PRESIDENT’S CORNER

PC: Chelsea Sweetin

Chelsea Sweetin
You can definitely start to feel that chill in the air that means winter is coming and coming fast! I feel like I am not quite ready for winter yet,
the Summer and Fall have been so lovely. I have been lucky enough to get out climbing most weekends and spent a wonderful two weeks
in Oregon this past month climbing at Smith Rock and Trout Creek, along with a remote work week in Sisters at Black Butte Ranch, a small
silver lining of the COVID work from home requirements. It’s also a great time for a quick weekend trip to Vantage, the desert is such a
wonderful place this time of year. Remember to be smart and safe about social distancing and wearing masks when you are around people
outside of your “bubble”. We are going into the winter months and we should all be doing our part to ensure we don’t contribute to a spike
in cases.
Thank you to everyone who attended the Annual Meeting Zoom call last month, it was great to see some faces I hadn’t seen in many
months! The presentation will be posted along with the bulletin this month, if you want to see any of the details (there is an meeting notes
are already posted here). Make sure to check out the activities coming up this month, the co-chairs and activities committee have been
working hard to provide us with events and activities that will keep us connected despite our classes being cancelled.
Reminder that the board meets each month on the first Thursday, so if you’d like to attend and listen in or bring something to discuss
please let us know and we will send you the ZOOM link. We’d love to hear more from our members!
And it’s that time of year again, make sure to renew your memberships and cabin dues on the website HERE!
-Chelsea

Riding horses in the National Forest around
Black Butte Ranch outside of Sisters,
Oregon

Sunset on Smith Rock!

Olympic Beach Cleanup
Mike Mahanay
“The wildest, the most remote and, I think, the most picturesque beach area of our whole coastline lies under the pounding surf
along the Pacific Ocean in the State of Washington . . . It is a place of haunting beauty, of deep solitude.”
William O. Douglas
October 24th 2020
The Olympic Coastal Strip is the only wilderness coast left in the lower 48. It looks and feels very much like it did when Captain
Cook visited our area over 200 years ago. Only surf and storms provide change. The National Park costal strip encompasses
some 70 miles of the WA coast. Each year since 2002 we have volunteered to clean up the Hoh River and Jefferson Cove
Beaches. This was number 19! Hopefully we can do something special for our 20th anniversary.
The Trailhead at Oil City is at the end of an 11 mile dirt road, at the Olympic National Park boundary. Most people don’t know it,
but there is no city, nor any oil, at Oil City. At one time it was a drilling prospect in someone’s crazy dream to fleece investors.
The silver lining in the name Oil City? It helps keeps folks away!
The trail follows the Hoh River on its final stretch to the Pacific Ocean. It is only 1 mile to the Ocean from the Trailhead. The Hoh
River starts way up on the Blue Glacier of Mount Olympus, 7,965’, about 30 miles to the east. From a sub-alpine environment the
river descends into temperate rainforest where precipitation ranges from 12-14 feet a year!
Hoh Beach is interesting in that large amount of logs and driftwood accumulate on the beach each winter. They wash down the
Hoh River, and are deposited on the beach by the high storm tides. Each year the beach has a different character as logs and
wood are washed away or deposited. What is a sandy beach one year, might be a huge pile of logs the next.
This year all the driftwood was gone and the Beach was only a small portion of it’s former size. What a tremendous storm it must
have been to change things so radically.
Bald Eagles were fishing in the tide. The immatures are brown for 1-3 years before they get the white head and tail. With a
fondness for fish and waterfowl, this is a perfect area for them, as the Hoh is a prime Steelhead run. Although the Bald Eagle is
regarded as a feared predator, it is often found scavenging carrion or robbing the sea gulls.
We have learned from our friend the NPS Ranger that the styrofoam and plastic were the worst of all the debris, as they continue
to break down into smaller and smaller pieces, and leeches into the water and our food supply. Armed with trash bags we picked
up floats, styrofoam, rubber, plastic bottles, and some rope.
As a bonus afterwards we went to Ruby Beach and cleaned that up too. A huge thank you to Doerte, Betsy, Jeff and Laurie,
Elden, and Cathy for celebrating my birthday and an amazing Volunteer day with me and supporting this effort each year!

CABIN REPORT

Mike Mahanay
Winter is coming soon. We have had a couple of snowfalls at Guye Cabin, but as of yesterday all the snow is gone
(even in the peaks). It will show up sometime in the next six weeks. NOAA is predicting a La Nina winter for us which
means cooler and wetter for the Northern half of the US and warmer and drier for the southern half.
Let’s work with the snow gods to bring the cold that we need for perfect snow!
I am very sad to say that with the continuing covid -19 pandemic Guye Cabin will not be open for general use,
classes, or groups this winter. We will continue with the ISO (isolation) reservation only model that we have used since
early May. One caveat is that the fees will be higher to cover the winter utility costs.
More details will be forthcoming in a few days.
In the meantime ski season is a good opportunity to be outside and social distance. The Summit offers kids downhill
and Nordic classes, as wells as many adult programs and the Wed night skills class. There is a whole parcel of WAC
people instructing the various classes at the Summit. Also popular is backcountry skiing and snowshoeing. There are
plenty of opportunities near Snoqualmie Pass.
Outdoors for All
Our Club members have been engaged with Outdoors for All for many years. Outdoors for All enriches the lives of
individuals with disabilities and families and helps them to get out and enjoy the great outdoors. Outdoors for All’s
winter programs includes snowboarding, snowshoeing, cross country, downhill and backcountry skiing.
For information about volunteering
https://outdoorsforall.org/get-involved/volunteer/
Scheduled Outside play dates at Guye Cabin
Since daily access to the Cabin will not be available this winter we will have scheduled dates for snowplay.
The Cabin bathroom will be available but not the rest of the Cabin.
Dec 25, 26, 29 Jan 18 Feb 15 Mar 07.
All of these dates require a host to happen. Please contact Elden or myself to volunteer.
Wed Night Ski skills Classes Starting January
https://summitatsnoqualmie.com/programs/wednesday-night-tele
Junior Nordic Classes Starting January
https://summitatsnoqualmie.com/programs-and-camps/junior-nordic
Still looking for Donations! Clean out that Gear closet!
Do you have showshoes that you are not using anymore? We can use them for our gear library!
We have continued outside work parties in October. Brady Caspar, Ellie Graham, Dana Carmichel, Derek Lester, Dale
Ott and Randall split the crowns and redid the rhubarb patch as well as planting Yukon Gold potatoes, Daffodils,
and tulips. Gene Heisler brought up firewood for next year. Damon and Daphne Clark gave the kitchen a new coat of
paint, and we continued yard and trail work. Did you know that the rhubarb has been there since the Cabin was built
in 1932?
Over the course of the last 6 months we have worked very hard to keep Guye Cabin safe and available for use. I want
to thank everyone who have used the Cabin and attended our social distanced work parties each week. It is certain
telling that the WAC continues to grow and function in a positive way even when met with unexpected challenges.
Oh, and renew your membership, and pay your 2021 annual Cabin dues here https://washingtonalpineclub.org/annual-cabin-dues
Don’t hesitate to contact me if you need anything mikemahanay@washingtonalpineclub.org

Member Photos

Some Halloween fun out at Vantage this past weekend.
PC: Chris Culver

Guye Cabin looking absolutely beautiful after all the work
done this Summer!

Replanting the Rhubarb up at Guye Cabin

Great turn out for the WAC Annual Meeting.
Even if it was virtual this year!

Upcoming Activities
STEP OUT - TIMES A MILLION VIRTUAL EVENT
Don’t let Covid-19 stop us from enjoying the outdoors! The day after Thanksgiving is a great time to find a happy
place, either solo or with family and friends. How active is the WAC? I bet that combining the activity of our 500+
members we can count over a million steps on this day! A ballpark for steps would be 10,000 for five miles. You can
participate anywhere and feel free to invite others to join you or do it in solitude. How to participate: Do something
you love, count the steps, then email your name and step count to WACActivitiesCommittee@gmail.com.
Optional: share a photo or include the #wacway on Instagram!
SNOWSHOE OUTINGS
The impact of COVID-19 on the joint WAC/Boealps winter snowshoe outings is still being evaluated and Boealps
needs to be approved by The Boeing Company. Specific new processes and protocols regarding the outings during
COVID-19 have yet to be formalized. This bulletin announcement is just to let you know the currently planned dates
and process to join the winter snowshoe outings. The COVID-19 impacts to the snowshoe outings will be re- evaluate
when the date gets closer to the first snowshoe outing scheduled in early December.
Come join us for a Winter Snowshoe Summit, or two, or five this winter.
Skills Required: WAC Basic Climbing Class (BCC) or equivalent experience.
Physical Difficulty: Typically 3,000-4,000 feet of elevation gain plus cross-country travel on snowshoes.
Gear Required: Snowshoes, ice axe, avalanche beacon), winter clothing to safely function in a wet, cold, snowy
environment. Recommend snow shovel, avalanche probe, hiking poles.
If helmets and crampons (or microspikes) are needed this will be included in the announcement for the specific
outing. We don’t typically go to destinations that need ropes or harnesses.
Where: It depends, but somewhere higher than home and within a 2-hour drive.
When: Every other Sunday this Winter.
December 6, 20
January 3, 17, 31
February 14, 28
The process to join these outing: The details for each outing will be posted as an “Event” in the Facebook group
“Boealps Snowshoe Outings”.
You need to join the Facebook group “ Boealps Snowshoe Outings” to receive the Event announcements.
The week before each trip a Facebook “Event” will be created to announce the details about the destination, where to
meet, the planned route, and all that good stuff. To sign up for an outing just use the “Going” selection in the Facebook Event for the outing.
Any other questions about the Winter Snowshoe Summits can be addressed to
Elden Altizer at elden.altizer@outlook.com.
Hope to see you in the snow!
WAC TRAIL RUN TO COUGAR MTN
What: Trail run Newcastle Beach to Cougar Mt and back.
When: Nov 14, meeting time 9 A.M.
Start/End: Newcastle Beach Park
Description: 12.5 miles with 2,315 of gain. Pace average
around 15 min mile. Bring what you need for 3 to 4 hours of play on the
trails. I walk up the hills, run the flats and down.
I will wait for the slowest runner.
Leader is Jeff Wright 206-280-5285

WAC Virtual Events Series
These unprecedented times call for a new way of WAC-ing! As you may know the Backcountry and Basic Climbing classes for the
2021 year have been canceled and though we are saddened by the loss of opportunity to engage with folks through fresh skills, we
have decided to invest our time and energy into our current members. That's you!
All Co-chairs across all WAC classes are working together for the first time in WAC history to provide club-wide events constructed
to engage with all members virtually during COVID. If you are interested in continuing to learn and socialize with us in this new way,
outside of the traditional WAC classes, please subscribe to our Events Mailing List to be notified of upcoming events. Our first two
virtual events are coming up in the next few weeks and we would love to see you there. All WAC members are encouraged to join
regardless of past class and volunteer experience.
Interview with Wonderland Gear Exchange Co-Founder Ben Mawhinney
Tuesday November 10th at 7pm
Join us for a "How I Built This" style interview with Ben Mawhinney, the co-founder of Wonderland Gear Exchange and WAC BCC
Graduate of 2017. Wonderland Gear Exchange is a consignment shop for outdoor recreation equipment that opened in the fall of
2018 in Seattle. During this interview we will hear about successes and failures, the importance of a circular economy, and so much
more! Click HERE for more information and to register for this free event.
Improve Your Ski Performance and Reduce Injuries
Tuesday November 17 @ 7pm
In preparation for the POW, we have an awesome opportunity for you to get your body ready and help prevent those potential injuries. Physical Therapists, Grant Hennington (WAC BCC '16) and Mandie Majerus (US Ski Team PT) will show you how to evaluate,
prepare and condition your body for the ski season. As part of this event, you will receive the opportunity to join their multi-week
exercise program for you to lead up to ski season. Click HERE for more information and to register for this free event.
Author of Hiking Washington’s Fire Lookouts and Kevin Fuji Pulitzer Prize winning photojournalist
Tuesday December 1st at 7:00pm
Join us for an evening with two of our talented members who connect closely with the outdoors for work and pleasure.
Amber Casali (WAC Basic Class 2014) is the author of Hiking Washington’s Fire Lookouts, published by Mountaineers Books in
2018. She will take us on a virtual hike to learn about fire lookout history and what went into researching the 44 lookouts included in
the book.
Kevin Fujii (WAC Basic Class 2012), is a Pulitzer Prize winning photojournalist and photo editor. He is a four-time Olympic Games
photographer and covered other high-profile sporting events including the Super Bowl, World Series, Stanley Cup, Final Four and
NCAA Bowl Championship Games. He will speak about the challenges of shooting an outdoor adventure and a few stories from his
photo career.
This event will be moderated by Jen Louie. Following Amber and Kevin’s presentations we will host a Q&A session. Click HERE for
more information and to register for this free event.
How to Enjoy & Protect the Outdoors in 2020
Tuesday December 8th at 7:00pm
Join us for an evening with Betsy Robblee and Taldi Harrison two of our talented members who work on emerging federal regulatory
and legislative issues that affect the outdoors. During this session they will discuss how their respective organizations advocate for
recreationalists, and the background and importance of recreating responsibly during the pandemic. The session will be an hour
followed by a Q&A session.
Betsy Robblee (WAC Basic 2017) is the Conservation and Advocacy Director at the Mountaineers. Betsy Robblee
Taldi Harrison (WAC Basic 2017, Backcountry 2017) is the Government & Community Affairs Manager at REI. Taldi Harrison.
Click HERE for more information and to register for this free event.
If you have been craving WAC interactions as much as myself, it may be in your best interest to bookmark our events page
so you dont miss out on any upcoming opportunities.
If you have any questions, feel free to reach out to wac-all-cochairs@googlegroups.com
Cheers from your friendly WAC co-chairs
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Upcoming Stewardship Opportunities
Here are some November stewardship opportunities:
Green Seattle Partnerships recently restarted volunteer events. Lots of opportunities in November!
Take action all year round. Sign up for WTA Action Alerts.
Register for the (free) Climbing Advocacy Conference with the Access Fund (virtual conference November 14-15).
Familiarize yourself with NWAC’s new website and new Observation submission platform.
Make it a goal to submit an observation every time you go out this winter.
Check out Community Snow Obs to get involved with snow depth monitoring as a citizen scientist.
Learn what a wolverine track looks like and how to document and submit observations to the Cascades Wolverine Project.

Wednesday Night Ski Classes
I hope everyone is well.
I organized the Wednesday Night Ski Lessons program -- in a typical year we usually have the registration for the program -- this
year is far from typical -- on two counts:
1) COVID-19 !
2) The Summit chose to undertake upgrading their e-commerce season this fall -- unsurprisingly to this old computer hacker -- it
is taking longer than anticipated.
On the COVID-19 issue the Summit Plans to operate in a modified manner in order to follow King and Kittitas County health department guidelines. Since the program runs mid-week when the ski area is usually not particularly crowded anyway, I expect that
the lession program will be able to proceed without too much modification -- a few changes to expect: 1) Sharing ski lift chairs
with other students will be limited to people that already share “living space” while in town. 2) Food and drink service in the lodge
will be more limited. 3) People will need to maintain social distancing while in lift lines and while assembling for lessons. 4) The
WAC Cabin will not able available for overnight stays.
All of those things seem managable to me.
In terms of dealing with the e-commerce registration system until
very late -- I think this is a managable problem -- in prior decades I handled registration using “paper” -- hopefully it won’t quite
come to that -- but between myself and the Summit, we’ll figure something out before mid-December -- when the vast majority of
registrations happen in most years.
One detail that the Summit has committed to is pricing -- it will be $210 for the six lessons as a group. The Summit didn’t commit
to dates -- I expect that the program will run from January 6th through Feburary 10th. The general goal is to complete the program prior to “President’s Week”.
If you are interested in improving your skiing skill this winter -- send me an email @ SkiWeds@gmail.com so I may provide you
with registration details as they become available.
Thanks and think snow!
Randy Oakley
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