PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Chelsea Sweetin
Happy New Year! And boy what a year it was, it almost feels like a dream, and by dream I mean the sort that you wake up from in a panic
covered in sweat...but we got through it, and though we are still far from the finish line of getting through COVID-19 there is starting to be a
glimmer of light at the end of the tunnel. Fingers crossed we start to trend upwards in the next few months. I hope that despite everything
this year all of you were able to reflect and grow, I think that is one of the silver linings of this whole endeavour is that we were forced to
look at everything in our lives a little closer, take stock of what is really important, and reprioritize. While it was a dark year for many, I hope
that we can all come out stronger on the other side, more connected to eachother, and aware of eachother in ways that we were to busy to
realize before. One thing I know I am looking forward to at the end of all this is to be able to give HUGE hugs to all of my friends and family.
The WAC has been able to maintain a solid community through all of this and while we may not have had our classes or been able to join
together at the cabin for a cup of hot cocoa after a day of skiing, we have adapted and moved forward together. I have so much respect for
what this club has done, and continues to do to promote our mission. We will only continue to grow and do better in 2021.
While we are not out of the woods yet, we are continuing to provide virtual events for our members - check out the info below for the upcoming seminar on backcountry travel in the Olympic National Park, it should be very informative. With resorts at 25% capacity, I know lots
of people are heading into the backcountry as an alternative. And whether it’s for the first or the thousandth time, remeber to be prepared.
Get the right training and equipment to ensure you can recreate safely. There are so many resources out there at our desposal, one of which
we in the PNW are very fortunate to have is the NWAC - follow them, read their bulletins, and stay informed before getting out there.
Happy New Year to all our members! Stay safe and have fun as winter comes into full swing!
-Chelsea Sweetin

I guess 2020 wasn’t ALL bad! 11/26/20 I got to marry my best friend.
PC: Chris Culver

Membership Renewals
Dear Valued WAC Family,
As we get closer to the new year, it brings up the topic of Membership renewal. It’s a tricky topic for sure, but one we
feel is important enough to address as we move into the new year, 2021. A lot of memberships are lapsing at this time
and it’s typically when we start campaigning for renewals.
These times are certainly trying. Everyone has been challenged by this past year. The club has had to navigate
through, what has felt like, a white out without a map or compass. What’s kept us going is our love for the outdoors,
mutual respect for one another, and a passion to stay connected to community. This club has brought so much
richness into the lives of so many, and it’s all because you have poured time and enerygy into the club in one way or
another.
Now, more than ever, the club needs its Members. To keep the WAC alive, vibrant, connected, and evolving, we need
to continue to stay close to the people that make this club so special. The board and some if it’s most dedicated
members have been working hard to adjust and learn with every challenge that comes our way. Like any good
adventure, we come out on the other side learning more than we did going in. 2020 has thrown us some major curve
balls but we’re confident that this small, volunteer run, club has the strength to survive because of YOU.
Please, when you consider whether or not to renew your membership, think of what the WAC means to you and all
of the incredible benefits it’s provided to enrich your life. We need this strong community to stick together to keep
our organization prospering and providing a community for people to stay connected and enjoy the outdoors. We will
continue to ideate and work towards getting our members together - virtually, smaller classes, whatever we can do as
safely as possible until the world begins to normalize again. As always, if you have any recommendations,
suggestions, comments, energy to help, or questions please feel free to reach out to the board.
Thank you for all that you’ve brought to the WAC. We hope we can continue to be there for you as we head into the
new year.
Wishing you all a safe, happy, and engergized start to the new year.
------Just log in to check your Membership expiration date and renew.
You can renew your membership on-line
https://washingtonalpineclub.org/renew-your-membership.
The WAC depends on our members to keep the club vibrant and growing.
In other words, we depend on you!
Don’t forget your membership dues and any other
monetary donations are tax deductible!
Also, if you shop on Amazon, make sure to use our Amazon Smile
Just search Washington Alpine Club and select as your designated charity.

WAC Virtual Events Series

Backcountry Skiing Olympic National Park & Avalanche Terrain Exposure Scale (ATES) Workshop
Wednesday 1/6 7pm - 9pm
Matt Schonwald of BC Adventure Guides will be joining us for the evening to talk about his new book “Backcountry
Skiing Olympic National Park” & to lead a workshop on the Avalanche Terrain Exposure Scale (ATES).
In addition to learning about a new zone, this will be a workshop on the ATES system which was developed by Parks
Canada to help backcountry users assess the severity of the terrain encountered in a given trip. It’s being used more
and more in the US and is a super practical way to turn an avalanche forecast into a safe travel plan for the day. We’ll
do a number of exercises to apply ATES principles on the terrain in local zones (likely Snoqualmie Pass).
The curriculum is relevant and practical for winter recreationalists of all experience levels, from those venturing into
the backcountry for their first year to those who have done AIARE 2+.
Sign up here
Also don’t forget, if you miss an event they are al recorded and can be found on our Stream Events homepage!

Wednesday Night Ski Lessons!
After long delays the Summit has finally been able to open their enrollment portal for the 2021 Wednesday Night ski
skills series
Dates:
Jan 6, 13, 20, 27; Feb 3, 10 2021
Time:
7:30PM
Location:
Summit West
Price:
$210.00 ($10 goes back to WAC)
Seasons Passes: LTD $549.00 and Midweek $389.00 are available through the portal when lessons are purchased.
Unfortunately Unlimited passes aren't available
If you want to enroll email: SkiWeds@gmail.com and I will send you the links and password for the enrollment portal.

CABIN REPORT

Mike Mahanay
There is no shortage of snow this year! There is about 48” at Guye Cabin and it is indeed a winter wonderland. No shortage of
powder! I can’t think of anything better to do right now than to spend some time outdoors exploring our backyard. Many people
are discovering the incredible beauty of the mountains when they become a landscape of white and green. With good preparation
and a focus on safety, you can have a fantastic day on the trail snowshoeing or skiing. The ski areas are open, there are areas for
backcountry, snowshoeing, Nordic and just playing. The downside is that the parking areas are jammed. Arrive early wherever you
are going. Bring dry clothes, snacks and drinks to tailgate.
For the Nordic skiers Cabin Creek has been open for a few weeks and the Iron Horse should be open now. No word yet on the
Summit Nordic Center. The WAC has seen a large increase in Nordic skiers enjoying a bit more solitude and socializing with
friends, as well as an excellent aerobic workout. The best thing? It is almost free- all you need is a snowpark pass.
Guye Cabin will continue to be open in an exclusive use air b&b style through May. This is working very well this winter (as it has
since May). Weekends are booked already into March but there are plenty of weekdays available. With 2 vaccines starting to
become available the end of the terrible covid-19 pandemic is in sight if we continue to wear masks, social distance, avoid groups,
and keep our bubbles small. It is still too early to predict how things will be in the summer.
I know everyone is very anxious to turn the corner on 2020 and welcome the new year. The difficulties and tragedies of 2020 have
highlighted the fact that we have so much to appreciate in our little Club. As we close the book on 2020, I want to wish all of our
WAC community a very HAPPY NEW YEAR! We appreciate all you do for the WAC. Through your membership fee and donations
the WAC is able to continue to be a very special outdoor community .
Guye Cabin is open for exclusive reservations for winter 2021
If you plan on going to Guye Cabin this winter we will continue exclusive use by reservation only (no day use cabin access) as we
have all summer and fall. It will be a much different experience than past winters. A real mountain lodge that you are responsible
for.
With your reservation you will be responsible for completing the winter opening and closing process. You must be prepared to
make a path from your car to the Cabin (snowshoes are needed). Do the winter open of the Cabin – not only turn on the water but
close 10 open valves, get a fire going, shovel the snow off the stairs (front and back) and deck, and then when you leave do the
winter close. This is some work and not to be taken lightly! Never opened/closed Guye Cabin? I will provide some guidance and be
available via text/phone. Whenever you come be sure to park only in our area - Parking Map
Winter Fees:
With a lot fewer people staying at the Cabin we will have to charge more than the normal member/guest rates to cover the cost of
utilities (furnaces) $100 a night in addition to the normal member/guest fee $20/$25 per person
You can reserve Guye Cabin any day of the week except Sunday night. (a day is typically from noon to noon the next day)
Unfortunately weekends are already booked into March. During the week, there is no snow plowing so you might have to park on
the road.
Notes:
Winter storms do come through sometimes dropping as much as several feet of snow. You must be prepared to dig your car out.
There is also the possibility to lose power. The lot is plowed on Thursday night so you’ll have to move your car to the Summit Inn
for the night.
-Designated Outside Days are cancelled for now.
-Folks can use the Cabin property anytime for snow play but there will be no access to the Cabin.
To see what dates are available for the winter:
Calendar - https://washingtonalpineclub.org/current/calendar?month=dec&yr=2020
See a date you like that doesn’t have a name next to it? Email Mike M to confirm.
Pay online - https://washingtonalpineclub.org/product/cabin-use-fees
Thank you
Mike Mahanay Cabin Chair/Director
mikemahanay@gmail.com

Member Photos

South Fork Snoqualmie River

Graham Family enjoying smores at the winter fire pit

Guye Cabin & Guye Peak - Looking beautiful against the blue winter sky!

Member Photos

Tessa, Ira, Andrew at the top of Moes Trees near Gem Lake.
PC: Reebs

Rachael & Matt taking the new little one for an outing up
Hyak!

Reebs, Andrew, Tessa skinning across Snow Lake.
PC: Ira

A group of WACers did a distant paddle on Lake Union
to check out the houseboat Christmas lights ahead of the
holidays!

If you have content to contribute to the bulletin please email us at bulletin@washingtonalpineclub.org

FWOC Lodges (Post COVID)
Someday Covid-19 will not keep us home and we will be able to travel afar again. One WAC benefit that many members may
not know about is the guest privileges at the lodges of other clubs. The WAC is a member of the Federation of Western Outdoor
Clubs (FWOC) and as such we can be a guest at other FWOC
member clubs if they have one.
All the member clubs of the FWOC are listed in this link:
https://federationofwesternoutdoorclubs.org/fwoc_memberclubs.html
Most clubs do not have lodges/cabins, but the two clubs with lodges of interest to us are the Mazamas in Oregon and the
California Mountain Club (CAC). Sadly, the Chemeketans lost their lodge near Mt. Jefferson to one of the major forest fires of
2020. The story about Thunderbird lodge is at this link.
https://www.chemeketans.org/content.aspx?page_id=22&club_id=11928&module_id=301560
.
The Mazama Lodge is located at Government Camp at the turn off to the road to Timberline Lodge. Like the WAC they have
closed the lodge, but it appears they may have a small “contained” groups. I was going to lead a climb of Mt Hood last year and
we had a reservation for the Mazama lodge. I have stayed there several times and it’s fantastic – I look forward to going back
soon!
Information about the lodge including photos and guest procedures are at https://mazamas.org/mazamalodge/ .
The CAC has a great looking lodge, Echo Summit Lodge, at the south end of Lake Tahoe.
https://www.californiaalpineclub.org/echo-summit-lodge/ .
It’s not too far from Lovers Leap for you rock climbers!
A recent video is a great overview ( https://youtu.be/4OR_i7jLWKE ), and you can find other videos on YouTube by searching
“Echo Summit Lodge”.
The CAC also has a lodge just north of San Francisco in the redwoods, Alpine Lodge
https://www.californiaalpineclub.org/alpine-lodge/
.
Finally, how can you identify yourself as a member of the WAC? The first way is to do it on the honor system and talk with the
club when you’re placing your reservation. If some proof of membership is needed here is a simple solution. Log onto the WAC
website and select the “My Membership” Tab, then status. Print out this page and share when making your reservation. We all
have pandemic restrictions, but it’s never too early to start dreaming about that road trip!

Mazama Lodge, Mt Hood, Oregon				

Echo Summit Lodge, South Lake Tahoe, California

Recreate Responsibly - Winter Updates
As seasons change, so do our practices to stay safe outside and to protect the places we play!
The winter environment changes quickly and access points may be more limited.
Here are some tips to help you #RecreateResponsibly this season.
STAY SAFE OUT THERE WAC FAMILY!

2021 WAC Financial Updates
We usually provide a financial report as part of the monthly board meeting minutes, but there are a couple
of financial items that merit reporting to the club in the bulletin. The items are both good and bad news.
First the bad news. In the prior fiscal year (2018), the club failed to meet the federal Form 990 reporting
deadline and we filed 95 days late, resulting in a $1,900 penalty. As a point of information, the same thing
happened in 2018 with a $1,100 penalty which we were able to have waived. Our appeal stated, “we’ll
make sure this never happens again”. Well, it did, and we have no valid excuse. On top of this, one of
the checks written to cover the cabin property taxes last spring was never received by King County, and
the interest and penalty to pay it in December was $670.70. An audit of the finances also identified a late
property tax payment penalty in 2017 of $262.30. All this adds up to $2,833.00 in penalties on the club’s
finances.
The good news is that overall, the club’s finances are in good shape. We have already filed the federal
reporting for last year ahead of the February deadline. Our new treasurer has reviewed the cash on hand
as well as the investments in Fidelity mutual funds and determined there is no fraud or theft. Despite the
pandemic, the club’s cash assets did not decline. The club had over $75,000 in checking and savings, as
well as over $40,000 in a Fidelity money market fund as part of our investments. In
December, the board voted to move cash from the checking and savings to investments while maintaining
$15K in working funds. This money and most of the money market was moved into our portfolio of eleven
mutual funds. We also established a financial oversight committee of the President, Director Derek Lester,
and former club president Ira Rushwald. A summary of our finances on January 1st is:

Checking

$14,830.01

Savings

$533.26

PayPal

$730.10

Stripe

$3,687.76

TOTAL CASH ASSETS

$19,781.13

Fidelity Investments

$262,831.72

Note: Stripe & PayPal are tools for receiving payments through the WAC website.
We are in the process of rebalancing the Fidelity investments to ensure the funds provide the best growth
of our funds while protecting our club’s assets. The Fidelity fund was established in 2010 with $70,000 left
over from the roof repair insurance money from 2007, the result of our club members rebuilding the roof
with volunteer labor instead of paying professionals for this repair. Finally, please be assured the board is
committed to being good stewards of the club’s assets as well as meeting the mission of providing opportunities for enjoying the outdoors.
We will continue to report on our finances throughout this year.
If you have any questions feel free to reach out to our Treasurer or anyone on the financial committee:
Elden Altizer (Treasurer), Chelsea Sweetin (President), Derek Lester, Ira Rushwald.
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2020 / 2021 CLASS CO-CHAIRS

BASIC CLIMBING CLASS

INTERMEDIATE CLASS

Pat O’Brien
Brandi Garcia
Clement Gurrey
Linnet Vacha
Kelly Pope

Jodie Eilers
Kelly Coons
Stu Lai

BACKCOUNTRY CLASS
Gabe O’Leary
Chelsea Baum
Michael Grazewski
Andrew Chan

PROPERTY & MEMBERSHIP
Cabin Chair: Mike Mahanay
Work Parties: Mike Mahanay

Board Meetings
The WAC Board of Directors meets on the first Thursday of each month (excluding summer July /
August). All members are welcome to join the meetings, but if unable to attend you can read the
minutes of each meeting on the website HERE
During the pandemic we are meeting via ZOOM - Email the board for the link to join!
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