PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Chelsea Sweetin
It’s finally starting to look a little bit like summer! And I know if any of you are like me, you are happy to have the sun on your face and some
fresh air to clear out the cobwebs. After months of not being able to go outside, it feels like such a treat to be able to enjoy the outdoors
again, albeit differently and a bit closer to home. I hope that everyone has been able to figure out the best ways to recreate safely. There is
some updated information included later on in the bulletin to help guide you in your COVID-19 recreating. This weekend I was able to make
it to Index, WA and set up camp by the river. It was a much needed weekend of relaxation in a time of high stress and uncertainty. Hammocks by the river and camp fires are good medicine (see a few pictures below).
While the club events have been cancelled there has still be a lot going on in the WAC these past few months. Mike Mahanay has been
leading the charge on some hefty cabin updates, including a new paint job, and a start on the new foundation. Thanks to everyone who has
been putting in the hours to keep our cabin in order.
In addition to the cabin updates, we’ve also been continuing to work behind the scenes to put a diversity road map in place for the club. We
have met with a small group of individuals who are helping us draft what will become the club road map moving forward. We’ve had a rocky
start as a club to entering this process and we’ve already made many mistakes, we’ve had hard conversations, both productive and not,
and it has not been easy. I do feel that we have a dedicated group of members who care deeply about improving our club, and after our last
meeting, I am optimistic that we are moving in the right direction. In the coming weeks please keep an eye out for more information and a
call to action for the larger membership to join the conversation and help us move the club forward.
It has been a difficult year all around, just remember that we are all family in this club, and that while we may not all agree on everything,
we need to support each other, show respect, and act with grace. We all dedicate our time to this club in different ways, no way is more
important than another. We need it all in order to make this club what it is, and that is a place where people can come together and enjoy
community and the outdoors. I thank each and every one of you for being a member of this club and contributing what you can.
Have a wonderful rest of July
-Chelsea Sweetin

Stewardship Committee Updates
WAYS TO HELP BOTH FROM HOME AND IN THE GREAT OUTDOORS!
Stay safe out there everyone!
Please check out the Recreate Responsibly grassroots project at https://www.recreateresponsibly.org/
We absolutely still need to take extra care to be safe as we’re going to the backcountry. Please especially KNOW BEFORE YOU
GO. Many places remain closed and many facilities are not available. Check for openings and closures online! Also - PLAY IT
SAFE. Search and Rescue groups are seeing a huge spike in calls now that the June-ueary gloom has passed. COVID-19 is an
ever looming danger - entire SAR groups may have to go offline in an instant if they become infected or are exposed to an infected person in a rescue.

Stewardship from Home:
Systemic racism “exists on both the streets of our cities and inside our national parks”
Check out the perils of being black in public by Carolyn Finney for a quick introduction if this is a new thought to you.
Many local outdoor organizations are taking action. You can pressure them to take more. You can also learn more about how to
get involved!
WTA has compiled a ton of resources - check it out here
.
Please join the National Forest Foundation and Forest Service in celebrating National Forest Week from July 13-19, 2020. While
outdoor recreation is still restricted due to COVID-19, it is still a great time to celebrate our incredible National Forests & Grasslands during National Forest Week.
“Share stories of the unique features of the National Forest System and memorable outdoor excursions. From clean air and water
to carbon sequestration, it’s also a great time to learn about all the benefits that these public lands offer.”
Take Action to support NEPA!
The Senate passed the Great American Outdoors Act! Say thank you!
The House votes on it this week! Write your representative.

Stewardship in the Field:
Join WCC and the AF Conservation Team in this year’s Washington Climbing Conservation Initiative work in the Enchantments
with the Forest Service and Leavenworth Mountain Association. They are limited to 4 volunteers total at any given time due to
COVID-19 restrictions and the type of work. Volunteers do not need prior trail work experience. The work site will be on the Snow
Lakes trail above Nada Lake and below Snow Lake, so it will be about a ~6 mile hike in and volunteers can camp overnight on the
AF Conservation Team’s ‘work permit’ at Nada Lake. Due to the long hike in, ideally volunteers will stay at least overnight or 2-3
nights if interested.
Dates are Monday through Thursdays to avoid higher traffic days: July 21-24, July 28-31.
Please let us know if you are interested and we can let you know how to volunteer.
Reach out to us at stewardship@washingtonalpineclub.org
Join the USFS for stewardship work at Fun Rock in Mazama. They are building stone structures for belay platforms, retaining
walls, and stairs. Great progress has been made so far. USFS Climbing Rangers and Trail Crew will continue working on the project throughout the summer, and are hoping to recruit help from volunteers.
Get a WAC group together and let us know about it! (Group size will be limited and COVID-19 precautions will be in place.)
Individuals can also sign up in advance here: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/V5K92YL

-Tessa, Matt, & Jenn

CABIN REPORT

Mike Mahanay
I have been getting up to Guye Cabin and Snoqualmie Pass at least twice each week to volunteer at Guye
Cabin. It has been amazing to watch the snowpack recede, the mountains reappear from their white blankets and
turn to summer. The Snoqualmie River and Commonwealth Creek are still running high with spring runoff. It won’t be
long until we have berries and mushrooms to forage. Guye Cabin as always been the heart and soul of our 500 member Club. The nucleus of our diverse group of people that find common ground in the outdoors.
It is very sad to have to avoid people. Aardvarks has moved to Ellensburg. Over 1400 people in WA have died due
to the terrible Covid-19 pandemic (almost half of those in King County) so it is the right thing to be careful, follow the
state guidelines, social distance and wear a mask when closer than 6 feet. This is true even when outside and even in
the mountains – walking, biking, hiking, running, climbing. Please protect others!
I know some days I feel helpless as the pandemic, social justice unrest, lack of leadership at all levels, and
hatred spread across our county, city, and even in our Club. Luckily we can get away close to home and visit the
mountains or ocean to regain a sense of normalcy and rejuvenate ourselves. I also rely more on friends to help me
through. Many of my life-long friends I have made through the WAC. I feel honored to be associated with this historic
outdoor Club of supportive people linked by the “healthful enjoyment of the outdoors”.

CABIN REPORT CONT’D

Mike Mahanay
ISO WORK PARTIES
We are doing 2 ISO (isolation) work parties each week Tuesday, Wednesday and maybe Thursday. Sadly, because of
social distancing we will not do any big weekend work parties that you are used to. Just these smaller affairs of 2-6
people. We stay outside, social distance, wash our hands, bring our masks, and enjoy a sack lunch.
We have removed the 2 big motors, metal rim, and filled the tanks in the old pumphouse, lots of yard work, split and
put away wood, and have completed painting outside the Cabin. On July 14th we started the foundation repair on the
west side of the dining room and kitchen.
Thanks to Dale Ott, Randall, John Sanford, Elden Altizer, Don Oelschlager, Mike Daly, Aaron Nation and Carrie Wink
for volunteering. Our work hours total over 200 so far! These are people that are demonstrating leadership and showing how to support our Club.
The foundation repair is a big deal and we need you to come up and lend a hand. We will use shovels, dig, build
forms, mix and pour concrete, apply waterproofing, repoint mortar, and backfill. Do we have enough help? Nope! So,
if you can come help us we need you. Yes, you will get dirty, maybe some blisters, ruin some clothes, and get tar in
your hair. But you will go away with a memorable day with friends. Contact Mike to rsvp.
ISO CABIN STAYS
As you know we are not allowing mixed groups at Guye Cabin this summer. Big events like the Pacific Crest Trail
Association skills college, High School running camp, and Cascade Crest weekends are all cancelled for this year. We
also will not be hosting any PCT hikers this year. Unless things drastically change, fall and even winter will be similar
with no groups, classes, Annual Meeting, or Snow Dinner at the Cabin. It is just too risky.
Since May we have been allowing private Cabin stays for families and quarantine groups by reservation. There has
been a huge demand and every available date was taken. Weekends are booked well into September, but there are
some mid-week dates available in September. These are Tues/Wed nights. If you are flexible there might also be a
weekend cancellation. Please check the WAC calendar or with Mike. This is a rare opportunity to enjoy Guye Cabin
to yourself. (personally I miss the social scene at Guye Cabin and someone commented that “Guye Cabin misses
people”) Everyone has been very appreciative and really enjoyed their time at our refuge and sanctuary. These private
stays will continue through the fall and probably in the winter season too.
CANCELLED
PCT HIKER HOSTING 2020
Sadly, hosting PCT hikers is cancelled for 2020. Guidance from the Pacific Crest Trail Association is that hikers should
not be doing thru hikes this year- Southbound included. As you can imagine there are many folks who don’t think
guidance applies to them and are still on the trail. They cannot stay at the Cabin or camp on the property. We are
careful to fully support our outdoor partners- Park Service, Forest Service, DNR, PCTA and more. Hikes that are close
to home and self- supported are allowed so we look forward to getting on the trail. https://www.pcta.org/covid-19/
Enjoy your summer and please contact me if there is anything you need help with.
Mike Mahanay

Member Photos

Don Oelshlager attending his very first work party in 1940 (left) at Guye Cabin,
and painting the cabin this month (right). Don’s father Bill helped build the original Guye Cabin in 1932 and was an early Mount Rainier Climber.

Mike Daly painting up at Guye Cabin during one of the ISO work parties

Member Photos

Cristi Colony and her family at their ISO Guye Cabin stay!

Virtual Events
Elevate Conservation: Outdoors for All Online Event Summer 2020
Monday July 20th 4:00pm - 5:00pm
Climbing Culture 2.0: Creating Anti-Racist Climbing Spaces, with Cia Blackstock
Friday, July 24th 11:00am - 12:00pm
Presentation by Tonde Katiyo titled “What is athletic empathy?”
Women of the WAC
Are you at the point where you miss seeing/running into/catching up with some of your fellow WAC ladies?
Be sure to check out the latest and greatest on the WOW Facebook Page. We try and post events and
virtual gatherings on a fairly regular basis so always be on the lookout for more.

If you have photos or content to contribute to the bulletin please email us at:
bulletin@washingtonalpineclub.org

Alpine Astronomy
By: Robertson Miller
“Hang on!” Charlie shouted to me as I was on the bow of our 25-foot sailboat trying to take in the genoa
sail. I looked up and saw a huge wave about to crash over me. I grabbed the handrail and held on as tightly as I could. The boat pitched high into the air and plunged down into the face of the next wave soaking
me as I continued pulling the sail in. We were fifteen miles out to sea heading for Catalina Island. The wind
increased dramatically kicking up big waves. It was sailor’s delight!
Two hours later we pulled safely into Avalon harbor, Santa Catalina island, California. If you have never
visited Catalina island, I recommend it. When I lived in California, I used to visit the island several times a
year. I always loved it. On this trip my friend Charlie and I decided to try one of the tourist attractions at
Avalon, the “Flying Fish” boat. Prevalent around Catalina island is a species of fish, commonly referred to
as “flying fish”. They really do fly. The “Flying Fish” tour boat went out after dark. By shining a powerful
search light over the water, the fish would be induced to leap up and fly, often over one hundred feet. Everybody on the boat screamed and hollered joyfully as the fish flew by, sometimes over, the boat.
Some distance from Avalon the tour guide asked how many people on the boat live in Los Angeles. About
50 people raised their hands. Then the guide turned off the search light and the cabin lights plunging the
boat into darkness. After waiting a few seconds for eyes to adjust he invited everybody to look up. “Those
are stars,” he said. Thirty miles across the ocean from Los Angeles and separated from Avalon by the
mountainous island the sky was filled with brilliant stars NEVER visible under the bright lights of Los Angles. Judging by the reactions of the passengers it was clear many of them had never truly seen the night
sky in all its glory. Next time you are in the mountains after dark be sure to look up.
This month I decided to explain how to find the north star, Polaris. See the nearby image. Turns out Polaris is easy to find by using Ursa Major, a.k.a. The Big Dipper, as a reference. The Big Dipper is easy to
find from our latitude in Washington state. It is always above the horizon, never sets. During the summer
months the Big Dipper is nearly directly overhead. During the winter months the Big Dipper is in the north
sky about halfway between the horizon and your zenith (directly overhead). As you can see from the image
the outer two stars of the Dipper’s cup point to Polaris. That’s how you can determine which direction is
true north if you are ever lost in the mountains without a compass. Of course, when facing Polaris south is
behind you. Can’t remember which way is east and west? Just imagen you are holding a map of the United States while facing Polaris, California is in the west (left), New York is in the east (right). By day you can
determine direction by the sun (on a clear day). At noon your shadow points roughly north.
On the next clear night go out and locate the Big Dipper then follow the line from the outer edge of the cup
to the North Star.

If you have photos or content to contribute to the bulletin please email us at:
bulletin@washingtonalpineclub.org
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President: Chelsea Sweetin
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Mike Daly
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2020 CLASS CO-CHAIRS

BASIC CLIMBING CLASS

INTERMEDIATE CLASS

Pat O’Brien
Brandi Garcia
Clement Gurrey
Linnet Vacha
Kelly Pope

Jodie Eilers
Kelly Coons
Stu Lai

BACKCOUNTRY CLASS
Gabe O’Leary
Nici Bissonnette
Alex Garcia

PROPERTY & MEMBERSHIP
Cabin Chair: Mike Mahanay
Work Parties: Mike Mahanay
Membership: Dave Wilson

Board Meetings
The WAC Board of Directors meets on the first Thursday of each month (excluding summer July /
August). All members are welcome to join the meetings, but if unable to attend you can read the
minutes of each meeting on the website HERE
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