PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Chelsea Sweetin
It has been quite a month. With all the clubwide communiations and decisions needing to be made regarding
COVID-19, I have been tardy on my “president’s corner”. It is an interesting time in our lives right now, at first it was
a little unreal. Though as we increasingly see, it is going to have major impact on our daily lives and routines. Offices
are closed, gyms are shutting their doors, even restaurants and places of entertainment are closing or severely altering their way of opperating.
For the club, we have cancelled all of our upcoming events and classes, including most notably the 2020 Basic
Climbing Class. This was not an easy decision, and I don’t envy the co-chairs for being put in that position. They did
the best they could to keep it running, but in the end it was to hard to both efficiently run the class while also keeping
the health and safety of our members as first priority. I am proud of every WAC member has put forth time and effort
to help us make the right decisions, despite them being incredibly difficult.
I also want to thank Mike Mahanay, the Sosa Family, and Archie for putting in so much effort to disinfect and clean
the cabin. While we have decided to continue the closure until at least May 01, when we will reassess the situation at
large - it will be sparkling clean when we are able to open and enjoy it again.
I wish everyone safety and health in these challenging and often confusing times. Know that the club is here, and we
hope to find ways to continue to engage our members dsepite the challenges. Please reach out if you have questions, the board and myself are here for all of you.
Be happy that Spring is coming and we can start to spend our time outdoors in sunshine. I went on a walk yesterday
and the cherry blossoms were in full bloom as well as many other spring flowers starting to show their petals.
-Chelsea

Top of Mission Ridge Ski Area - Beautiful Ice Crusted Trees!

Vantage, WA on a balmy February day!

CABIN REPORT

Mike Mahanay

GUYE CABIN WILL BE CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE!
Please plan accordingly if you had anticipated heading up there in the next month. It wil be
closed until at least May 01 then we will reasses.
Guye Cabin Report March 2020
We have had an excellent ski season despite some rain and warmer temperatures here and there.
Guye Cabin has received well over 200 inches of snow so far this season. Even though the Cabin
is closed right now because of the Corvid-19 virus there is still plenty of winter activity to be had.
Randy Oakley has been out to Mount Rainier at Paradise on ski trips and it is amazing. Elden is
planning a Mount St Helen’s trip. Closer to home is Kendall Lakes- a great ski or snowshoe. So
even with health emergency we can still get out on our own and enjoy the remainder of out Cascades winter!
Guye Cabin typically sees minimal use in the latter part of ski season, as the classes are all
finished. We look forward to a having it open again. A huge thank you to the Sosa family and
Archie who assisted in the deep clean and sanitization of our facilites.
As the snow melts we will have some work parties to prepare firewood for next winter, paint outside the Cabin where needed, do some foundation repair, and other minor maintenance tasks. If
you have used Guye Cabin this year, you’ll want to come out and lend a hand!

Stewardship Committee Updates
This month, we’re passing along some Spring Messages from the Access Fund:
Give raptors space (Why Raptors Need Space in Nesting Season)
Tread lightly in the desert (4 Easy Ways to be Low Impact on Desert Climbing Trips)
Defend Democracy and the Outdoors. Protect Climbing. (Pledge to Vote in November)
Sign up to get Access Fund E-News in your own inbox.
Make your voice heard by getting Action Alerts from the Outdoor Alliance.
Olympic Beach Cleanup on Earth Day Saturday April 25, 2020
Marine debris is trash that somehow ends up in the ocean. It could come down a local waterway,
or across the ocean from Japan, or other locations in Asia. Now it’s degrading and poisoning our
coastal wildlife and releasing its toxins into the food chain.
Or maybe a commercial fishing boat lost some gear in one of our notorious winter storms. Now
it’s floating around out there, damaging our coastal fisheries, and pointlessly killing everything
that gets caught.
The Olympic Beach Cleanup was organized by our good friend Jan Klippert in 2000, sponsored
by the Washington Alpine Club, Washington Trails Association, the Mountaineers, and several
others. Now the Clean up is organized by Coastsavers. https://www.coastsavers.org/ I have led
this effort for the WAC since 2002.
Our team will again do the Hoh Beach and points
north as far as we can. Most years we do Jefferson
Cove as well. We find fishing floats, rope, plastic
bottles, metal items. Wonderful glass fishing floats
from Japan are occasionally discovered. We will
carry everything out to Oil City Trailhead. This will
require several trips but doesn’t take long.
This is a great time to visit the our amazing Pacific
Coast, do a good deed, and meet some new folks.
You can come for the day on Saturday, or camp
with us on Saturday night at Hoh Beach.
Can’t make it to Hoh Beach, there are many other
options to participate everywhere along the WA
coast. You can also hike in to other more remote
locations and carry a bag or two out. Contact me
for suggestions.
For info or to rsvp to Mike mikemahanay@gmail.
com

Activity Committee Update
OUTINGS REPORT
The outings/activities schedule will continue to grow as more leaders and activities are added.
We’re working on holding a trip organizing event for late spring to kick off the summer climbing season – details to follow.
The combined WAC/Boealps snowshoe series ended with a great year. Several WAC members enjoyed the outings. The peaks this year were: Noble Knob, Diamond Head, Type Peak,
Mt McCausland, Arrowhead Mtn, and West Granite Mtn. Perhaps we can start our own WAC
series next year!
Upcoming Outings
For now all WAC outtings for March and April have been cancelled or postponed.
Please reach out to the trip leader if you have questions.
Thank you!

May 9-10 Mt Hood - South Route
Distance: 7 miles Vertical Gain: 5,450’
Max Party: 15 Lead: Elden Altizer
Please sign up on WAC Facebook Events Page
Cost: $20 (more details on events page)

June 19-21: Club Campout at Leavenworth/Icicle Creek at Chatter Creek Group Campsite.
Come join and enjoy the summer solstice! Climbing, hiking, potentially rafting? Details will be
posted in the April Bulletin.

Looking for Leaders for potential activities - will be subject to COVID-19:
• May 2: Ski to Camp Muir, Mt. Rainier NP. 4,600’ vertical, 9 miles, 6 hours
• June/July TBD: Intro to backpacking to Thorp Lake
• July: Backcountry ski Mt. Adams
• June/July TBD: WAC kids cabin sleep over, Hike to Franklin Falls, Bonfire
• September/October: Mushroom identification and foraging at Guye Cabin

If you are interested in leading an outing or getting involved with the
activities committee please reach out to Elden Altizer

CLUB CALENDAR
MARCH
Events this month have been cancelled or postponed, please reach out to your coordinator or
trip leader for specific information.
GUYE CABIN IS CLOSED

UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS
There are so many great events happening almost daily in Seattle, if you have something coming up
that could interest the members send it our way and we’ll add it to the list!
Grab some friends and check out something new!
If you want to post an event put it on one of the WAC Forums or on the WAC Facebook Page!
MARCH

NO EVENT LISTINGS THIS MONTH
Please check online and via email for status of community events and activities.

CLASS UPDATES
NOTICE:
Emotional First Responder has been cancelled.
We will try and reschedule later in the year.
Apologies for the inconvenience.
BASIC CLIMBING CLASS:
The Basic Climbing Class has been officially cancelled for 2020.

Members Corner
Barron Yurt Hut Trip Report
Written By: Fred Slater
WACers KP Pryde, David Griffin, Richard Lintermans, and Fred Slater spent 4 days ski touring from Barron
Yurt, northwest of Mazama near the boundary of the Pasayten Wilderness. Winter access to the yurt is
provided only by helicopter. North Cascades Heli operates in the area from January through March. They
provide guide services and catered meals as part of the package for 3-night and 4-night yurt trips.
Our trip was a slice of heaven, but it started with some uncertainty. We arrived on a Thursday morning,
when the weather forecast predicted low cloud ceilings and 38 mph wind gusts. The contract does not
stipulate any rebate in case of bad weather, nor is any lodging provided if you are stuck in town waiting
for the weather to clear. I wrote to NC Heli and volunteered that we could arrive earlier than the appointed
arrival time if that would increase our chances of flying that day. They agreed, and we all arrived at the heli
barn before 11am. Our guide, Ross, introduced himself. We were weighed, along with our gear, and were
given a short briefing on helicopter travel. We climbed into the whirlybird at 12:00 sharp, and much to our
relief, took off.
Flight time to the yurt is about 15 minutes. As we arrived, the prior group was crouched in the landing
zone with their gear, ready to be lifted out in a “hot” exchange, so the blades kept turning while we disembarked. Once the chopper was gone, we were left in silence to carry our food and bags indoors.
The yurt seemed spacious. It sleeps 10, and we were just 5 of us. At the center is a wood stove, above
which are strings and clips for drying boots and clothing. The kitchen area has a propane stove and 2
propane lanterns. There are 2 couches and a dining table. There is a stairway that leads down to the
bathrooms and a food storage area. The 2 bathrooms are separated, not by gender, but by use: one for
pee, one for poop.
Having made it in early, we were anxious to ski. Ross agreed to forgo settling in at the yurt so we could
climb a nearby ridge, so long as we first completed a brief demonstration of beacon search skills. We
were skinning by 2:30, and Ross broke trail in about 18 inches of recently deposited powder. The yurt is
located at 6200’, well above what was a rainy Methow Valley. Although the visibility was somewhat poor,
the snow was wonderful. We ended up completing two 1000’ descents by dusk.
For the next 3 days, we fell quickly into a pattern. Wake, breakfast, ski untracked powder, lunch, ski
untracked powder, dinner. In the evenings, Ross fired up a generator for about 3 hours, so we could use
electric lights, listen to music, and charge our various electronics while we sat by the fire. On Saturday,
the weather cleared, and we got our first breathtaking glimpse of the surrounding mountains. By Sunday,
we were all exhausted, but we made the effort to climb Tamarack Peak twice for more great skiing and
some spectacular views in the sunshine before the chopper came to pick us up at 3pm.
All in all, we highly recommend this experience, although we are lucky that the weather allowed us in on
that first day. Ross was an outstanding guide, and the catered food, from Arrow Leaf in Winthrop, was
gourmet. The clerk back at the heli barn said it best when I looked him in the eye upon return. He said,
“You look like you just woke up from a dream.”
Check out some photos on the next page!

Members Corner

Members Corner
Alpine Astronomy
By: Robertson Miller
I hope you enjoyed last month’s initial installment of Alpine Astronomy. This is the second in what will be a continuing series of
monthly articles. Did you find M42, the Orion nebula?
In April 2017, my wife and I set a new personal altitude record in a car, 13,803’. By far the highest we had ever driven a car! So,
where can you drive to 13,803 feet altitude? Answer: Mona Kea, Hawaii. Want to touch snow in Hawaii? The summit of Mona Kea
is the place to go.
The, hopefully, dormant volcano*, Mona Kea, is home to several large, correction, huge, telescopes, the most famous being the
dual-dome Keck observatory. Each of the two Keck telescopes sport 10-meter primary mirrors. These telescopes were the largest
in the world for many years after they were built. It was a dream of mine to see these leviathans in person. One can only imagine
what a task it was to transport thousands of tons of material to the top of the mountain during construction.
The road to the summit ends a couple hundred feet below the true summit. Naturally, I had to tag the true summit, so I hiked up
the steep trail over snow the final 200 feet. Funny thing, when you go from actual sea-level at a Hawaiian beach to 13,803’ by car
in the space of three hours you are sucking wind hiking that last two hundred vertical feet.
*Not long after our trip the neighboring volcano, Kīlauea, began a new serious of explosive eruptions and lava flows that destroyed
over 700 of homes and other structures on the southern slopes of the mountain.
This month’s Alpine observing target is to locate the winter hexagon. See the nearby star map. If you found the Orion nebula last
month that’s good place to start. Below Orion’s belt you will find the bright blue star Rigel. Down and to the left (southeast) you will
find Sirius, the dog star. Sirius is one of the brightest stars in the sky. Sirius follows Orion across the sky. From Sirius look up and
to the left to find Procyon then Pollux still higher up. Next move up and right (west) to Capella then down to Aldebaran and back to
Rigel completing the winter hexagon. These are all bright naked-eye stars. Find and identify all six stars!

Winter Hexagon

Keck w/ Snow

If you have photos or content to contribute to the bulletin please email us at:
bulletin@washingtonalpineclub.org
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Board Meetings
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August). All members are welcome to join the meetings, but if unable to attend you can read the
minutes of each meeting on the website HERE
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