sponsor the Northwest Avalanche Center (NWAC).
<continued on page 4>
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Looking Ahead
To stay the current just check the calendar on the website!
https://washingtonalpineclub.org/current/calendar

MEMBER OF: Federation of Western Outdoor Clubs, Washington Trails Association. Washington Environmental Council. Washington Wilderness Coalition. MidFORC Coalition
The primary objective of this club is to encourage the healthful enjoyment of the great outdoors, to preserve its natural
beauty and to promote good fellowship among all lovers of
nature.
PO Box 352 Seattle, WA 98111
www.washingtonalpineclub.org
Board Of Trustees 2018
President
Ira Rushwald
1st VP
Pat O’Brien
2nd VP
Elden Atzimer
Treasurer
Dave Wilson
Secretary
Robertson Miller

Is your Contact information up-todate?
Please visit the Member Directory on the WAC website to
insure your contact information is current (optional photo,
name, address, e-mail, phone and Emergency Contact )

Directors
Chelsea Sweetin
Joanna Hingle
Taldi Walter
Mike Daly
Mark Iverson
Basic Climbing Class
Co-chairs: Pat O’Brien, Guy Oram, Jodie Eilers,
Jason Zabrskie, Chris Gerber,
Angela Crampton, Brandi Garcia
Intermediate Class
Co-chairs: Jennifer Abrahamson,
Max Leitner,
Paul Carduner
Backcountry Class
Co-chairs: Anita Thompson, Colbi Cannon,
Ted Bashor
Telemark Ski:
SkiWeds@gmail.com
Property & Membership
Cabin Chair
Mike Mahanay
Work Party
Mike Mahanay
Membership
Dave Wilson
Publicity
Kay Ishi
Cabin Supply
Tami Sargent
Public Relations
Bulletin Editor
Conservation
Circulation
By Laws

Robertson Miller
Mike Mahanay
Dave Mitchell
Ira Rushwald

MOVING?
Please update your info on the website:

Please keep your membership upto-date
If your membership is lapsed please renew. Don’t miss out
on WAC benefits. Renewing your membership is quick,
easy and inexpensive: https://washingtonalpineclub.org/
renew-your-membership
Thanks for supporting your club! Remember you membership dues and any additional contribution are tax deductible!
You can also pay by check. Please send your check today
made out to “WAC”, to:
Washington Alpine Club
c/o Dave Wilson
3629 Whitman Ave. N
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President’s Corner
Winter has been treating us well recently with
large quantities of snow coming down. Seems
like all the ski areas are getting lots of powder,
albeit somewhat heavy at times. However, there
have been numerous reports from WAC skiers of
great snow conditions both inbounds and in the
backcountry.
There is currently a lot of activity in our WAC
classes. The Backcountry Class just completed
their class with a weekend camping and skiing at
Mt Baker’s Artist Point area. Saturday was a gorgeous day as we skied in, set up camp and then
headed out for a day of touring. That evening it
started to snow and snowed all night and the next
day. When we woke Sunday morning it was a
total whiteout. We elected to pack up and ski
down to the cars. However, with visibility so low
we needed to use GPS to guide us out. Once
down to the cars we unpacked our overnight gear
and headed back out to the trees for a wonderful
day of skiing.
Things are also ramping up for the 2018 basic climbing class. The first class met last Tuesday with an excellent talk by Eddie O’Neill on gear required for the class. Last weekend was also the new instructor and returning instructor skills assessment/training up at the cabin. Over 50% of the students from last year attended with
many experienced instructors. They had an excellent weekend learning how to teach the basic skills and reviewing the skills themselves.
The Wilderness First Responder Class is also coming up soon. That class will take place at the cabin March
30-April 1, and then April 7-8. There are quite a few WAC people taking this class along with non-WAC people. This is a class that occurs every year at the cabin and we encourage anyone who is skiing or hiking in the
mountains to take. While calling 911 is always essential in a serious emergency there is nothing like having
the skills on the spot to treat an injury as it will most likely be many hours before emergency personnel can get
to you.
The cabin is going to see a lot of groups coming up this month so please be courteous to them and help them
out if some do not know our processes. We want to encourage outside groups to use the cabin to a certain
extent. It helps supplement the cabin financially as it always runs in the red. We have the funds to cover this
but it’s nice to get a little extra coming in.
Have you renewed your membership for 2018? Please do so today. You have received numerous emails and
reminders. Please help us out and renew online via the WAC website or send your check in today (it is tax
deductible!) Our awesome Treasurer Dave Wilson says there are over 100 people who have not renewed as
of March 2018! Are you one? Membership is based on the calendar year-January to January. Not sure if you
are paid up? Just go to the website and look your name up! The WAC is a wonderful organization that provides opportunities for people of all ages to experience and enjoy the outdoors. To do this we need your help
each year.
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A Tragic Weekend <continued from page 1>
WAC members are encouraged to check
the NWAC website before venturing into
the backcountry. Equally important is to
use your own good judgment. If there has
been heavy snowfall during the previous
24, 48 or 72 hours then consider changing your backcountry plans. Go skiing inbounds at a local ski resort or hike the
main trail at Mount Si or how about an
afternoon at Vertical World?
One of the disheartening reported facts
about the Bellevue teenagers is that they
were both wearing avalanche beacons. I
refer the reader to my article regarding
avalanche transceivers published on
page 7 in the June, 2017, Washington
Alpine Club Bulletin. You can find it here.
Avalanche beacons are a useful safety
device in the advent of an unexpected
avalanche. If an avalanche is not unexpected then you shouldn’t be there, with or without a beacon.
Comments, agreeing or disagreeing welcome and, if received, will be published in the next issue of the Bulletin.
Update: Another avalanche in the pass took two more lives on March 3rd. Two tragic weekends in a row.

Basic Climbing Class Update
On a much happier note the Basic Climbing Class is shaping
up great. On February 22nd over eight instructors attended
the 2018 Basic Climbing Class Meet & Greet at Vertical
World in Seattle. The Co-chairs did a great job of explaining
plans for this year’s class. They also described what sounds
like a wonderful bunch of 2018 students. Prior to the meeting
beginning several instructors managed to get in some Vertical World climbing.
The Co-chairs have lined up a fantastic list of instructor lectures during Tuesday night classes that include:
1. Emotional First Responder
2. Incident Response
3. Assessment and Response to Shock and Hypothermia
4. Extraction and Evac n the Alpine
5. Injury Prevention in the Alpine
6. Nutrition and Fueling for the Alpine
7. Advanced Crevasse Rescue Techniques
8. Adverse Condition Navigation
9. NOAA and weather tool utilization
<continued on page 6>
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Cabin Report <by Robertson Miller >
After a slow start deep snow has finally arrived at the cabin. This did not go unnoticed by our WAC skiers
who have shown up in numbers to use the cabin as “base camp” for lots of great skiing, sledding and snowshoe hiking. The weekend of March 3rd saw one of the busiest at the cabin in a long time as roughly fifty
Basic Climbing Class instructors came up for instructor training over two days. These were mixed in with
many families with children up for weekend skiing. Was truly wonderful to see kids heading out in the morning with their skis, helmets and goggles then running around
the cabin in their PJ’s at night. This is why the Washington
Alpine Club maintains Guye Cabin, for the enjoyment of our
members. Please come join the fun. The cabin is open every weekend during ski season.
Upcoming events at the cabin include:
March 6th-9th:
Nathan Hale— Exclusive use
March 10th:
Bert & Joanna Okinawa Students
March 11th & 12th: Emotional First Responder training
March 15th & 16th: Vashon Island Harbor School
March 16th:
NWAC Snoqualmie Pass Snow School
March 17th & 18th: BSA Troop 282—Tom Carney
March 23rd:
NWAC Snoqualmie Pass Snow School
March 28th-30th NWAC Retreat
March 30th & 31st WFR Class

Above: Instructor training Day 1
Left: Instructor training Day 2 (many different
people
Lower Left: Instructors returning to the cabin
after a day’s work in the snow
Lower Right: Rope tricks in the cabin
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Basic Climbing Class Update <continued from page 4>
At the Meet & Greet there was a special celebration, Pat O’Brian’s birthday. We won’t say what number it
was, just that it marked an even decade.

Instructor training was held at the
WAC Guye cabin the weekend of
March 3rd/4th. The first fieldtrip,
Mount Si, is scheduled for Saturday, March 17th. More information
about the class including class and
fieldtrip schedules can be found on the class website: http://
basicclass.washingtonalpineclub.org/home
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