PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Chelsea Sweetin

My first president’s corner. I think this was the part I was most nervous about, being president, having
to come up with something interesting to write every month! I’m excited about all the momentum in the
WAC right now, our annual meeting was well attended as was our town hall. Members from all areas of the club
showed up and participated in the duscussion. We heard lots of good ideas and I hope all that didn’t attend
are able to take a look at the minutes and see where some of the discussions went. The board is meeting this
week and will spend some time debriefing and figuring out what some next steps are in helping to facilitate the
creation of some new committees, address some of the concerns that were brought up, and in general keep
this great momentum going to improve our club.
Being a part of the board for that past few years I’ve found that my niche in contributing to the club
outside of volunteering for the Basic Climbing Class,
has been through communications. A big project of mine
has been updating the design of the bulletin and trying to
make it both informative as well as something that is fun to look
through every month. I would really like to increase the amount of
member contributed content each month. Send me trip reports,
photos, books you are reading, events you went to, poems you’ve
written, anything you want to share with our membership. In
addition I’ve been working to improve our email communications.
All of this is still very much a work in progress, and if anyone is
interested in helping me out with club communications or just has
ideas to bring to the table please let me know
On another note, winter is on its way and I want to give a huge
thank you to all the volunteers who worked long hours to get
the cabin ready before the snows come. I hope to make it up to
the cabin more this winter and get to know some of the members
and families that have been long time users. Make sure to mark
your calendars for the new snow dinner on December 14th, I
unfortunately will not be able to make it as I will be running my first
25k trail race that weekend, but I hear it’s quite the feast!

I hope that everyone has a wonderful November and gets to
spend time enjoying family and friends for the start of the
Elden & Myself at the Annual Meeting
holiday season.

CABIN REPORT

Mike Mahanay

Where is winter?
What happened? We had two early snowfalls at Pass level and more in the mountains that looked
promising. Then it all stopped about Oct 23. Since then we have been completely dry! Who has
ever seen it dry the first 7 days in November? The sunsets have been especially stunning! Our
friend Cliff Mass predicted a warmer than normal winter and so far this holding true. Rest assured,
the snow will come.
Let’s work with the snow gods to bring the cold that we need for perfect snow! The best way to
do that is to attend the New Snow Dinner on December 14! Come ski, or snowshoe (or just hang
out) and then enjoy a fantastic Dinner at 6 pm. Afterwards we will show a few slides. I will show
“Huts and Refuges of the Alps & Mount Blanc Circumnavigation”
The Cabin is open each weekend beginning when the snow flies! Ski lessons will start in January
so now is perfect time to come up if you want the snow but want it a little less crowded and extra
quiet. Guye Cabin will also be open during the entire Christmas week! Can you volunteer to host
for a day or 2? Please let me know.
The Cabin Gear Library is in full swing! We have 20 pairs of snowshoes available to borrow for the
day! The Forest Service also leads trips on the weekends. If you are new to snowshoeing this is
the perfect time to gain experience.
When you come up- please prepare to help out and do a chore! Bring something to share, watch
the kids, shovel the snow from the deck and stairs, and help clean up. (We have no trash service
so please bring a bag of compost, recycles, or trash home with you!)
Oh, and renew your membership, and pay your 2020 annual Cabin dues

The Annual Report of activities and achievements at Guye Cabin has been
published on the website You can access the report HERE

ANNUAL MEETING
On October 20th we held our annual pot-luck lunch and meeting at Guye Cabin. I was happy
to meet many people who are new to the WAC. WAC membership has enjoyed significant growth
this year. As the Treasurer’s report indicated, the expanding membership has boosted our finances
allowing the WAC to do more for our members. Mike Mahanay’s presentation on activities at Guye
Cabin this year was very encouraging. This past summer the WAC hosted over 500 hiker-nights at
the cabin bringing in over $13,000 in revenue. Over 50 WAC members served has cabin hosts to
the PCT hikers. This year we provided a washing machine for hikers to do their laundry. That and
a hot shower was a lifesaver to many of the hikers. WAC cabin hosts also drove two hikers to the
hospital who had medical issues that needed tending. A huge percentage of PCT hikers are from
Europe, especially Germany. One of the hikers told me the PCT trail is very well known in Europe.
Many of the European hikers told us Guye Cabin is just like the “rifugio” in the Italian Alps.
Mike described many of the great cabin improvements that have been made over the past year
thanks to volunteer labor, and in some cases, donated materials. The new staircase from the
kitchen to the year replaced the old, worn out, staircase. The new stairs are a big improvement
that will last a lifetime. There was also a brief mention of plans to expand the cabin facilities.
These plans are still in the early concept phase so not ready to be announced yet. Stay tuned for
more on that.
After the meeting we gathered outside on the new balcony and backyard stairs for a group photo.
As you can see in the photo there was about five inches of snow on the ground. That snow has
since melted away but hopefully the snow was an early harbinger of much more to come.

Please see Elden Altizer’s full report here

TOWN HALL
On October 27th the WAC held our first-ever Town Hall meeting at the REI flagship store in Seattle. Approximately 35 members attended the meeting along with most of the WAC’s current board members. The
goal of the meeting was to provide seed-data for developing a long term (5 to 10 years) growth plan. In Elden’s opening remarks he observed that other organizations similar to the WAC have their own long-term
plans. The Town Hall meeting wrapped up the membership survey data we collected a few months ago.
Some 127 WAC members responded to the survey. 50% of the respondents have been members for less
than five years. The respondents said “sense of community” is the main reason for being a WAC member.
Presentations were given describing the WAC’s membership, class offerings, Stewardship activities, Guye
Cabin status and future plans, and fieldtrip outings. We closed with a wrap-up discussion. Each discussion topic included interactive exchanges with attending members. Many ideas were tossed into the mix
for discussion.

The meeting PowerPoint presentation can be found here
Complete meeting minutes can be found here
One of the WAC’s board members made an interesting comment.
He said, if you have an idea, do it. Don’t wait for the board of directors to do it. Don’t wait for someone
else to do it. Write a proposal, send it to the board for approval (good ideas generally get approved with
ease), then go make it happen. Like this:

Text By: Robertson Miller

WASHINGTON ALPINE CLUB
ADAPTIVE CLIMBING PROJECT
The Washington Alpine Club is helping to foster inclusivity within the climbing community through an
adaptive climbing program, spearheaded by four members and a number of climbing instructors. Through
informal partnerships with Vertical World, Paradox Sports, and Outdoors for All, members Trevor Davis,
Grant Hennington, Pat O’Brien, and Brannely Turpen created a monthly adaptive climbing event at Vertical
World’s Seattle climbing gym.
Before the adaptive climbing events could be held, volunteers needed to be recruited and trained in disability etiquette, as well as proper use of adaptive climbing equipment and safety systems. Teams from
Paradox Sports travelled from their hub in Boulder, Colorado to provide training to 16 WAC members,
among others, through two separate Adaptive Climbing Initiative courses, with the WAC providing generous donations in order to cover lunches for course participants and instructors.
Since the trainings, six adaptive climbing events have been held at Vertical World, serving over 20 climbers with a variety of physical and mental disabilities, many of which were climbing for the first time. 8 WAC
members have volunteered at the adaptive climbing events thus far, helping to spread climbing stoke to
an underserved population, with a goal of making the WAC more accessible to all who have a passion for
climbing.
Participating members include Trevor Davis, Jef Faulkner, Brandi Garcia, Grant Hennington, Grant Hennington, Chris Lee, Max Leitner, Pat O’Brien, Jay Smith, Alex Soloway, Chelsea Sweetin, Brannely Turpen,
Gary Yee, Jason Zabriskie.
There’s room for more, there’s room for you!

Interested in getting involved in the adaptive climbing project?
Contact Grant Hennington at granthennington@gmail.com.

WAC ADAPTIVE EVENT PHOTOS

WAC members Melissa Johnson and
Pat O’Brien participating in and adaptive
climbing simulation (lower limb loss &
blindness) as part of the Paradox Sports
Adaptive Climbing Initiative Course.

WAC members Trevor Davis, Pat
WAC members Jef Faulkner and Max
O’Brien, and Brannely Turpen
Leitner participating in an adaptive
working with a participant at an climbing simulation (blindness) as part of
adaptive climbing event held at
the Paradox Sports Adaptive Climbing
Vertical World in Seattle.
Initiative Course.

WAC members Rachel Davidson and
A participant named Kellen rock WAC member Gary Yee working with a
Brandi Garcia participating in an adaptive climbing for the first time in his life participant at an adaptive event held at
simulation (lower limb loss) as part of the at one of the adaptive events held
Vertical World in Seattle.
Paradox Sports Adaptive Climbing
at Vertical World Seattle.
Initiative Course.

CLASS UPDATES
2020 Backcountry Class
Applications are OPEN!
Sign up before November 30th!
Our instructors are a small community of volunteers who provide a valuable class for skiers and
snowboarders who are making the transition from the resort to backcountry. Students learn to
safely travel into, through, and out of the backcountry under their own power. Most of our students enjoy the WAC community and return in following seasons to help instruct the class.
This two-month course runs annually. It covers avalanche awareness, companion rescue, safe
winter travel techniques, and winter camping. The class includes five evening lectures in Seattle
and four weekends in the mountains of Washington.
Full Class Info Page & Applications HERE

WAC AIARE 1 IS FULL BUT IF YOU STILL WANT TO GET SIGNED UP CHECK THIS OUT!
MEMBERSHIP BENEFIT – DISCOUNTED AVALANCHE AIARE CLASSES
BY MOUNTAIN MADNESS
Mountain Madness is offering all Washington Alpine Members a 10% discount on AIARE 1 and 2
courses this winter. Mention your WAC membership for this offer.
Remember if you want to take the Backcountry Travel class Aiare 1 is a pre-requisite.
Don’t miss out!

STILL OPENINGS FOR AIARE 2

Dates:

Key Details:
Offerings is with Kaf Adventures at $395 per student.

Class work
February 7th
9AM - 5PM @ Kaf Adventure Hub
(2960 4th Ave South)

If you plan to stay at Guye Cabin during this time, please
coordinate with Mike Mahanay.

Field Work:
February 8th & 9th @ 8AM - 5PM
Guye Cabin (condition dependent)

The course is limited to 10 people per course

Februaury 7th - 9th

Fees are waived for WAC members who participate in
one of these class offerings.

If the course does not fill up, Kaf will open the classes to
the general public
Additional Questions:
Contact Brandi Garcia - brandi.garcia7@gmail.com

CLASS UPDATES
2019 Fall WFA Recap
Each November (most years) the WAC hosts a first aid class at Guye Cabin. On the weekend
of November 2nd, we hosted this year’s class. The class was a Wilderness First Aid (WFA) level
class. This means some 20 hours of on-line study over the previous month, a challenging online test that had to be passed and two solid days of hands on training at Guye Cabin. Eighteen
students signed up which was the maximum we had room for. An additional seven students were
wait-listed. Wilderness first aid training is highly encouraged for WAC members who venture into
the back country. Unlike when you are in town, you can’t call 911 and expect professional help to
arrive within minutes. Even popular, easy to access, places like Snow Lake are still multiple hours
away from professional help if someone gets hurt.
FUTURE COURSE OFFERINGS
We plan to continue sponsoring first aid classes each November, but need to find out if there is
enough interest in holding another WFA class sooner, maybe this spring.
Please e-mail Robertson Miller if you are interested in another WFA class sooner than November.
This year’s class was taught by Wilderness Medicine Training Center (WMTC).

CLUB CALENDAR
NOVEMBER
8th - 10th: Scout Troop 0242 @ Guye Cabin
22nd - 24th: Thanksgiving @ Guye Cabin
DECEMBER
5th - 8th: AIARE 1
7th - Cabin opens for winter season
14th: New Snow Dinner
Dec 21st - Jan 01: Cabin open every day

UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS
There are so many great events happening almost daily in Seattle, if you have something
coming up that could interest the members send it our way and we’ll add it to the list!
Grab some friends and check out something new!
If you want to post an event put it on one of the WAC Forums here:
https://washingtonalpineclub.org/wac-forums
NOVEMBER
9th: Cascade Designs Warehouse Sale
9th: Workshop; Build your own custom tote @ Filson Flagship
11th: Ladies Night w/ She Rocks @ Momentum Indoor Climbing SODO
14th: Reel Rock 14 @ Vertical World Seattle
18th: Climbing, Board Games, and Brews @ Momentum Indoor Climbing SODO
21st: “The Big Thaw” Photographic Event with Climate Scientists @ Mountaineers
20th: Teton Gravity Research Presents: Winterland @ Tractor Tavern
22nd: Second Annual Ladies Night - Stories of Risk & How We Grow
29th-1st: Annual Native Art Market @ Duwamish Longhouse & Cultural Center
Also our very own Scott Kranz along with others will be talking about Winter camping at the
U-Village Eddie Bauer Store on November 14th.
Event is free but register here as space is limited!

DECEMBER
4th - 5th: The Banff Mountain Film Festival @ Benaroya Hall

Club Photos

few more shots from the Annual Meeting up at Guye Cabin!

Women of the WAC “Wax & Wine Night” was a big success! Thanks OR for hosting.
Send us your photos to be featured in the bulletin wacboard@googlegroups.com

2020 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
TRUSTEES

DIRECTORS

President: Chelsea Sweetin

Angela Crampton

1st VP: Pat O’Brien

Mike Daly

2nd VP: Ira Rushwald

Mike Mahanay

Treasurer: Nathaniel Harrison

Rebecca Shore

Secretary: Robertson Miller

Rachel Minucciani

2020 CLASS CO-CHAIRS

BASIC CLIMBING CLASS

INTERMEDIATE CLASS

Pat O’Brien
Brandi Garcia
Clement Gurrey
Linnet Vacha
Kelly Pope

Wayne Begasse
Jodie Eilers

BACKCOUNTRY CLASS
Gabe O’Leary
Nici Bissonnette
Alex Garcia

PROPERTY & MEMBERSHIP
Cabin Chair: Mike Mahanay
Work Parties: Mike Mahanay
Membership: Dave Wilson

Board Meetings
The WAC Board of Directors meets on the first Thursday of each month (excluding summer July /
August). All members are welcome to join the meetings, but if unable to attend you can read the
minutes of each meeting on the website HERE
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