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I attended Executive Committee meeting on Friday, all the presentations and discussions on Saturday, and then the debate and votes on the resolutions on Sunday.
What is the FWOC and what does it do? This was the question in my mind having
never attended an FWOC meeting before. The mission statement is on the website
http://www.federationofwesternoutdoorclubs.org/. I won’t repeat the entire mission statement here, just the first sentence, “To unite its member clubs be-

hind a shared agenda of conservation goals.”
What I learned is the FWOC is primarily a political action committee on behalf of
environmental and conservation causes. The goal is to build political strength in
numbers by getting all the member clubs pushing in the same direction. If the
conservation committee of a member club decides a particular issue is important,
for example, to stop coal trains running through an environmentally sensitive area,
then that club can submit a resolution to the FWOC. The FWOC votes on the resolution and if it passes (most do) then what was the position of concern for a single
club becomes the position of all the member clubs. Then outreach to relevant
political leaders in government will be made to lobby for the position, strengthened by the backing of all the member clubs (some 100,000 people).
The FWOC claims about 100,000 individual members. This includes people who
are members of member clubs, thus, people who have never heard of the FWOC
are still counted as members due to their membership in clubs like the WAC. I
think the lions share of people counted as members come from the Sierra Club. I
suspect all the members of all the other clubs combined are only a small fraction
of what the Sierra Club provides.
The FWOC claims about 100,000 individual members. This includes people who
are members of member clubs, thus, people who have never heard of the FWOC
are still counted as members due to their membership in clubs like the WAC. I
think the lions share of people counted as members come from the Sierra Club. I
suspect all the members of all the other clubs combined are only a small fraction
of what the Sierra Club provides.
<continued on page 6>

Book of the Month
The Carry
By

Robertson Miller
A mountain rescue story
https://www.amazon.com/RobertsonC.-Miller/e/B01MUBB8NK
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Looking Ahead
To stay the current just check the calendar on the website!
https://washingtonalpineclub.org/current/calendar

MEMBER OF: Federation of Western Outdoor Clubs, Washington Trails Association. Washington Environmental Council. Washington Wilderness Coalition. MidFORC Coalition
The primary objective of this club is to encourage the healthful enjoyment of the great outdoors, to preserve its natural
beauty and to promote good fellowship among all lovers of
nature.
PO Box 352 Seattle, WA 98111
www.washingtonalpineclub.org
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Is your Contact information up-todate?
Please visit the Member Directory on the WAC website to
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name, address, e-mail, phone and Emergency Contact )
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MOVING?
Please update your info on the website:

Please keep your membership upto-date
If your membership is lapsed please renew. Don’t miss out
on WAC benefits. Renewing your membership is quick,
easy and inexpensive: https://washingtonalpineclub.org/
renew-your-membership
Thanks for supporting your club! Remember you membership dues and any additional contribution are tax deductible!
You can also pay by check. Please send your check today
made out to “WAC”, to:
Washington Alpine Club
c/o Dave Wilson
3629 Whitman Ave. N
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President’s Corner
This summer started out looking like it would be
another great summer for climbing, and it was from
May through July. However, all the forest fires in
British Columbia, WA and OR have significantly
changed that. Many people have limited their
climbing this month as the smoke has been awful
both in the Seattle area and in the mountains. There
have been times I hiked out of valleys and couldn’t
even see the valley floor when we got higher up due
to the heavy smoke concentrations. Let’s hope this
is not going to be the way of the future for August
but it is not looking good. Climate change is having
an impact in many locations in the world and I believe we are seeing it here in the northwest as the
summers get dryer and thus become more prone to
forest fires.
There has been a lot of activity at the cabin this summer with the rebuilding of the back porch and finishing up the outside stairway. Thanks to all who took
the time to work on this keeping the cabin safe and
in good condition.
We have continued our hosting of PCT hikers at the cabin this summer. There have been many hikers coming through
who have stayed at the cabin. We still need hosts for September so if you have a little time please contact Mike Mahanay to arrange a date. Its fun meeting the thru hikers so don’t think of this as a chore, but as doing a good deed for the
hiking/climbing community and enjoying meeting new people at the same time.
There is still one work party at the cabin left this summer for you to participate in. That one is Saturday, September 22 nd
so it would be great if a few people can come out to help.
Sunday, October 21 will be our annual meeting at the cabin. More details will be coming out about this later in September. Please mark your calendars so you will be able to attend.
Our annual elections will be held in October so expect an email coming along at that time for you to vote. This year the
board approved a change to the election procedure. Our past policy has been for the board to be elected as a unit,
meaning you didn’t vote for an individual but for the entire board. We have changed that policy starting this year so
you will now vote for each individual office plus the five at large members of the board. Typically we don’t have more
than one person for each position but it is certainly possible and this new procedure allows for multiple people to run
for any position. If you wish to be on the WAC board please contact a member of the board right away so you can be
placed on the ballot.
The WAC is a great organization that runs completely on volunteers, without you there wouldn’t be a WAC. Please consider helping out with various aspects of the WAC whether it be our classes: climbing, backcountry skiing, or first aid, or
becoming a director (we only meet once a month and not in the summer), helping out at the cabin, or helping to organize WAC events.
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Paradox Adaptive Climbing Initiative
The WAC Board of Directors voted to fund lunch for a day of instructional climbing lead by Grant, Trevor and Brannely
at Vertical World. The students were people with various physical disabilities, one with an above the knee leg amputation. Several WAC members, including board member Pat O’Brian, participated.
Report from Brannely Turpen:
Before I get into the review, we (Grant, Trevor, Brannely) want to say thank the WAC for the money for the lunch. The
gesture was very well received by the Paradox team and all of the attendees. From what I could gather, it is not something that happens very often.
The weekend was broken up in to two days:

•

•

Saturday was instruction for people who would facilitate/belay adaptive climbers
 We had about 17 facilitators which was a mix of PTs, folks form UW and EWU, Seattle Parks and WACers
 The morning instruction was focused on the soft skills of working with disabled climbers and their framework
for how to approach
 The rest of the day was technical and gear reviews
 This is what I believe to be very special about their approach
 Paradox focuses on the strength of the person, not the disability and puts a lot of energy into being inclusive and not sequestering the person to a corner of a gym to climb
Sunday was when we put our new learned skills to work
 We had a total of 4 disabled climbers show and we all had a chance to work with them and get them up the
wall
 Trevor and I worked with a young man named Timmy who had never climbed and just wanted to get out of
the house. He climbed 3 or 4 routes and
was fearless about doing something
brand new which was amazing to witness.

All in all, the day was a success and am very happy
we were able to support the cause.

September 2018 —Volume 102, Issue 1

Page 5

Cabin Report
<by Mike Mahanay>

It has been a fantastic summer at Guye Cabin.
We have had more people up than ever before.
We hosted runners, crew, and volunteers for
the Cascade Crest 100 mile Endurance race (an
ultra marathon) and are currently hosting the
PCT thru hikers coming from the Mexico Border
on their way to Canada.
We did do some work too. Dale Ott has worked
hard all summer, bringing in, bucking and
splitting firewood. Randall, Kurt Gelotte. Mike
Mahanay, and Ellie Graham also helped out.
We now have enough for the coming ski season, but can always use more! Dale also did a
tremendous amount of work on the yard.

PCT hikers enjoying the cabin dining room

Not a very sexy project, but we redid the back porch area. The south end had sunk over 80 something years so we
raised it up about 10 inches and poured a new concrete foundation. It is a beautiful piece of work that probably no one
would notice. participants- Mike Mahanay, Elden Altizer, Mark Hume, Ralph Preston, Richard Staehli, Thomas Pope,
Dale Ott, Phil Harvey, and Don Oelschlager.
Dennis and Axel Saunders, Ira Rushwald,
Chris, Becky, & Darby Moore have also been
up to help out.
Guye Cabin will be open everyday of September, so come on up and spend the night, hike,
and have a little vacation! We will be hosting
the PCT hikers thru September. I think they
are at their peak right now, and will start seeing fewer in the next couple of weeks. They
will have to hurry to make the last 260 miles
to Canada before the rains and snow sets in.
Thanks to all that have had the privilege of helping this year!
Mike Mahanay, Robertson Miller,
Elden Altizer, John Sargent, Laura
Sargent, Les Sargent, Tami Sargent,
Robert Henry, Dale Ott, Ellie Graham, Thomas Pope, Mark Hume,
Mandy Godwin, Helen Miller, Cristi
Colony, Jewels Lutovsky, Hara Kannajosyula, Chris Turvey,
Derek Leste, Gino & Kathy Amodei,
Daine Gelotte, Roger Hillerstrom,
Vivian Darst, Ira Rushwad, and Dan
Wood.
Don't forget, there is still time to
help out! Annual Meeting, and Fall
First Aid Class is coming up soon!

PCT hikers and new concrete and frame work
under the cabin porch
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Federation of Western Outdoor Clubs Annual Meeting
<continued from page 1>
What does the FWOC mean for the WAC? Correct me if I’m wrong but I don’t think
the WAC has a “Conservation Committee” nor have we been politically active. Personally, I don’t think the WAC should be a politically active club. But a more active
involvement with the FWOC might bring benefits to the WAC and the WAC could
bring benefits to the FWOC, especially if a WAC board member were on the FWOC
executive committee. For example, the FWOC newsletter reaches a huge distribution across several western states. I’ve been asked to provide a writeup about the
WAC for the newsletter. I will do that. If there is an issue we want to promote we
have an opportunity to reach a much wider audience. For example, Mount Rainier
National Park policy we are concerned about could become an FWOC resolution.
****
Side meeting with California Alpine Club (CAC) regarding cabin reciprocity. I had a
side meeting with Shannon Fagan from CAC. She is interested in hosting WAC members at either of CAC’s two lodges, one near Lake Tahoe and the other north of San
Francisco and having CAC members come to our cabin. I told her we’d be happy to
do that. I told her I didn’t know how much interest there might be from WAC members to go to California, but I was sure we could arrange for CAC members to visit
our cabin. Later when I mentioned Lake Tahoe to my daughter she told me to
“make it happen.” She’d go to Lake Tahoe anytime. Possibly other WAC members
will feel the same.

Summer 2018 Mount Rainier Summits
Each year the WAC Basic Climbing class turns out upwards of 32 new climbing class
graduates. With the skills gained in the class many new graduates form-up teams
for Mount Rainier summit climbs—without the need to pay professional guides.
This summit there were a number of successful Rainier summits by both the Disappointment Cleaver route and the Emmons Glacier route. Congratulations to all the
summit climbers and two any climbers who made pragmatic decisions to turn back
short of the summit.
A huge redwood tree in Big Basin
Redwoods State Park, California

Some Rainier summit
phots taken at 4
o’clock in the morning
with city lights far
below.

September 2018 —Volume 102, Issue 1

Page 7

Arts North Studio Tour
Join us for the 2018 Arts North Studio Tour in
North Seattle. Saturday & Sunday, October 13 &
14, 10AM to 5PM Visit 12 artist studios, many
hosting guest artists. View artwork and artisan
creations. Chat with artists, learn more about the
creative process!

Nadia Hakki, long-time WAC member and Basic
Climbing Class instructor, will be showing some of
her works.
See http://www.artsnorthstudiotour.com/ for details.

The Washington Alpine Club
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