PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Chelsea Sweetin
Winter is here and I have retreated South, well at least for a few weeks. I am fortunate enough to have a close pod of people who are willing
to brave the 20 hour drive to the desert We ventured into Indian Creek and Canyonlands for two weeks to soak up some early Winter sun
and climb some beautiful desert rocks. The nights were cold, but the camp fires and whiskey kept us warm until the sun came up. Every
day was glorious and being able to unplug from everything for an extended period of time was a much needed mental break. It’s amazing
what the outdoors can do to recharge and recenter you. I was able to spend Thanksgiving outdoors with good people, but I know that was
not the case for everyone. I am grateful for this club and all the people who put their time and energy into making it what it is.
With winter coming and the roll-back restrictions for gathering still in place, I hope everyone is able to stay positive and connected. Make
sure to check in on your friends who may not have a pod of people to lean on. Get outside safely and enjoy the fresh air and the new snow
in the mountains. This winter may be tough but we will get through it. The club is continuing to improve and add to our virtual events series,
which has been a big success so far with our first two events, there was even a virtual happy hour after one of them! Keep an eye on the
calendar and join the mailing list to stay up to date on what we are planning, we’d love to see more people join!
Also a huge thank you to everyone who helped get our Roadmap to Equity in a place that we were able to finally share out to the broader
club. Our newly forming committee is gearing up and we are looking to get input, involvement, and ideas on how to move forward from
everyone in the club. Please reach out to either me if you are interested and I will make sure you get added to any future meetings or
planning sessions.
-Chelsea

Indian Creek, UT

Membership Renewals
It’s that time of year again!
Please Renew Your Membership.
You can update your membership anytime!
Just log in to check your Membership expiration date and renew.
You can renew your membership on-line
https://washingtonalpineclub.org/renew-your-membership.
The WAC depends on our members to keep the club vibrant and growing.
In other words, we depend on you!
Don’t forget your membership dues and any other
monetary donations are tax deductible!
Also, if you shop on Amazon, make sure to use our Amazon Smile
Just search Washington Alpine Club and select as your designated charity.

Reel Rock 15 Screening & Virtual Happy Hour

Watch Trailer
Hosted by Women of the WAC, join us on December 11th for this year’s Reel Rock 15. We will have a pre-screening
Happy Hour at 5:00pm followed by the film at 6:00pm.
Make sure to get your tickets HERE
And join us for the happy hour via the link below for some pre-movie fun!
https://virtualhappyhour.app/WACHappyHour&FilmNight
If you have any questions or issues with the link just shoot us a note.
Official invite will be posted on Facebook and emailed closer to the event.
HOPE TO SEE YOU ALL THERE!

WAC Virtual Events Series

How to Enjoy and Protect the Outdoors 2020
Tuesday December 8th at 7:00pm
Join us for an evening with Betsy Robblee and Taldi Harrison two of our talented members who work on emerging federal regulatory and legislative issues that affect the outdoors. During this session they will discuss how their
respective organizations advocate for recreationalists, and the background and importance of recreating responsibly
during the pandemic. The session will be an hour followed by a Q&A session.
Click HERE for more information and to register for this free event.

Getting the Shot, Safely
Tuesday December 15th at 7:30pm
Join us for an evening with Ming Poon, a decorated photographer, videographer and adventurer based out of North
Lake Tahoe, California. In 2018 he received Powder Magazine’s prestigious Photo of the Year award, and in 2019,
he won the renowned Whistler Blackcomb Deep Winter Photo Challenge. You might recognize his name as a regular
contributor to TGR, Powder, Backcountry Magazine and Vermont Life Magazine. He’s also a regular participant on
Cody Townsend’s Fifty Project.
Click HERE for more information and to register for this free event.
You can also watch recordings of past events! Check out the links on the homepage HERE!

Recreate Responsibly - Winter Updates
As seasons change, so do our practices to stay safe outside and to protect the places we play!
The winter environment changes quickly and access points may be more limited.
Here are some tips to help you #RecreateResponsibly this season.
STAY SAFE OUT THERE WAC FAMILY!

CABIN REPORT

Mike Mahanay
Welcome to winter! As of this writing there is about 28 inches of snow at Guye Cabin and it is beautiful out!
All the ski areas are open (following the county and state pandemic guidelines).
We (Ralph Preston, Elden, and I) have worked a lot on the Cabin Trail System this fall- brushing, and installing blue
trail markers. The Cabin Trails are perfect for snowshoeing or even some x/c skiing. Don’t forget the 2 ski hills for
testing your backcountry skills.
Guye Cabin will continue to be open in an exclusive use air b&b style. This has worked very well over the last 7
months so we will continue through the winter and spring. With vaccines starting to become available the end of the
terrible covid-19 pandemic is in sight if we continue to wear masks, social distance, avoid groups, and keep our bubbles small.
As we gather as households during the holidays, I want to express our deep gratitude for all everyone has done this
past year to help the WAC. Through your membership fee and donations the WAC is able to continue to thrive! Our
club is full of volunteers who invest their time and energy without any thought of reward other than the satisfaction
they receive from knowing that they played a role in supporting our little Club and its mission
to encourage the healthful enjoyment of the great outdoors, to preserve its natural beauty and to promote
good fellowship among all lovers of nature.

Guye Cabin with some new fallen snow. Winter is here!

CABIN REPORT CONT’D

Mike Mahanay
ISO CABIN STAYS
Continued Into Winter
Guye Cabin is open for exclusive reservations for winter 2021
Due to the pandemic we will not have unlimited Cabin access this winter like in prior years.
If you have been to Guye Cabin in the winter before you have found a welcoming environment. A nice path to the
Cabin, warm fires in the stoves, and the winter chill gone. Archie, Dennis, myself, Elden, Rob, & Ralph have all spent
a good part of their Friday to open Guye Cabin and get it going.
If you plan on going to Guye Cabin this winter we will continue exclusive use by reservation only (no day use cabin
access) as we have all summer and fall. It will be a much different experience than past winters. A real mountain lodge
that you are responsible for.
With your reservation you will be responsible for completing the winter opening and closing process.
You must be prepared to make a path from your car to the Cabin (snowshoes are needed)
Do the winter open of the Cabin – not only turn on the water but close 10 open valves, get a fire going, shovel the
snow off the stairs (front and back) and deck, and then when you leave do the winter close. This is some work and
not to be taken lightly! Guidance will be provided and training on a day in Dec for those unfamiliar with the winter
process.
Winter Fees
With a lot fewer people staying at the Cabin we will have to charge more than the normal member/guest rates to
cover the cost of utilities (furnaces)
$100 a night in addition to the normal member/guest fee $20/$25 per person
You can reserve Guye Cabin any day of the week except Sunday night. (a day is typically from noon to noon the next
day) Unfortunately weekends are already booked into March. During the week, there is no snow plowing so you might
have to park on the road.
Folks can use the Cabin property anytime for snow play but there will be no access to the Cabin except on special
reserved outside designated outside days.
Notes- Winter storms do come through sometimes dropping as much as several feet of snow. You must be prepared
to dig your car out. There is also the possibility to lose power. The lot is plowed on Thursday night so you’ll have to
move your car to the Summit Inn for the night.
Designated Outside Days
Designated Outside Days are cancelled for now. With cases surging, outdoor gatherings are limited. As things improved and new guidance is issued, we will send an email out as to Designated Outside Days.
To see what dates are available for the winterCalendar - https://washingtonalpineclub.org/current/calendar?month=dec&yr=2020
See a date you like that doesn’t have a name next to it? Email Mike M to confirm.
Pay online - https://washingtonalpineclub.org/product/cabin-use-fees
Thank you
Mike Mahanay Cabin Chair/Director
mikemahanay@gmail.com

Member Photos

A Mt. Rainier white-tailed ptarmigan in winter plumage at Mount Rainier
PC: Cathy Cook
Citizen Science – White tailed Ptarmigan
Ptarmigan are small grouse regally adapted to cold, snowy winter climates of the arctic and alpine. They turn all-white in the
winter and blend in perfectly in fields of snow. Their white feathers are well-insulated and they are adapted to live in cold temperatures. They have feathered feet, which act like snowshoes. The scientific name for this genus of birds, Lagopus, actually means
hare-foot, as in snowshoe hare.
Throughout the world, only three species of ptarmigan exist, and they are all found in the arctic or alpine areas of the Northern
Hemisphere. In Washington, we have only one of these three species: the white-tailed ptarmigan. This Mount Rainier subspecies of white-tailed ptarmigan is found only in Washington and British Columbia south of the Fraser River Valley. Rock ptarmigan
are found close by, and have been observed as close as the Washington-Canada border. Unlike many winter residents of alpine
and arctic areas, ptarmigan don’t need a high-energy fatty diet to sustain them through the cold winters. The adults are strictly
vegetarian, eating the tips of shrubs protruding through the snow in winter. White-tailed ptarmigan have a low metabolism, which
means it does not take much food to power them through harsh winters. Studies in Colorado show they even gain weight over
the winter on their diet of shrubs. When the air temperature is harsh, they dig comfortably into the snow, because snow is great
insulation, and it protects them from wind chill.
That’s where skiers and snowshoers can help. We need you to tell us where you see these birds. If you see an all-white grouse in
winter, take a picture of the birds (it will probably be a flock), a picture of the area you are in, record your location, date, time, and
a description of the area you found it. If you are near the Canadian border, take a picture, or at least notes, of the tail, so we know
if it is a white-tailed ptarmigan or rock ptarmigan. Report your observation on ebird, inaturalist, Washington Dept. of Fish and
Wildlife’s “Report Wildlife Observations”, or report it to us at the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Email mailto:WFWO_LR@fws.gov).
Once we know more basic information about where they occur, scientists can start designing studies to monitor their populations
and habitat.

Member Photos

Pea Gravel tour on Mt Hood. Thanksgiving Day 2020
PC: Reebs Shore

Member Photos
Pat and Nadia just got back from their jointly named “Lonesome Places Road Trip 2020”. As the name
implies they visited places listed as the least visited. This included the North Rim, Grand Canyon and
Great Basin National Park, NV. Nadia brought her watercolors and white gouache and here are a few of
her paintings from the trip.

Clockwise from top left:
1. “Hanging at the Rim” - North Rim Grand Canyon
2. “Camping with Fall Colors” - Great Basin NP
3. “Nocturne at 9000ft” - North Rim Grand Canyon
Chec out more of Nadia’s paintings on her Instagram @nadiahakki_fineart

If you have content to contribute to the bulletin please email us at bulletin@washingtonalpineclub.org
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Board Meetings
The WAC Board of Directors meets on the first Thursday of each month (excluding summer July /
August). All members are welcome to join the meetings, but if unable to attend you can read the
minutes of each meeting on the website HERE
During the pandemic we are meeting via ZOOM - Email the board for the link to join!
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