PRESIDENT’S CORNER

PC: Angela Crampton

Chelsea Sweetin
I can’t believe it is already FALL! While I’m sad to see Summer go, I am loving the crisp morning air. I spent the weekend out at TIeton this
past week, and it was glorious. While we had some clouds and a bit of mist on Saturday, we woke up on Sunday to a beautiful blue sky and
sun! I hope everyone else is getting out and enjoying the last few weeks before Fall and Winter set in.
We are in the midst of our board elections, which will be announced this month, so don’t forget to cast your vote. The link is included below,
and please reach out if you have any issues, we will make sure you get your vote counted. We are also planning the annual meeting tonight
at the board meeting, so keep an eye out for that invite in the next week or so. If you can’t join us on Zoom we will post the presentation
and annual report on the website so you don’t miss anything.
As some of you know the board and a small group of volunteers have been working hard to put together a DEI (diversity, equity, & inclusion)
roadmap and call to action document over the past few months. I truly appreciate the work that has been done, as well as the patience
from the rest of the club, many of whom are antsy to start getting involved. We are CLOSE! The team is putting the finishing touches on
the document we plan to release, and we will work on distribution to the club in the next month, along with setting up planning sessions to
really start engaging the rest of the club.
This has been a tough year, and things have looked very different for the club, but we have made it through and will continue to adapt to
our situation. The new board coming in will continue to help support our members in any way we can. Despite the challenges we have
many creative ideas circulating to help keep us all connected, involved, and a part of the greater outdoor community.
-Chelsea

2020 / 2021 Board Elections
Ballots are out!
Don’t forget to cast your vote by October 15th.
VOTE HERE

Annual Meeting

Sunday October 18th @ 7:00pm.

With the COVID-19 restrictions still in place, we will
not be able to gather at Guye Cabin for the Annual
Meeting. Instead we will be holding it via ZOOM!
Please keep an eye out for the invite and RSVP.
Every year we recognize members who have gone
above and beyond for th club the past year and
we’d like your input. Please send us a note nominating whoever you think deserves to be
recognized!
wacboard@googlegroups.com

Stewardship Committee Updates
Enchantments trail maintenance July 14-17

The Access Fund West Conservation team worked in the Enchantments for several weeks to improve the trail between Nada and
Snow Lakes. Rock fall had made the trail impassable to pack animals, impacting the Forest Service’s ability to maintain the upper
Enchantment basin. Volunteers were limited to four per week and multiple days were requested due to the work being more than
seven miles from the trailhead. Elden Altizer was able to volunteer for the WAC and had a great time, but “boy, it was a lot of
work!”

Fun Rock Project, September 19, 2020

Jennifer Louie and Alan Widmer joined the Access Fund West and the Forest Service to improve the
The USFS Climbing Rangers and The Access Fund have been working together and working hard this season to continue stewardship work at Fun Rock in Mazama. Jennifer Louie and Alan Widmer joined the effort to build stone structures for belay platforms, retaining walls, and stairs. Covid has limited the number of volunteers that can be on-site, so they really appreciated Jen
and Alan’s help!

Stewardship Committee Updates
New Volunteer Opportunity October 24!
We need you!
The Access Fund is working on a reroute going up to the S.
Arete on S. Early Winter Spire. It will be a day of long hiking,
digging tread, and building structures.
When: October 24th 9:00am - 3:00pm
Where: Blue Lake Trailhead (3 mile hike to worksite)
Number of Volunteers: 8
Contact to Volunteer: stewardship@washingtonalpineclub.org

Leave No Trace is needed now more than ever!
We all love the great outdoors, but during this time of Covid-19 restrictions, the forests have seen a large increase in the number
of users. While this it is great that more people are connecting to the outdoors, the number of new users that are unaware of their
impact on our fragile resources. And the results are painfully obvious! Leave No Trace (LNT) is a principle we should all be familiar with and be willing to share with others in a way that is educational and not confrontational. We can also excel beyond “pack it
in, pack it out” by being prepared to pick up trash for proper disposal.
Resources:
•
Leave No Trace website: https://lnt.org/
•
Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie NF & Okanagan-Wenatchee NF challenges users to pick up 5 pieces of trash on outings.
•
Hans Florine added “pick up 2020 pieces of trash to his “Do Hard Things” challenge.
•
https://www.dhtchallenge.com/the-big-2020-dht-challenge-list

Snow Lake trailhead at Alpental.
Photo: Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie NF

Stewardship Committee Updates
BLM cancels Oil & Gas Lease Plans in the Moab area
The Access Fund along with our outdoor organizations were key advocates leading to the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) reversing their decision to cancel its plans to auction 85,000 acres in the Moab area, a location with rich recreation use, specifically
climbing and mountain biking. Read more about this issue on the Access Fund and Outdoor Alliance websites!

Join the Access Fund for the virtual Annual Summit October 7th
If you’d like to know what the Access Fund is doing to support climbing, and how you can be a climbing advocate, plan on attending the Annual Summit. This year’s theme is “Climbing Through Adversity” and features two Everett summitters, Eric Weihenmayer
as the first blind climber to summit and our very own Washington based Sophia Danenberg as the first African-American and
Black climber to summit. Lean more and register at: https://www.accessfund.org/pages/2020-annual-summit

Highlights:
•
•
•
•

performance by sarcastic folk/rock duo, King Margo and Colorado singer-songwriter, Daniel Rodriguez and his trio.
Engaging program with Everest summiteers, Erik Weihenmayer and Sophia Danenberg
Special appearances by your favorite climbing athletes
An online auction by climbers and for climbers (available to preview now—items are being added every day).

Olympic Beach Cleanup on Earth Day Saturday October 24, 2020
Because of the terrible Covid-19 pandemic we cancelled the Beach Cleanup in April that we have done for years. Recently Doerte
and I were out at Sand Point/Cape Alva, and honestly we were shocked at the amount of garbage that we came across. We carried out what we could but there is so much more.
On Saturday October 24 we are planning a cleanup on the WAC adopted Hoh Beach. Low tide is 9 am. Although this is not an
official outing of any kind you are welcome to join us for a socially distanced clean up. It will be small and we won’t make a huge
impact but it will be an amazing day at the beach making progress. Rain or shine! Rain will not cancel unless it is a major storm.
We find fishing floats, rope, plastic bottles, metal items. Wonderful glass fishing floats from Japan are occasionally discovered. We
will carry everything out to Oil City Trailhead. I expect to make 2 trips each. Doerte and I will come only for the day, but you can
overnight if you wish.
Can’t make it to Hoh Beach, there are many other options to participate everywhere along the WA coast. You can also hike in to
other more remote locations and carry a bag or two out. Sand Point, Cape Alva, Second Beach, Third Beach, Strawberry Point
would be suggestions.
For info or to rsvp to Mike mikemahanay@gmail.com

CABIN REPORT

Mike Mahanay
Oops, summer is over! Just like that. We were going along beautifully until the 12 days of smoke arrived masking the
last of the gorgeous summer weather. When the smoke finally cleared summer was over and the rainy season was
here (along with the much shorter days) We are still getting out however. It is amazing that after 25 years in Washington we still find new places to explore as well as revisiting old favorites.
As I have since May I have been getting up to Guye Cabin and Snoqualmie Pass at least twice each week to volunteer at Guye Cabin. We finished the big foundation project last month, but there is still lots of little things to do. If
you make it up you will see that Guye Cabin is looking magnificent! Dale Ott has been up even more than me! Last
Wednesday I arrived to find Dale and his friend Randall working outside in the rain doing trail, lawn, and parking lot
work. We all worked until we were soaked to the bone. Three cheers for Dale!
The berries are about finished now but the mushrooms are here. Doerte and I even found a King Bolete. (and no I am
not disclosing the location) If you can’t make it outside watch the movie “Fantastic Fungi”.
Almost 2200 people in WA have died due to the terrible Covid-19 pandemic so let’s not let our guard down. Fall and
winter will bring increased risks. Continue to be careful, follow the state guidelines, social distance and wear a mask
when closer than 6 feet. Yes, this is true even when outside and even in the mountains – step off the trail.

Look at the beautiful new foundation!

CABIN REPORT CONT’D

Mike Mahanay
ISO WORK PARTIES
Thanks again to the over 35 WAC members who volunteered this summer over more than 30 work days!
We also made several fixes due to folks providing comments and feedback. Mark Hume said the NE corner of the
foundation was “not complete” so Elden and I fixed that. Jeff Knutson noted that water was pooling on the glulam
beams under the deck so we added metal covers to protect the wood (This will add many years of life to the glulam
beams) Mike Daly saw that the hand rail on the inside stairs was in need of love and installed a new one. Mike also
redid the Cabin grounding system adding a level of safety. Dennis Saunders gave the bathroom floors a fresh coat
of paint. Damon Clark will freshen the kitchen with new paint soon. Excellent examples of people noting a gap and
getting it fixed. I welcome your comments and feedback.
ISO CABIN STAYS
Continued Into Fall
Guye Cabin Misses People
Since May we have been allowing private Cabin stays for families and quarantine groups by reservation. There has
been a huge demand and every available date has been taken. Weekends are booked thru Dec 15. Although weekends are booked, there are many mid-week dates still available in October and November. These are Mon/Tues/Wed/
Thurs nights. Please check the WAC calendar to see what is available, and then contact Mike Mahanay to confirm.
This is a rare opportunity to enjoy Guye Cabin to yourself and enjoy fall in the mountains. Everyone has been very appreciative and really enjoyed their time at our refuge and sanctuary. These private stays will continue through the fall.
We are now working to see how we will manage the winter season.
WHAT’S IN STORE FOR WINTER?
Please reach out to me if you use the Cabin in the winter. I would like to hear your thoughts on what we should do
with overnight use, day use, or even if we should have the Cabin open at all.
Sadly, I don’t expect to have the Cabin open as in the past. A diverse group of people staying together over the
weekend each week would be a disaster and not meet guidelines. There will be no groups, classes, or events over the
winter. We could continue the Isolation stays (the WAC version of an Air B&B) but the cost would have to be higher to
allow for the increased utility cost. It would also be much more of an adventure to open/close, get from the parking lot
etc. The summer has been turnkey, winter would not.
I know many of us feel overwhelmed at the endless bad news, lack of leadership, and lack of taking responsibility
by leaders at all levels. There is an affliction of selfishness with people. I hope you and your loved ones are safe and
healthy during these difficult times.
We are exceedingly fortunate to have been gifted a Club and Guye Cabin from our WAC forbearers and WAC elders.
Guye Cabin allows us to easily get away to enjoy some brief periods of normalcy and peace. Let’s reach out and take
extra care of our WAC elders who truly built the Club for us to use today.
Enjoy watching the fall and please contact me if there is anything I can help you with.
Mike Mahanay

Member Photos

Watercolor and gouache paintings of Vantage by talented artist and long time
member Nadia Hakki
Check out her Instagram @nadiaundinehakkiart

Damon and Daphne doing Trail work.
Such a cute little worker.
Thank you!

Jeff Write completed 900 miles of the PCT
Chek out his blog for some great photos and his trip entries.
Check it out here!

Member Photos
Double Goat Rocks Wilderness Traverse
Mike & Doerte Mahanay
In August Doerte and I finished our big trip for the summer- the double Goat Rocks Wilderness Traverse
(GRWT) from Potato Hill/FR 5603 all way to White Pass/and back on the Pacific Crest Trail (PCT). We now
have a continuous line on the PCT from Lolo Pass at Mount Hood all the way to North of Lake Vahalla using
only days trips.
Of course we had been to Goat Rocks around Snow Grass Flats before- climbing Old Snowy, Ives Peak, and
the big one Mount Curtis Gilbert. Doerte talked to a guy who had skied off Old Snowy’s North face. Now a
days poor Old Snowy is more akin to Mount Si with the parade up and down each weekend.
Although through the wilderness areas is only 45 miles one way with thousands of feet of elevation gain, we
did the traverse both ways, using many access trails resulting in mileage well over 130 over the 7 days all on
saturdays, self-supported, returning home each evening. Besides the PCT, we used the Snowgrass Flats
Trail, SGF Alternate, North Fort Tieton Trail, Nannie Ridge Trail, Walupt Lake Trail, and the Coleman Weedpatch Trail. Some access Trails we used once or twice, however the Snowgrass Flats Trail we used 4 times!
We had magnificent views of Mount Rainier, Mount Hood, and Mount St Helens- sometimes all at once!
There were mosquito infestations, miles of flowers, just one snowfield and the Packwood Glacier to cross,
lots of elevation and some of the most magnificent and extraordinary views in Washington!

LITTLE TAHOMA CLIMB!
Laura Holcomb
Check out this great slideshow presentation she put together.
WATCH HERE!

If you have photos or content to contribute to the bulletin please email us at:
bulletin@washingtonalpineclub.org

Community Events
Mountain Film Tour
October 1st - 3rd
Paseo’s Drive-In Movie Series
October 2nd, 3rd & 10th
Mountain Bureau Clinics (Smith Rock):
October 2nd - 11th
Online Mountain Safety Clinics
October 4th - 7th
Intro to Mushrooms of the PNW
October 7th 7:00pm - 9:00pm
Woodland Park Zoo Virtual “One Wild World” Series
October 8th & 15th
Seattle Public Library “Celebrating Native & Indiginous Voices”
Multiple Virtual Events

Just For Fun
WINTER STOKE:
Adventure Journal Short “Why do we go to the mountains”
“Made In Voyage” Official Trailer
TGR “Make Believe” Official Trailer
HISTORICAL BADASSES:
How “Steel Grandpa” Gustaf Hakansson Pirated Sweden’s Toughest Bike Race
She Used Bananas for Axle Grease and Elephant Fat for Motor Oil
Matthew Henson was The Best Polar Explorer You’ve Never Heard Of
Black Cyclist Marshall “Major” Taylor Broke All Kinds of Barriers
Why is Outdoor Research Called “Outdoor Research”:
18 facts about OG outdoorsman Ron Gregg and how OR became, well, OR!

2020 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
TRUSTEES

DIRECTORS

President: Chelsea Sweetin

Angela Crampton

1st VP: Pat O’Brien

Mike Daly

2nd VP: Ira Rushwald

Mike Mahanay

Treasurer: Nathaniel Harrison

Rebecca Shore

Secretary: Robertson Miller

Rachel Minucciani

2020 / 2021 CLASS CO-CHAIRS

BASIC CLIMBING CLASS

INTERMEDIATE CLASS

Pat O’Brien
Brandi Garcia
Clement Gurrey
Linnet Vacha
Kelly Pope

Jodie Eilers
Kelly Coons
Stu Lai

BACKCOUNTRY CLASS
Gabe O’Leary
Chelsea Baum
Michael Grazewski
Andrew Chan

PROPERTY & MEMBERSHIP
Cabin Chair: Mike Mahanay
Work Parties: Mike Mahanay
Membership: Dave Wilson

Board Meetings
The WAC Board of Directors meets on the first Thursday of each month (excluding summer July /
August). All members are welcome to join the meetings, but if unable to attend you can read the
minutes of each meeting on the website HERE

INCORPORATED 1916

WASHINGTON ALPINE CLUB PO BOX 352 SEATTLE, WA 98111

