PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Edlen Altizer

One of our board objectives is well on its way – create a long-term strategy and goals for the club.
We have completed the survey with over 26% of club members participating. That is a fantastic
return for a survey so THANK YOU!!! Now comes the task of compiling, analyzing and summarizing the raw data to report back to you, our members. Many members are willing to help with
the strategy and goals process, so thank you for all of the volunteers. Look for more information
in the coming months.
The next two months is a great time for climbs that still have snow
covered slopes that would be terrible bush whacking later in the summer. The Basic Class will be leading the first of the Alpine Climb outings. I expect many are planning and conditioning for climbs of Rainier,
Hood, and other volcanos. Remember you can post outings on the
trip’s forum. My goal is to summit as many Bulger list peaks (https://
peakbagger.com/list.aspx?lid=5003) as possible this summer – I still
have 73 of the 100 to finish so I’ve got my work cut out for me.
Winter is also a time that I enjoy reading a good book in addition
snow related outings such as skiing. One book I enjoyed this winter was Vern Tejas’s “Seventy Summits”. However, I’m often drawn
to a book on my shelf “Of Men and Mountains” by Supreme Court
Justice William O. Douglas. Besides the adventures shared (a bit
outdated today in the masculine prose) I’m drawn to the inscription
in the front: “In memory of my memorable climb of Mt. St. Helens
with your father, Bentley Altizer, in July 1953. With affectionate regard, W. O. Douglas”. It’s a tale of exploration, coming of age in the
mountains around the time the WAC was just forming as the climber’s cooperative. As we experience our own adventures, share time
with mentors, students and peers, we are creating our own history.
I hope the WAC family is a great place for each of you to enjoy the
natural wonders we are blessed to have outside our back doors.
Hope to see you in the hills and give me a shout if you want to climb the Gardner peaks over Memorial Day weekend. I’ve posted this trip on the website Forum/Trips page.

CABIN REPORT

Mike Mahanay

Summer is almost here and the snow at Snoqualmie Pass is almost gone! The melt out
has been fast and furious. With the WA Cascades only getting 75% of normal snow this will
definitely be an early season in the mountain.
Things we are working on this summer- New second shower, foundation repair, firewood for next
winter, new back stairs, outside paint.
This summer we are hosting the Pacific Crest Trail
Association Trail Crew- the North Blades 350. We
are lucky to have them at Guye Cabin conducting
their skills college. Also we will host the Cascade
Crest 100 mile ultra runners, and the PCT Hikers.
The PCT hikers come through Snoqualmie Pass in
August and September. If you would like to host
(especially during the week please let me know. We
are starting to fill in the calendar. We hosted 400
hikers last season. It is great fun meeting these remarkable women and men from all over the world
hiking 2650 miles!

Open House / Work Parties!
This is a great time to retreat to Snoqualmie Pass and spend the day or nights at the cabin. We’ll have a cookout lunch each time (bring something to share). You can join the work
party if you want but it is not required.
Dates:
May 18th
June 15th
July 13th
August 17th
September 14th
October 20th Annual Meeting!

UPCOMING EVENTS
BACKPACKER MAGAZINE
National Summit Day!

PLAN A TRIP AND SEND US YOUR SUMMIT PHOTOS!
National Summit Day is August 3rd. Would you like to lead or join a summit
climb on that day?
Some of our WAC Board members are thinking of leading a hike or climb to
one of the many interesting places in the Snoqualmie Pass area on National
Summit Day. Will be non-technical day hike adjusted to the abilities of the participants.
If you would like to join please e-mail Robertson Miller at
RobertsonMiller2015@gmail.com
More info @ https://www.backpacker.com/page/national-summit-day

Club Calendar
May 10 - 12: BCC Alpine 1 Climbs @ Guye Cabin
May 17 - 19: BCC Alpine 2 Climbs @ Guye Cabin
May 18 - 19: Scouts @ Guye Cabin

CLASS UPDATES
Backcountry Class

The Backcountry Travel Class wrapped up in March with 16 happy graduates. This was the
first year the class required the AIARE 1 as a prerequisite, freeing up time for more travel and
trips.
Please welcome the following graduates of the 2019 class!
Philippe Buetteroy
Owen Coutts
Jesse Dodge
Alexander Drotar
Brian Fagin
Ian Glass

Laura Holcomb
Tessa McGee
Una Natterman
Bess Nuland
Michael Rappleye

Natalie Romig
Franziska Seeger
Rebecca Shore (Reebs)
Teddy Thorson
Angela Wang

Of course, the class would not be possible with the dedicated instructor crew, led by Gabe
O'Leary, Nici Bissonnette and Ted Bashor. Thank you to everyone who volunteered and made
the class possible.

Basic Climbing Class
The Basic Class in continues apace. One fieldtrip, Mount Erie, was rained out. The crew of
instructors made up the difference at the Mountaineers Wall and Vantage fieldtrips over
the following two weeks. At the time of this writing we are about to launch into our Snow I
fieldtrip at Artist Point, near Mount Baker.
Questions? Email the Co-Chairs or visit the Basic Climbing class website!
http://basicclass.washingtonalpineclub.org/

Basic Climbing Class Trip Photos

Basic Climbing Class Rock Weekend @ Vantage
PC: Jodie Eilers & Jason Zabriskie

Basic Climbing Class Snow One Outing @ Artist Point
PC: Jodie Eilers
Send us your photos to be featured in the bulletin and on the WAC Instagram account!

Olympic Beach Cleanup Report

On April 20/21 We again went to Hoh Beach for the annual Beach Cleanup. Each year we do
2 miles of wilderness beach in Olympic National Park. We had 20 WAC folks and about 15
others who came out for the day on Saturday. It was amazing to see so many people willing
to participate. We worked all day Saturday, each of us making a trip back to the trailhead
to bring a load for pick up by the National Park Service. Saturday night we camped on the
beach. We saw a river otter, seals, bald eagles, and Gray Whales.
After 18 years doing the same two beaches (Hoh Beach and Jefferson Cove) we noticed that
the volume of debris is not decreasing. What we do find is changing however. For example,
we used to find intact plastic bottles. Now we find only small pieces. Plastic, foam, rope, etc
all breaks down into tiny pieces and is ingested by the sea creatures. We also carried out lots
of rope, fishing line, rubber, metal,and styrofoam.
Thanks to everyone who came out for a service day helping to keep our wilderness beaches
pristine!
Send us your photos to be featured in the bulletin and on the WAC Instagram account!

2019 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
TRUSTEES

DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT: Elden Altizer

Chelsea Sweetin

1ST VP: Pat O’Brien

Mike Daly

2ND VP: Ira Rushwald

Brandi Garcia

TREASURER: Nathanial Harrison

Rebecca Shore

SECRETARY: Robertson Miller

Rachel Minucciani

2019 CLASS CO-CHAIRS
BASIC CLIMBING CLASS

INTERMEDIATE CLASS

Pat O’Brien
Angela Crampton
Brandi Garcia
Chris Gerber
Clement Gurrey

Jenny Abrahamson
Paul Carduner

BACKCOUNTRY CLASS
Gabe O’Leary
Nici Bissonnette

PROPERTY & MEMBERSHIP
Cabin Chair: Mike Mahanay
Work Parties: Mike Mahanay
Membership: Dave Wilson

Board Meetings
The WAC Board of Directors meets on the first Thursday of each month (excluding summer July / August). All members are welcome to join the meetings, but if unable to attend
you can read the minutes of each meeting on the website here:
https://washingtonalpineclub.org/board-meeting-minutes

INCORPORATED 1916

WASHINGTON ALPINE CLUB PO BOX 352 SEATTLE, WA 98111

