PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Elden Altizer

I’m writing this while sitting at the base of Devils Tower, a national monument in Wyoming with a rich
history of climbing. I climbed the Durrance Route today with my daughter Michelle, who is a climbing ranger
here. Like “The Tower”, our club is rich in history, and we’re still making it today, so I feel pride at all we’re doing. I see reports and posts of many members climbing, scrambling and hiking in Washington and around the
globe. Our Intermediate Climbing Class is in full swing and the upcoming class for Wilderness First Aid filled
up within a few days of being shared (hope we can offer another one soon!). Avalanche training is scheduled
for those wanting the AIARE certification. A lot of new climbing class graduates and instructors used the web
site trips’ forum to post many trips this summer. The cabin is in great shape for the winter after one of the
busiest summer seasons ever. Planning for the backcountry travel classes and basic class are already in the
planning stages for this next year. The Women of the WAC just had an outing and have more on the way (see
the bulletin announcement). Several members will be attending the annual Access Fund meeting to be held in
Seattle this year October 11-12 (think about attending to learn about climbing stewardship). The club is busy
on a wide spectrum of activities and I hope you’re enjoying some of these activities.
I want to encourage all of you to participate in several important events in October. First, the election of
new officers will be in early October. We will have to choose five
directors from a large field of highly qualified candidates, so your vote
matters. Second the annual meeting will be held at Guye Cabin on
October 20th with a report on the cabin, finances, classes, and an
opportunity to meet the new board in addition a potluck and socializing
with other members. Finally, we have planned a Town Hall at 1 PM on
October 27th at REI’s flagship store in Seattle to go over the results of
the membership survey, share the board’s plans for the future of the
club, and most importantly, hear directly from members in an open
forum. This meeting on club planning will be the first ever for our club
and it is your share and shape our clubs’ actions for the next five years.
Finally, find time to enjoy some time outdoors this month.
The larches should be in full bloom through out the high country and I hope you can enjoy them. Hikes on
Green Mountain and Carne Mountain last fall were spectacular and closer to home Ingalls Lake should be high
on your list this time of year.

CABIN REPORT

Mike Mahanay

Well summer went out with a whimper. On September 07 we had the unprecedented thunderstorms across Puget Sound and from that point summer was over. September has been cooler
than normal and much wetter than normal. Even our friend Cliff Mass can’t seem to provide an
explanation. Thanks to the efforts of our Cabin team we have completed all the outside work for
this year. Thanks to all of you that have helped out! I appreciate you very much. Guye Cabin is the
heart and soul of the WAC and has been so since its inception in 1932. It is a blessing to see the
Cabin maintained and improved while keeping its unique history and character!
Pacific Crest Trail (PCT) Hikers - The PCT hiker season wrapped up on September 19. We were
still seeing hikers coming through on their way to the Canadian border- 260 miles to the North.
Most were wet and glad to have the shelter and warm ambiance of Guye Cabin. They love the
Cabin and are extremely appreciative of us. Our hosts have been tremendous with their hospitality and helpfulness. At this stage the hikers are risking cold, wet weather and snow as they travel
North. (The best case is that they are at the border by now.) The PCT hikers have contributed over
$10,000 for the Club this year! This is significant! A full report will be made in October at the Annual Meeting. We also have about 30 new WAC members this summer- most from Guye Cabin and
the PCT. Thanks to everyone who has hosted and participated in the fun over the summer!

CABIN REPORT
Winter Season - I don’t like to talk about it right now, but winter is coming! Guye Cabin will open
weekends beginning December 7 for ski season and be open December 21 – January 01 for
Christmas week. To avoid the crowds and classes make plans to come up in December to ski and
snowshoe or just enjoy the winter wonderland! Purchase the Annual Cabin Pass https://washingtonalpineclub.org/annual-cabin-dues

New Flags - Longtime member Art Farish
donated two new flags for the Cabin when he
saw ours were a bit worn. Art was at the cabin
supporting veteran PCT hikers. Let’s all send a
big Thank you to Art for the flags and supporting our PCT hikers who are veterans.

Club Housekeeping Items
Elect Your New Board of Directors!

The annual election for Washington Alpine Club 2020 Board members is October 20th. Ballots will be
sent via e-mail to all members with e-mail addresses on file. Ballots will be mailed to members not using
e-mail. Like last year, this year we again have more candidates than positions. Please take the time to
read the statements of each candidate that will be included with your ballot and vote. You will be asked to
vote for President, two vice presidents, treasurer, secretary and five at-large board members. The ballots
will be counted at the annual meeting at Guye Cabin October 20th. Everybody is invited (and encouraged)
to attend the annual meeting.
It’s a testament to the enthusiasm of WAC members that we have more candidates than positions on the
board. In addition to the WAC Board there are many other volunteer opportunities within the WAC. Also,
the board is always happy to receive comments, suggestions and even criticism from our members. The
board can be contacted at: WAC Board <mailto:wacboard@googlegroups.com>

Membership Renewal

As we approach the end of 2019 its time to renew your membership for 2020. Renewal season begins
October 1st. This past year the WAC enjoyed strong membership growth. We now have upwards of 520
members. This growth is no doubt in large part due to the expanded utilization of Guye Cabin through
the summer months as well as our extensive class offerings. We have outdoor classes of various kinds
running nearly year-round. With your renewed membership we can keep the WAC growing. The easiest
way to renew is on the WAC website: https://washingtonalpineclub.org/. Click on the “Renew” menu item
at the top of the page. People wishing to join for the first time can click the “Join the WAC” button on the
main page of the website.

Guye Cabin Fee Changes

Effective October 1st overnight and other usages fees at Guye Cabin will increase slightly. The fee increases are a necessary response to increased costs of operating the cabin. We have made every effort
to keep costs low, in large part, thanks to countless hours of volunteer labor. The new fee schedule is as
follows:

NEW CLASS REGISTRATION
WINTER 2019 / 2020 AIARE CLASSES
AIARE 1

Option 1:

Option 2:

December 5th - 8th

January 10th - 12th

Class work
December 5th and 6th
5PM - 9 PM @ Kaf Adventure Hub
(2960 4th Ave South)

Class work
January 10th
9AM - 5PM @ Kaf Adventure Hub
(2960 4th Ave South)

Field Work:
December 7th & 8th @ 8AM - 5PM
Guye Cabin (condition dependent)

Field Work:
December 11th & 12th @ 8AM - 5PM
Guye Cabin (condition dependent)

Note: AIARE 1 is required for the Backcountry Ski course offered through the WAC. If you are not accepted or not able to
take the Backcountry course, the knowledge of taking an AIARE 1 course is irreplaceable and highly recommended.

AIARE 2
Option 1:

Februaury 7th - 9th
Class work
February 7th
9AM - 5PM @ Kaf Adventure Hub
(2960 4th Ave South)
Field Work:
February 8th & 9th @ 8AM - 5PM
Guye Cabin (condition dependent)

Note: AIARE 1 is required to take AIARE 2. This is not a requirement for the Backcountry class and is an offering if you
are unable to take the Backcountry course or want to expand your knowledge base. If you are unsure if you are qualified
to take AIARE 2 contact Kaf Adventures

Key Details:
All class offerings are with Kaf Adventures at $395 per student.
If you plan to stay at Guye Cabin during this time, please coordinate with Mike Mahanay.
Fees are waived for WAC members who participate in one of these class offerings.
Each course is limited to 10 people per course (30 in total).
First come first serve. The classes filled up quick last year.
If the course does not fill up, Kaf will open the classes to the general public - who are expected to
pay the Cabin fees.
Additional Questions:
Contact Brandi Garcia - brandi.garcia7@gmail.com

CLASS UPDATES

2019 Basic Climbing Class Donation
The 2019 Basic Climbing Class donated $120 to the Lee Adams Memorial Scholarship fund.
The 2019 BCC class had money left over from their class t-shirt order. They had the opportunity
to receive refunds but chose instead to donate the money to the WAC in honor of Lee Adams.
Thank you 2019 BCC!
Each year the WAC provides financial aid to deserving members. Learn about the Lee Adams
Memorial Scholarship fund here: https://washingtonalpineclub.org/wac-grant-program.

MEMBERSHIP BENEFIT – DISCOUNTED AVALANCHE AIARE CLASSES
BY MOUNTAIN MADNESS
Mountain Madness is offering all Washington Alpine Members a 10% discount on AIARE 1 and 2
courses this winter. Mention your WAC membership for this offer. Don’t forget we have a WAC
specific course offered by KAF Adventures, but this offers additional times for this training

CLUB CALENDAR
OCTOBER
20th: Annual Meeting @ Guye Cabin
27th: Town Hall (more info to come)
NOVEMBER
1nd - 3rd: Wilderness First Aid Class @ Guye Cabin
5th - WOW event (see details below)
8th - 10th: Scout Troop 0242 @ Guye Cabin
DECEMBER
5th - 8th: AIARE 1
7th - Cabin opens for winter season
14th: New Snow Dinner
Dec 21st - Jan 01 Cabin open every day

UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS
Access Fund Annual Meeting
October 11th - 12th
Join us for the largest national gathering of climbing and conservation advocates! Access Fund’s
Annual Summit is an extraordinary weekend rally of the climbing and conservation community,
traveling to a different city each year.
The Annual Summit consists of two event functions: the Climbing Advocacy Summit workshop
and Summit Celebration dinner. Any and all are welcome to join us for one or both activities. We
are proud to host this event in the beautiful city of Seattle on October 11-12, 2019.
https://www.accessfund.org/news-and-events/events/6hmrtte6kl54c9pga2tplv46rk

Other Club Events

Nadia Hakki Art Show!

Book of the Month
Environmental challenges continually impact residents and life
in the Pacific Northwest, and former environment and natural resources reporter Niels S. Nokkentved covered them for
decades at Idaho, Washington and Utah newspapers. Now, in
the newest book from Washington State University Press, To
Think Like a Mountain: Environmental Challenges in the American West, available on Amazon, he approaches those issues
in depth, from a long-term and evidence-based perspective,
sharing his personal connection to each. He visits sites, conducts interviews, and conveys his observations. His research
illuminates the struggle between those who recognize the
importance of thinking like a mountain, and those who do not.
Sadly, it indicates the natural world is still losing ground.

Club Photos

Lots of fun was had in the 2019 Intermediate Climbing Class - Just a few photos to share here!

2019 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
TRUSTEES

DIRECTORS

President: Elden Altizer

Chelsea Sweetin

1st VP: Pat O’Brien

Mike Daly

2nd VP: Ira Rushwald

Brandi Garcia

Treasurer: Nathaniel Harrison

Rebecca Shore

Secretary: Robertson Miller

Rachel Minucciani

2019 CLASS CO-CHAIRS
BASIC CLIMBING CLASS

INTERMEDIATE CLASS

Pat O’Brien
Angela Crampton
Brandi Garcia
Chris Gerber
Clement Gurrey

Paul Carduner
Wayne Begasse
Jodie Eilers

BACKCOUNTRY CLASS
Gabe O’Leary
Nici Bissonnette

PROPERTY & MEMBERSHIP
Cabin Chair: Mike Mahanay
Work Parties: Mike Mahanay
Membership: Dave Wilson

Board Meetings
The WAC Board of Directors meets on the first Thursday of each month (excluding summer July /
August). All members are welcome to join the meetings, but if unable to attend you can read the
minutes of each meeting on the website here:
https://washingtonalpineclub.org/board-meeting-minutes
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