PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Elden Altizer

It’s been fun seeing the sunny outings of the Basic Class, but even the rain cancelation of Mt.
Erie has a message. Knowing when to go home is part of being safe in the hills. I’m looking forward to
seeing a happy group of graduates after Mt. Baker. I see more trips by instructors and members are being added to the website trips forum, so look to see what is in the works, or even better, post a trip you’re
thinking of leading there.
I had the opportunity to be part of the Mountaineer’s advisory council meeting in May. The
topic, part of their 2020 Vision, was how to reduce the carbon footprint of the club. It’s encouraging to
see the largest climbing club in our area tackle such a difficult subject. Ideas ranged from carpooling,
van pooling, energy efficiency of facilities, and increasing plant-based food at club functions. I’m glad
that the WAC has changed most of the lights (all?) at Guye Cabin to efficient LED’s, and we should think
about what we can do to adopt best practices on this critical issue.
I’ve finally made a pilgrimage to the Seattle Central Library, where there’s an almost complete
set of bulletins from the beginning of the club. Mike Mahaney had mentioned this long ago when
he was the President. I was looking for insight on this 75th anniversary of D-Day, and the war was on
the minds of WAC members in the 1940’s. Time at the cabin for work parties was hampered by gas
rationing and lack of young adult men. Bike rides were a popular activity to faraway places like Renton,
as well as the WAC beach in West Seattle that the club owned into the 1950’s. Information on the lives of
many members, including service members, is mentioned each bulletin, like a version of twitter. There
is lots of other tidbits over the decades to amuse. The Sahale Lodge burned down in 1943 (they rebuilt).
The first female President was elected in 1955, Lois Richards, the year of the major cabin addition which
was budgeted for $2,000. In 1986 a new member joined named Pat O’Brien and the cabin chair and
snowshoeing chair at the time was Gino Amodei, who still cooks for the snow dinner today. I enjoyed
the reading and plan on some more Library trips. They are there for the public and you by searching on
“Washington Alpine Club” in the catalog.
I’ll leave memory lane with the closing words of Lois Richards first President’s Message. “In
addition to the aforementioned, strictly personal views which I express, I would like to, on behalf of your
new Board of Trustees and Committee Chairmen, earnestly appeal to all W.A.C.s for assistance in making this one of our most interesting and progressive years together.”

CABIN REPORT

Mike Mahanay

As of Friday, May 31, all of the snow was gone from Guye Cabin! Some years it takes until
July for it to melt. Most of the snow is gone under 5000’. I was up at Paradise today and
the snow is melting fast. The marmots are waking up, avalanche lilies and glacier lilies are
appearing. Summer is here!
Summer is a fantastic time to go for a day trip or weekend getaway at Snoqualmie Pass.
There is plenty of climbing, hikes, trail runs, and bike rides.

Open House / Work Parties!

This is a great time to retreat to Snoqualmie Pass and spend the day or nights at the cabin. We’ll have a cookout lunch each time (bring something to share). You can join the work
party if you want but it is not required. We have a big pile of wood ready to split and be put
away! We can also use help painting, deep cleaning, weed wacking, and preparing lunch!
And come see the new shower installed by Phil Harvey and the progress on the new stairs.
Dates:
June 15th BBQ
Firewood, painting & cleaning!
July 13th
August 17th
September 14th
October 20th Annual Meeting!
December 14th Snow Dinner

Don’t Forget! Host the PCT Hikers!
All of August and September.
We will have many improvements this year to make
it even easier and more fun. Meet and get to know
people from all over the world on an incredible
journey of 2,650 miles!
Sign up with Mike Mahanay
Don’t forget to keep the Cabin in mind if you are looking for an outing, retreat, class,
reunion, birthdayor other event. It is easy to check the WAC Calendar to see what is happening. We are working on our gear library- Please donate! We need kids Nordic skis and
boot, snowshoes, kids snowpants and jackets, gloves. Also we need coffee mugs, yoga
mats and props. And tools for the shop. Please make sure anything donated is serviceable.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Washington Pass Work Party!
July 13th

The Washington Alpine Club is a sponsor of the “Access Fund” and is
partnering on July 13th for a work party up at Washington Pass. The volunteer
event is part of the Liberty Bell Conservation Initiative that the WAC has
supported both financially and with volunteer labor for the past few years. And
we are looking for volunteers to help us out again this year!
There will be WAC sponsored camping the evening after the work party along
with an icy cold beer on us for your hard work. Everyone is encouraged to bring
food for a potluck dinner!
When: July 13th camping that evening.
Who: All Members! 2019 Basic Class will be volunteering!
Contact: Jennifer Louie
RSVP here by July 3rd!
More info on the site plan and work to be done can be found here.

Club Calendar
June 15: Guye Cabin Open House
June 21 - 23: PCTA North 350 Blades @ Guye Cabin

Inter-Club Volunteer Opportunity

Federation of Western Outdoor Clubs needs you!
The FWOC was incorporated in 1932 to unit western outdoor clubs and organizations behind
a single goal of environmental preservation. The idea is to put the political weight of a couple
dozen clubs such as the WAC, California Alpine Club, Mazamas, Mountaineers, etc. behind
preservation efforts. In recent years environmental preservation in the eyes of the general
public has boiled down to one thing, “climate change”. This is unfortunate because many
more practical things such as park maintenance, trash disposal, water contamination, etc.
have in many cases lost the public’s attention. The FWOC works to make sure that doesn’t
happen.
The FWOC is currently in urgent need of new, motivated, volunteers to join the Executive
Committee. ExCom members are composed of people who live across the western states
from California to Washington and Idaho. We meet by teleconference about four times a
year and most years hold an annual meeting of all the members in a different place each
year (the WAC cabin hosted one year). The 2018 meeting was at a resort in California.
Robertson Miller, WAC Board Secretary is currently the “acting” Vice President of the FWOC.
It would be great if we could bring in other WAC members to join.
If you are interested in learning more please contact Robertson Miller
For more details please see the FWOC Brochure & the FWOC Website

APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN!

2019 Intermediate Climbing Class
NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS!
This 7-week course focuses on teaching the skills
necessary to become a competent climbing
partner in technical rock, ice, and alpine
environments. Students will gain experience
leading in these environments.
APPLICATIONS DUE SUNDAY, JULY 7TH

COURSE RUNS AUG 13–SEPT 29 with one
backup weekend Oct 5–6. For specific lecture
& trip dates please visit the website.
Crampon techniques
2-person glacier travel & rescue
Ice climbing
Trad anchors and gear placement
Self-rescue techniques
Multi-pitch alpine climbing

intermediate.washingtonalpineclub.org

CLASS UPDATES
AIARE Class 2018 / 2019

Congratulations to all the WAC members who complted AIARE Level 1 last December and
January! The AIARE course, which stands for “American Institute for Avalanche Research
Education” was sponsored by the WAC through our partners at KAF Adventures.
Please welcome the following graduates of the 2018 / 2019 class!
Angela Crampton
Andy Crampton
Bess Nuland
Alexis Vergalla
Grant Hennington
Tom Bloxton

Brandi Garcia
Angela Kuhn
Angela Wang
Brian Watzin
Betsy Robblee
Jake Shoudy

Matt Kempf
Rebecca Shore
Stuart Lai
Robertson Miller

The WAC board is discussing plans to sponsor this class again come winter, so keep an eye
out for more info! As a reminder for anyone that is planning on taking our Backcountry Class
this is now a pre-requisite.

Basic Climbing Class
The Basic Class is nearing the end with the upcoming Mount Baker climb! During the
month of May students successfully climbed Lundin Peak and The Tooth. That was exciting
but nothing tops camping in the snow at Artist Point during Snow 1 or being lowered deep
into a massive crevasse on the Nisqually Glacier during the Snow 2 outing!
Questions? Email the Co-Chairs or visit the Basic Climbing class website!
http://basicclass.washingtonalpineclub.org/

Basic Climbing Class Trip Photos

Basic Climbing Class Snow 2 Crevasse & Lundin Summit
PC: Rob Miller & Jennifer Louie

Basic Climbing Class Snow Two Outing @ Mt. Rainier
PC: Louis Eugene
Send us your photos to be featured in the bulletin and on the WAC Instagram account!

AIARE Class Photos

Send us your photos to be featured in the bulletin and on the WAC Instagram account!

2019 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
TRUSTEES

DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT: Elden Altizer

Chelsea Sweetin

1ST VP: Pat O’Brien

Mike Daly

2ND VP: Ira Rushwald

Brandi Garcia

TREASURER: Nathaniel Harrison

Rebecca Shore

SECRETARY: Robertson Miller

Rachel Minucciani

2019 CLASS CO-CHAIRS
BASIC CLIMBING CLASS

INTERMEDIATE CLASS

Pat O’Brien
Angela Crampton
Brandi Garcia
Chris Gerber
Clement Gurrey

Paul Carduner
Wayne Begasse
Jodie Eilers

BACKCOUNTRY CLASS
Gabe O’Leary
Nici Bissonnette

PROPERTY & MEMBERSHIP
Cabin Chair: Mike Mahanay
Work Parties: Mike Mahanay
Membership: Dave Wilson

Board Meetings
The WAC Board of Directors meets on the first Thursday of each month (excluding summer July / August). All members are welcome to join the meetings, but if unable to attend
you can read the minutes of each meeting on the website here:
https://washingtonalpineclub.org/board-meeting-minutes
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