PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Chelsea Sweetin
One month into the new year already! While life still seems in a sort of timeless limbo, it sure goes by fast. With the
change in the season I have not made it out as much, although we did get a lovely day in at Vantage mid-January
which was a real treat. I hope that others are enjoying the snow out there. If you do head out make sure to do it safely,
the winters can be hazardous without the proper planning and skills. Take a look at the updated Winter #recreateresponsibly guidelines included in the bulletin this month and of course NWAC, our local snow report superheroes.
I love seeing all the photos posted of people up enjoying the cabin this winter despite the single occupancy rules still
in place. Check out the adorable photos of junior member Maren’s 2nd birthday, Guye Cabin style.
Also don’t forget to renew your memberships! Most expire around the beginning of the year, so make sure to log in
and check your status on the website. We know this past year has been tough and this year is really no different so
far. While the WAC hasn’t been able to function like normal we hope that you stay engaged and with us. We are only
as strong as our community and we hope to come out on the other side of this together. Make sure to check the virtual
events schedule to see what our great team of co-chairs and volunteers are cooking up for us in the next few months.
I am always trying to make the bulletin
focus on not only the necessary club items
such as financial reports and other admin
items, but also what our members are
doing, cabin stays, pictures of outings,
articles and stories. The past few months
have been a bit bare-bones. I’d love to include more columns from members, family
photos, books you are reading and anything
else going on in your lives that you want to
share with the club. Please reach out to me
if you have content you want to contribute
once or on a recurring basis. The bulletin is
should be as much by you as it is for you!
Email me @ sweetin.chelsea@gmail.com
if you want to contribute next month or in
subsequent months.
Thanks,
Chelsea
Beautiful January sunset from Sunshine Wall @ Vantage

Membership Renewals
Just a friendly reminder to renew your membership for 2021!
The WAC is nothing without our members and we are doing our best to provide opportunities for the membership
to continue to grow and engage with eachother in these unprecedented times.
Please don’t hesitate to reach out with any questions.
To renew just log in to your membership profile on-line
https://washingtonalpineclub.org/renew-your-membership.
The WAC depends on our members to keep the club vibrant and growing.
In other words, we depend on you!
Don’t forget your membership dues and any other
monetary donations are tax deductible!
Also, if you shop on Amazon, make sure to use our Amazon Smile
Just search Washington Alpine Club and select as your designated charity.

WAC Virtual Events Series
The virtual events crew has been hard at work to ensure that we can stay active, involved, and learning despite
being apart. If you’ve missed any of the great events they are all recorded and can be found on our Stream Events
homepage!
The next event is coming up this month and while it’s not yet on the homepage (the orgainzers are still ironing
out the details) remember to stay tuned to the class stream page. Mark your calendars for an introduction to
mobility and focused movement with Andi Segur of Everyday Strength & Movement on February 23rd, more
details to come on the WAC Stream Site soon!

WAC Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion (DEI) Updates
The Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Committee (DEI) is a new group of WAC volunteers who are working together to
help our club be a safe space, and give opportunities to our members for feedback, conversation, and growth.
We recognize that this is important, and unfamiliar, work to many of us. And we also recognize that we have to start
somewhere. That’s why we want all of our members’ input and ideas. We recently hosted a Community Discussion as
part of our virtual event series, where we got to unpack some of the issues affecting our community, and share tangible steps to break down these barriers to access.
Have any ideas of your own? Our next meeting is on Monday, February 8 at 6pm - and we would love to have you
join!
Contact Kelly Pope (kapopeomatic@gmail.com) and Rachel Davidson (davidson.l.rachel@gmail.com) to get started.
Cheers, and pray for snow!
K&R

CABIN REPORT

Mike Mahanay
Although we certainly have had periods of rain (as we do every winter) I must say the snow has been fantastic for the most part in
January. Light and fluffy on top the firm base. No matter what the weather is like in Seattle and other lowlands it is always wonderful at the pass. And beautiful!
The biggest news of the month is that Phil & Chris Harvey and family saw a snowshoe hare at the Cabin! Looking inside at them to
say hello. We have seen tracks in new snow but never one in person.
Guye Cabin continues to be reservation only due to the covid-19 pandemic. It has been booked every weekend (and many weekdays) since we opened back up in May and the next opening is April. Do not despair there are still some mid-week dates free. (and
there will still be lots of snow in April and May) Everyone has been incredibly grateful and appreciative of the opportunity- and have
enjoyed their stay immensely. A big thanks to all of you that have kept the Cabin going. It is super clean and spotless after every
stay.
Do not forget day use of the Cabin property is welcome and encouraged. There is lots of room to spread out. The only caveat is no
access to the Cabin for warming or bathrooms. Doerte noted that mask compliance outside the Cabin is the highest she has seen.
So- thank you for wearing your masks. Everyone appreciates it!
It is good to see our state remain near the bottom of covid infections. We are lucky to be surrounded by good people who naturally
do the right thing. Hopefully, the vaccines and continuing to mask will bring things closer to normal by summer.
February 02 was Groundhog Day and as you might have heard, our local Groundhog – Snoqualmie Sue will slowly and sleepily
come out of her den through the wet snow to see if there is some blue ski overhead, to determine if we have and early spring or 6
more weeks of winter.
In early January we had 5’ of snow in just a few days getting us well above average. Since then, the precipitation has come not
only as snow, but lots of rain too! Snoqualmie Pass averages 252 inches of snowfall by the end of January. This year we have 168
so we are a bit below average. That translates into about an 82” base at Guye Cabin. As of last weekend the snow was light super
fluffy powder. There is still a lot of winter remaining before the end of the snow season, which is usually around early April.
You all have done a fantastic job keeping the Cabin clean and disinfeacted this year - Thank you! Please sign in the logbook, and
the sign in sheet. They help us keep track of who is visiting and allows us to plan for the next year. (We have the logbooks going
back to 1932!)
Most important! Be sure you park in the WAC places! We are extremely fortunate that we don’t have to pay for plowing so let’s
keep our neighbors happy! Sahalie’s Board (our neighbors) has been stationed at the street each Saturday and Sunday direct
non-members to proper places to play and park. When you see them please chat with them and give them a big thank you. They
are truly excellent neighbors!
Also, please put a WAC sticker on your car to help us out. If you don’t have a sticker, I have left a few on the back porch of the
Cabin. I can also mail you one.
MembershipPlease go to our website https://washingtonalpineclub.org, log in and
check the status of your membership. If you have not renewed please do
so. (memberships expired the end of December)
Most important!
Be sure you park in the WAC places! We are very fortunate that we don’t
have to pay for plowing so let’s keep our neighbors happy!
Parking Map
I am always available so feel free to reach out with questions or concerns.
My email is: mikemahanay@gmail.com

Member Photos

“White Dahliah” - Plein air from the Summer 8 x 10 Oil on
Panel - Nadia Hakki - Check out her Instagram!

Guye Cabin had a very small visitor this past month!

2nd Birthday Celebration for Maren Harrison up at Guye Cabin!

HAPPYGO APP
Member Derrick Peters has been toiling away for the better part of the last few years on an app startup and it’s finally coming to
fruition. He has come to the board a few times in hopes that the app can be a useful tool for the club. While we don’t have any official
plan in place yet, it’s exciting to see the hard work of members pay off!
Take a look below and see if HappyGo might be something you could benefit from!
Email Derrick with any questions! derrickbpeters@gmail.com

Exciting news…

Better Mankind’s HappyGo app is evolving. Investment has been secured to
enhance the app even further and truly make it your community engagement tool
of choice. Thanks to all your great feedback a new look and many great features
will be coming soon in our beta release.
Designed to ease the coordination and discovery process of getting together for
the activities you love. The app is your recreational network to create and share
plans with new and old friends.
Together through our partnership we're building a community that is an authentic
and safe place for camaraderie and collaboration. We’re aiming to make this
something priceless for the WAC and the outdoor community, so we welcome
you to join us on this journey. Reach out to Derrick Peters with any questions.

Join the app and do what you love!
TryHappyGo.com

Recreate Responsibly - Winter Updates
We all love snow . . . but did you know that our mountain passes and Sno-Parks are seeing record-breaking numbers of visitors
this year? We’re talking FIVE TIMES the number of Sno-Park permit sales this year vs. last (motorized and non-motorized)!
This overcrowding can not only cause you to have a less-than-enjoyable experience, but it’s also presenting issues for those who
manage these lands and facilities. Issues such as illegal parking can contribute to folks getting stuck or being involved in accidents, and packed roads and lots present a real problem for snow plows and our emergency responders.
Before heading to the snow, swipe to check out 6 tips to help you #RecreateResponsibly.

Find more info here: https://www.recreateresponsibly.org/winter
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PROPERTY & MEMBERSHIP
Cabin Chair: Mike Mahanay
Work Parties: Mike Mahanay

Board Meetings
The WAC Board of Directors meets on the first Thursday of each month (excluding summer July /
August). All members are welcome to join the meetings, but if unable to attend you can read the
minutes of each meeting on the website HERE
During the pandemic we are meeting via ZOOM - Email the board for the link to join!
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