PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Chelsea Sweetin
We are finally getting dumped on up at the pass, as you can see by all the snow in the cabin photos this month! Thank
you to everyone who has helped keep the cabin accessible, that is a big job! I hope everyone is enjoying the snow and
staying safe out there. While I love to see all the snow, and quite enjoyed the little storm we had in the city a few weeks
back, I am definitely enjoying these glimpses of sun and the longer days alluding to Spring! I enjoyed a gorgeous
sunset walk at Greenlake this past month, getting outside and some fresh air is always good for the soul.
Just another reminder to take a moment and renew your membership if you haven’t already. I know this year has been
challenging for many, but as we continually say our cub is nothing without it’s members. We’ve had some very gernerous members pay it forward by covering membership fees for those who couldn’t or purchasing extra memberships
as a form of donation. So if you are struggling and uncertain whether you can renew, please let us know, we will figure
something out. We are a community and we should always have eachother’s backs. I don’t want to see people fade
away because they can’t afford a membership fee for the year.
Make sure you are keeping tabs on our virtual
events series! We’ve had some great ones to
kick off the new year; including presentations,
health & training sessions, as well as community discussions headed by the new “diversity, equity, and inclusion” committee. There
are more in the works, so join the mailing list
and stay in the know. If you missed any of the
past events, most of them are recorded and
available to watch on the homepage.
Lot’s of information in the bulletin this month
so make sure to check it all out, and as
always if you have any questions please let
me or the board know.
Cheers,
Chelsea
Beautiful evening walk around Greenlake this past month.
While it’s not the mountains, I’ve enjoyed my smaller adventures closer
to home these days

WAC Waiver Updates
The Board has been working with the Risk Management Team, and an outside attorney to better understand and
manage our risk and liability as an organization. Members have asked if it is appropriate to use mailing lists and
similar communication tools that the club maintains for organizing personal non-WAC sponsored outings or activities..
The Board says “Yes, use the mailing lists! We want our members to be active in the outdoors and we want to
help that happen.” If you wish, you are welcome to invite non-members to these informally organized activities.
If you need more support, including financial, instruction, or WAC owned equipment (including the cabin) for your
activity please come to The Board with a proposal. These would be considered WAC sponsored events, which we
are working on putting additional guidelines together for.
To help clarify, this next paragraph will be added to future versions of the membership waiver, which every member signs when joining or renewing their memberships.
“I recognize that I may organize or participate in activities such as hikes, climbs, paddle trips, ski trips, and other
outings organized using the club email lists, website forum, and other communication systems. These events are
not to be considered “official WAC Events” unless designated so by The Board or its delegates.”

WAC Website Issues

As some of you may have noticed the club website has had some problems over the last few weeks. This is due
to a platform upgrade by our hosting provider (SiteGround). The bulk of the problems seem to be behind us now,
but we are reviewing the system to help reduce future problems.
Several of you have asked, and we want to be clear. Our credit card processing system is outsourced and run by
Stripe (stripe.com) or PayPal. We (the WAC) never see or store credit cards, that is all handled by our provider.
Our website team is small and all volunteer, so we could always use more oncall help for this type of thing. If you
have experience with PHP and MySql, and would like to assist in our efforts to improve the website, we would
love to talk to you.
Email Alan (alan.widmer@gmail.com) or Mike (mike.daly.wac@hotmail.com) and we will help you find interesting
things to work on.

Volunteer for the AAC

Volunteer for the American Alpine Club!
Interested in getting involved with your local chapter of the American Alpine Club (The Cascade Section)?
They are looking for volunteers to help organize small-group events, programs, and initiatives for the end of winter
and spring. Some of the events they’re considering:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Vantage Member Meetup
Wayne’s World Mixed climbing day
Crag Ambassador Program (similar to the Trailhead Ambassador Program)
Microtrash/Litter Bags
Identify trail work opportunities for the summer
DEI panel/community engagement planning

If any of these sound interesting to you, consider attending the planning meeting on Wednesday, March 11,
8-9pm. Let me (Jennifer Louie, louie.jen@gmail.com) know, and I’ll pass on the virtual meeting event details.
Also, if you can’t make it and are interested in helping, drop me an email, and I’ll loop you in.

MTS Greenway “Trail Ambassadors”
Hello friends!
I am reaching out to share information about a new program called Trailhead Ambassadors that is being launched
this year through a multi-organization coalition to help promote responsible recreation and environmental stewardship at some of the most popular Snoqualmie Corridor trailheads.
This program is facilitated by the Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust through collaborative work of multiple
non-profit organizations and land management agencies. The initial planned start of this program was delayed due
to the COVID-19 pandemic, though we are looking ahead to a 2021 roll-out.
Starting in March 2021, the online education and training materials will be released for people who are interested
in becoming a Trailhead Ambassador volunteer. There will also be a Zoom info-session on March 9th and 11th for
interested participants to help answer questions about this program. We are hoping to engage your organization to
help spread the word about this volunteer opportunity to help educate, inspire, and empower users of trails in this
region for long term and sustainable trail use.
Depending on public health and safety guidelines, Trailhead Ambassadors may be stationed at some of the following trailheads throughout the late spring and summer:
•
•
•
•
•

Poo Poo Point (Chirico Trail)
Twin Falls
Mt. Si
Rattlesnake Ledge
Franklin Falls

Trailhead Ambassadors will spend their time at these trailheads to engage with other recreationalists. Through tabling, demonstrations and general discussion and information sharing from which recreational pass people should
use to “where’s the bathroom?,” the Trailhead Ambassadors program will be a necessary component in spreading
the word about environmental stewardship on our trail systems along with providing valuable information to users.

How you can help!
We are currently in the process of recruiting Trailhead Ambassadors! It would be awesome if you could help us get
the word out in one of the following ways:
1. Share our info with your network! We have attached our flyer to this email, and have created a social media kit
so that you can easily send it out to anyone who you think may be interested in becoming a volunteer with us.
Interested participants can also learn more through our website.
2. Get social with us! Stay in touch with us on social media. You can follow @mountainstosoundgreenway on
Instagram, Mountains to Sound Greenway on Facebook, and Twitter for the latest info and share content from
there.
If you have any additional questions about this program and its 2021 rollout, please reach out to
caroline.villanova@mtsgreenway.org and myself katie.egresi@mtsgreenway.org.
Thank you!
Katie & Caroline
Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust
Click here to read our ’19-20 Annual Report, and consider making a donation to support our ongoing work.

WAC Virtual Events Series

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT! CHECK OUT THE INFO!

BIG MOUNTAIN LEADERSHIP & BIG MOUNTAIN FITNESS
WITH: GARRETT MADISON AND LISA THOMPSON

COMMUNITY DISCUSSION: HOW DO THE OURDOOER SERVE OUR MENTAL HEALTH
WITH: TREVOR DAVIS

When: Tuesday March 16th
Time: 7:00pm - 8:30pm

While our community discussions are not recorded.
Check out the slides from Tevor: HERE

Register for the FREE event here!

What if we looked at mental health the same way we look at
physical health? Outdoor activities depend on both, and they
impact both in varying degrees - whether we acknowledge it or
not.

Join us for a conversation about big mountain leadership
and big mountain fitness from 2 experts in their fields:
Garrett Madison who is owner and operator of Madison
Mountaineering (www.madisonmountaineering.com), and
Lisa Thompson owner and operator of Alpine Athletics
(www.alpineathletics.net).

JOIN THE MAILING LIST!
The Washington Alpine Club was founded in 1916 to
encourage the healthful enjoyment of the great outdoors,
to preserve its natural beauty and to promote good
fellowship among all lovers of nature. From social events
and thought-provoking discussions to skill shares and
virtual learning sessions, we are dedicated to engaging
with our community.

Our second Community Discussion will be led by WAC member
and psychologist Trevor Davis. Trevor is a Rehabilitation Psychologist who specializes in helping people with adjustment/recovery after injury, chronic pain, trauma, and grief. Trevor will be
walking us through some resiliency aspects of outdoor activities
and community, as well as some of the known risk factors for
things like stress injuries and mental health issues. Then together, we will explore the spectrum of benefits and risks related to
outdoor sports and our mental health.
The presentation and following community discussion will cover
questions such as: Why do we push ourselves, and when do we
all need to stop pushing? Why do we sometimes disengage with
things we typically love, and when is it OK to pull back versus
push ourselves forward?
We’d love to hear from you, our audience members, during this

Join us in continuing our journey in these unprecedented
talk. Please come with your own stories and experiences that
times through our virtual event offerings and if you haven’t you’d like to share.
already, join our mailing list to get up to date information
on events!
In lieu of paying for this event, Trevor would encourage partici(https://groups.google.com/g/wac-events/about)
For questions about upcoming events please reach out
to: wac-all-cochairs@googlegroups.com

pants to donate to American Alpine Club’s Climbing Grief Fund,
which offers grants to people seeking mental health services
related to climbing/skiing/mountaineering-related trauma and
grief.
Please donate here: https://americanalpineclub.org/cgf-support

CABIN REPORT

Mike Mahanay
Have you seen the snow at Guye Cabin? We literally had to dig out the entrances to access the Cabin! Thanks to
those that helped shovel! You stepped up to save the day. This season we have received 300 inches of snow and the
base is a good 12 feet deep in places. It has been 21 years since we had a snow like this. February is now behind us
but it was one for the books at Snoqualmie Pass! February 2021 ranks No. 3 on the list of all-time snowiest for the
month with 154.5 inches falling on the pass. Only 1955-56 (169 inches) and 1998-99 (164) rank higher. Between the
snow and heavy rain, it was one of the wettest Februarys ever. Oh, and it was cold too. We saw a high of 40 and a
low of 10 on the pass, with nine days failing to get above freezing and only one night above 32 degrees.
Come up and experience the snow at the Cabin! It is buried!
You can stay at Guye Cabin. Guye Cabin continues to be reservation only due to the covid-19 pandemic. It has been
booked every weekend (and many weekdays) since we opened back up in May and the next weekend opening is mid
April and there are most week days open. If you want to stay just check the calendar for dates - Club Calendar. Everyone has been incredibly grateful and appreciative of the opportunity- and have enjoyed their stays immensely. A big
thanks to all of you that have kept the Cabin going.
You all have done a fantastic job keeping the Cabin clean and disinfected this year - Thank you! Please sign in the
logbook, and the sign in sheet. They help us keep track of who is visiting and allows us to plan for the next year. (We
have the logbooks going back to 1932!) it would be fun to see the log book from 1998/99 the last big snow year. I
don’t think the Cabin was used very much then.
Do not forget day use of the Cabin property is welcome and encouraged. There is lots of room to spread out. The only
caveat is no access to the Cabin for warming or bathrooms. Have a WAC sticker on your car, and wear your masks
when around others. Everyone appreciates it!
Again, please put a WAC sticker on your car to help us out. If you don’t have a sticker, I have left a some on the back
porch of the Cabin. I can also mail you one.
Membership- please go to our website https://washingtonalpineclub.org, log in and check the status of your membership. If you have not renewed please do so. (memberships expired the end of December)
Covid update- President Biden announced just today that every adult could be vaccinated by the end of May! This is
fantastic news. It is too soon to say how things will be in the summer- for March, April, and May we will continue as
we have regarding Guye Cabin use.
I have reached out to many WAC elders and members to see how they are doing. If you need help finding the vaccine
please let me know and I will help. I have been able to help several people so far. Call or email me.
Be sure you park in the WAC places! We are very fortunate that we don’t have to pay for plowing and have such great
neighbors! Parking Map. Also included on next page.
I am always available so feel free to reach out with any thoughts and questions. My email is: mikemahanay@gmail.
com

Cabin Photos

Wild Olympics Bill
The WAC began in 1893 by Fay Fuller as part of an effort to create Mount Rainier National Park. The Club has also supported the
creation of the North Cascades National Park and the Wild Sky Wilderness. Conservation of wilderness and protection of wildlife have
always been WAC core values.
Fantastic news! The Wild Olympics Bill has now passed the US House and is awaiting a vote in the Senate. The bill is part of Protecting America’s Wilderness and Public Lands Act. This act is made up of eight public-lands bills spanning 2.7 million acres and more
than 1,000 miles of wild and scenic rivers. The WAC is one of the more than 800 endorsers. We are very optimistic that this bill will
pass the Senate and be signed into law by our President Biden in this session.
Wild Olympics would designate more than 126,000 acres of public land as wilderness and 19 rivers and their major tributaries on the
Olympic Peninsula as wild and scenic rivers. The aim is to permanently protect the last remaining acres of ancient and mature forests
on the Peninsula. Wilderness additions
It would protect recreational access and support the outdoor economy. It would also bolster the region’s efforts to protect sources of
clean drinking water, support critical salmon and steelhead habitat, and protect key waterways that are vital to the shellfish industry.
More info and details Protecting America’s Wilderness and Public Lands Act

WAC Bridge Is Holding STRONG!
Do you know the WAC bridge?
Originally it was a bridge for the Milwaukee railroad that traveled
across our property before we acquired it. After that, over the
years there were several bridges made of huge Douglas firs built
by the WAC craftsmen. As beautiful as they were, unfortunately,
unless the bridges were cleared of snow each winter, a heavy
snow fall (like the one this year) would break the logs. Then the
high water from the melting snow in the spring would wash the
bridge completely away.
Summer crossing was a wade, and in the winter, the Backcountry Class would borrow the big ladder to span the crossing to
reach the ski hill for beacon practice.
In 2006 during a big winter storm it washed away for the last
time.
In 2008 John Sargent, Lee Parsons, Susan Ashlock, Karel and
Eli, Dale Ott, Jeff Wright, Vivian, Les Sargent, Mike
Mahanay, and a bunch of others built a new bridge made of steel
resting on huge gabion basket footings.
It has 5 huge I beams 6x16 inches and 40 feet long. Each I
beam weighs about 950 pounds each. We were worried about
moving the beams but it happened to be easy to slide them
down hill to the river. The distance between the bridge abutments is 24 feet. We did everything by hand.
Our goal was to create a permanent bridge to withstand all
historic snowfalls.
Any other bridge would be destroyed this year.

New bridge – Winter Picture taken with 20 feet on snow.
Doerte standing on top. Feb 28, 2021

Old bridge – Summer crossing with Chris, Doerte and, Jennifer
June 30, 2002
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During the pandemic we are meeting via ZOOM - Email the board for the link to join!
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